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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SAUDI, FRENCH OFFICIALS DISCUSS ARAB INVESTMENTS IN FRANCE 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 5 Jun 79 pp 3, 7, 13 


/Interview with Mr Niyih, chief of the Foreign Investments Department in 

the French Ministry of Finance and Economy; Dr Shafiq al-Akhras, general 
manager of the Saudi Bank; Mr Bishara Shukri, deputy chief of the Arab Bank; 
and the journalist Jean Dabaghi, the newspaper AL-NAHAR's expert on economic 
affairs: “AL-RIYAD Opens the Portfolio of Arab Investments in Frence”; held 
during the week before 5 Jun 79, in AL-RIYAD's office in Paris/ 


/Text/ Since 1974 the Arabs Have Concentrated on Real Estate and Financial 
Investments....Then They Began Expanding Into Other Fields 


France Is a Country Which Is Open to Foreign Capital, and Its Laws Are 
Generally Flexible 


Public Opinion and the Press Are Opposed to Foreign Investment Because of 
Ignorance and Chauvinism 


Saudi Investments Are the Leading Arab Investments 


There Are Agreements for Protecting Foreign Investments in Addition to 
Freedom of Movement of Capital and Taking Profits Out of the Country 


Arabs Must Wisely Choose the Fields in Which They Invest Their Money 


Arab Investments Should Concentrate on Facilitating the Transfer of Technolory 
From Europe to the Arab Countries 


The Electronics, Telephone, and Space Industries Have Begun To Attract the 
Arabs, and Pzrhaps They Will Be in Great Demand 


Europeans are watching the flow of petrodollars just as a person who wants 
rain would ‘ollow rain clouds during a drought. Every European country is 
making an effort to lure Arab capital and to open up fields of investment 
for it, in spite of the strong current of chauvinism which opposes foreign 
investments in general and Arab investments in particular. Arab investors 
went first of all to Britain where they, as we know, invested huge sums of 
monev in real estate. Then they invaded Switzerland and Luxembourg and 








there they set up numerous banking establishments which were a springboard 
for them to engsge in activities in neighboring countries. But France, for 
a short time, remained a difficult place for the Arabs, perhaps because they 
were not familiar with its economic laws and traditions, and its political 
uncertainties. But now thic situation has vanished, and opportunities there 
have begun to open up for Arabs who are able to invest their capital there. 
They tollowed their customary approach, that is, beginning with reali estate 
investment, because of its ease and ample profits, and then going into 
investment in the financial and then the industrial sectors. In spite of 
this, Arab investments in France remain meager. They amount only to about 

2 percent of the total foreign investments. 


Why do Arab investors hesitate to enter France? What are the fields that 
they have concentrated on? How have they been received on both the official 
and private levels? What are their problems, and what are the easy terms 
and difficulties that they encounter? 

o 
These questions are answered by Mr Nuyih, chief of the Foreign Investments 
Department in the French Ministry of Finance and Economy; Dr Shafiq al-Akhras, 
general Manager of the Saudi Bank; Mr Bishara Shukri, deputy chief of the 
Arab Bank; and the journalist Jean Dabaghi,the expert in economic affairs on 
the staff of the international Arab newspaper AL-NAHAR. This interview took 
place this week under the auspices of the Tuesday Discussion Group, sponsored 
»v our office in Paris. 
/Question/ What is the volume of Arab investments in France and what economic 
fields do they flow into? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: First we should define what is meant by "Arab investments." 
It means investments made by a person, a group of persons, or an Arab 
eovernment in the foliowing fields: finance, industry, trade, and real 
ostate. This type of investment has remained very limited, such that it 
represents only 1 or 2 percent of the total foreign investments in France. 
it is true that this percentage is general.v not to be taken lightly, but 
if we compare the different sources of foreign investment, we find them 
tividec up as follows: 50 percent from European countries, about 25 percent 
trom the United States, and the rest is distributed between Japan and other 
countries. Then we realize chat the share of the Arab countries is still 
very slight. We also do not see many joint companies administered by Arab 
financiers. In short, beginning with 1974 we have expected the volume of 

ab investments to noticeably increase, but “his still has not happened. 


vesticn/ In your view, what is keeping Arab investors from entering the 
arket in France? 


JAnswer/ Mr Nuyih: I believe that, at first, Arab investors hesistated 

about cue type and fields of investment that would suit them. First they 
entered the field of banking and made short-term financial deposits, as an 
initial step in the field of investing there money. But this is not investment 
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in the real sense of the word. The French banks that received this money 
did no more than to play their role as international banks, helping the 

flow of capital. After that, some Arab investors undertook to choose 
certain sectors in which to invest their money, and concentrated in particu- 
lar on two of them. The first is the sector of real estate. But even in 
this field we notice that Britain, for example, has tremendous priority, 
perhaps because the market in London is considered to be the largest in all 
of Europe. In any case, Paris is in a second ca”egory, with the Arabs having 
bought a number of hotels and buildings which have offices for rent. But 
this is hardly anything in comparison to what they have bought in Britain 
and America. The second sector that the Arabs have concentrated on is that 
of banking. Paris has become a depository for huge #wunts of capital 
because many Arab individuals and groups have choser ‘. as a base from which 
to operate in Europe. There remains the fact that it is difficult to pre- 
pare accurate statistics about Arab investments in Frence because of the 
financial groups that operate in the French arena often have headquarters 
outside France, in particular, in Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Holland. 


/Question/ What is Bichera Shukri's opinion on this subject? 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: I think that Mr Nuyih has answered tiie question 
properly, but I would like to add a few remarks to express the point of 
view of the bankers. 


Before carrying out any investment operation, it is necessary to c:«sider 
three basic matters, all of which pose dangers to which the investor is 
exposed. There is the danger arising from fluctuation in currency values. 

In order for an owner of capital to be safe from this, he usually chooses 

the real estate sector, because he knows well that a drop in the value of 

the franc, for example, is compensated by the rise in value of the real 
estate, year after year. Perhaps this is what explains the fact that the 
trend of Arab investments in France, during the past years, has been primiarly 
toward the sector of real estate. 


Then there is the political danger. Up till the middle of last year the 
Arabs were fearful about the future of the political situation in France. 
This did not encourage them to increase their investments, so they preferred 
to be patient and wait. Today, however, there is more danger. Finally there 
is the danger arising from the type or form of the investment itself, and the 
extent of its profitability for the investor. Here we have a problem of choice: 
the choice of what sector to invest in and how much to invest. The sector 
which presents the least danger to someone coming from the Middie East is 

the sector of real estate, and in particular hotels, because hotel managemert 
presents no difficulty. And tinally, I should say that there is another 
element which has played an important role in steering Arab investments, 

and this is embodied in the fact that the large-scale Arab investors are 
generally from countries in the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf area, and these 
are countries which have long been bound by commercial and economic ties 

to the Anglo-Saxon councries, especially Britain. So from the beginning they 
were directed toward the British market in particular. But lately noticeable 
changes have taken place, because the fieids of investment have diversified 
in terms of countries and in terms of secto)s 


; 











/Answer/ Jean Dabaghi: I think that, above all, it must be pointed out 

that the rise in the prices of petroleum has increased the financial power 

of the Arabs and that this has led them to seek to invest their money in 
foreign countries, despite all the dangers involved in doing that, and they 
have concentrated particularly on high-profit investments. They began with 
the banking sector, where they invested large amounts of money, anc also 

they bought gold. Statistics show that, since 1974, the Arabs have been 

the people who have bought the most gold. This is one factor. There is also 
another factor which has played its role in directing Arab investments, 

and this is the fact that the Arabs, within a very short time, found themselves 
masters of a huge fortune and found it necessary to administer this financial 
forture. They lacked experience in the field of making investments in foreign 
countries, and did not have available enough information about the investment 
markets in Europe. Also, their banking system was not sufficiently deveioped 
to allow them to enter the European markets easily and with full knowledge o. 
what was going on. We should add to all this the instability in the values 

of the major currencies, especially the crisis of the dollar, since most of 
the Arab financial deposits are made in dollars. The conversion of their 
capital was causing them great financial losses, as what happened, for example 
in 1975-76, and the Arabs became convined that the best solution, for the 
present time, was to set up Arab banks in Europe and entrust them with 
administering their money after staffing them with a number of both Arab 

and European experts. In this field in particular France has enjoyed special 
priority on the part ot the Arab investors, and in France there have appeared 
numerous Arab banks, or Franco-Arab and European-Arab banks. 








/Answer/ Dr Shafiq al-Akhras: My opinion is that Arab investments are 

still in their beginnning stages in spite of the fact that in the last 2 

or 3 years we have witnessed an increase in their number and size. There has 
also begun to appear diversification in the distribution of these investments 
among the various economic sectors. 


In view of the fect that it is difficult to give exact figures concerning 

these investments, it would be better for us to list some of their characteristics, 
in particular the following: The importance of these investments lies in their 
growth with respect to the past, but this importance remains relative if 

you compare these investments with those made by other countries in France. 

For example, total Arab investments in France may not equal more than between 

| and 3 percent of the total foreign investments, which shows that their 

relative importance in France is still limited. 


has been noticed that Arab investments in France mainly are directed 
ward the sector of real estate, and this has been pointed out by some of 

che gentlemen who are participating in the Discussion Group. However, Arab 
investors have begun to demonstrate a clear desire to enter other fields of 
investment. Also, there are Arab investments in the sector of banking, 
which were already begun years ago, and most of them have proven to be 
successful, especially when made with Arab banks, whether they were joint 
Franco-Arab and Arab-European banks, or whether they were branches of banks 
in Arab countries. 





ES SSS 


There are also other sectors that the Arabs have been interested in investing 
in. 


Among them there are, for example, hotels, general service contracting firms, 
construction companies, in addition to shares, still limited in number, in 
industrial corporations. It has been noticed that the Arab investments which 
are largest in number are private investments. As for government investments, 
they are still limited and sometimes are made indirectly, for example, they 
are made through a firm which is either wholly or mostly owned by the Arab 
country involved. 


Naturally private investments are more active than government investments, 
which are subject to particular considerations. Private Arab investments 
mostly are made by individuals rather than companies. The reason for this 
may be attributable to the fact that the individual firm is still the distin- 
guishing characteristic of the framework of most Arab economies. 


/Question/ Wha’ ire the easy terms or difficulties which are encountered 
by Arab investc who come to France for the first time? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: At this point I will try to enumerate the easy terms 
which are avilable to foreign investors who come to France. I should assure 
you, above all, that France is a country generally open to foreign investment, 
and that the French government agencies which are involved, such as the 
Ministry of Finance and Economy, usually grant all the necessary licenses to 
foreign investors, who are able to operate in complete freedom, particularly 
in the field of real estate. Let me add that foreign investors, like French 
investors, are able to obtain help and financial support from the French 
Government regarding some types of investments. We in France, as in many 
other countries, have a special system which is a system of regional aid. 

This means that there is aid which is granted especially to whoever under- 
takes to invest in some French areas and provinces which are suffering from 
an unemployment crisis and which are considered somewhat backward, or whose 
industries are going through significant crises, such as the shipbuilding 
industry, and the steel industry. There are many foreign investors who 

have decided to establish themselves in these provinces after getting signifi- 
cant aid. The Americans, more than any others, have known how to make use 

of these opportunities, and have established themselves in a number of areas 
which are considered somewhat isolated, but they have profited from doing so. 


Right now we are undertaking to explain all of this to the Arabs and we hope 
that they will show increased interest in this type of investment, and in 
the areas that we indicate to them. 


/Question/ Fine. But Arab investors are usually not lacking in capital. 
What they want is to eliminate the administrative barriers which are embodied 
in the numerous legal procedures and long periods of time necessary before 
getting the necessary licenses. And they want an easing of the condit ‘ons 
and restraints that are sometimes imposed on foreign investors generally and 
Arab investors in particular. We know, for example, that there exists a 

law which forbids a foreigner from owning more than 15 or 20 percent of the 
capital of French firms. Am I right in thinking that herein lies the basic 
problem? 











/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: I think that the system of foreign investments in France 
is a flexible system. As far as the real estate sector is concerned, there 
are no great problems there. If an Arab investor wants to buy a flat, an 
apartment building, an office building, or a hotel, he will encounter no 
difficulty. It is sufficient that he show his source of captial, .hat is, 
that he bring his money into the country with him, and that it be hard 
currency. Also, buying shares in French banks involves no obstacles. Some 
Arab investors have already bought percentates of the capital of French banks. 
So there is complete freedom for foreign investors in France, and the flow 

of foreign capital is not subject to complicated restrictions. Also the 
French Government does not interfere in commercial transactions which take 
place between foreign investors and their French counterparts. 


[Question] What is the maximum permitted foreign share in the capital of 
French firms? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: The maximum percentage of capital that a foreign person 
can acquire in a French firm is 20 percent. If the percentage is above that 
figure, then this calls for the application of foreign investment law regula- 
tions and requires the obtaining of a special license from the government 
administrative agencies concerned. 


Let us take, as an example, a foreign investor who has acquired 19 percent 
of the capital of a French firm, and then added two other shares of 19 
percent each, through two Swiss banks, and has come to own 5/7 percent of the 
firm. Action will be taken against him for doing this, because in such a 
case he was supposed to obtain a special license. 


But on the other hand, if 50, 100, or 200 foreign investors share in owning 
30 percent of a French firm, this is a matter which requires no special steps 
to be taken, at least as far as firms registered on the stock exchange are 
concerned. As for smaller and middle-size firms, any foreigner can own 20 
percent of its capital. But if it goes beyond that figure, then it requires 
tle obtaining of a special license from the Central Bank of France. This 

is an easy procedure, the purpose of which is to enable the Central Bank 

tu monitor the transfer of capital and exchange procedures, and to be sure 
that, in fact, foreign capital, in hard currency, has entered France. So 
when the foreign investor decides to leave France permanently and case his 
activities in the country, he will encounter no difficulty in taking his 
capital out with him, as long as the Central Bank has had prior knowledge 

‘f his activities. As I menionted before, it is only a question of monitoring 
*ne flow of capital. The difficulties begin if the foreign investor exceeds 
he figure of 20 percent of the capital of a French firm. Im such a case he 
must obtain a license from the Treasury Department of the Ministry of Economy, 
whether the matter concerns buying an existing firm or establishing a new 
firm. As for the periods of time necessary to obtain the above-mentioned 
license, they vary between 1 month and 2 months at the most. Important 
investment operations of this sort naturally take place within the framework 
of the country's economic policy, and I assure you that in such a matter a 
request will harldy be turmed down. 











/Question/ Are there any particular conditions set with regard to banks? 


[Answer/ Mr Nuyih: If the investment operation concerns banks, then there 
are additional steps that need to be gone through in addition to the legal 
procedures that I have already mentioned. It is necessary to obtain the 
approval of the National Loan Council, which is a body that oversees the 
administration of the affairs of banking establishments. Everyone has to 
obtain this approval, whether he is a French or a foreign investor. These 
are, in brief, the most important legal and administrative procedures that 
have to be gone through in France. 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: I think that Mr Nuyih has given a detailed answer 
with regard to the legal questions which are considered to be basic, but I 
have some remarks that I would like to add. Actually we Arab investors do 
not encounter great difficulties in our pursuit of commercial activities in 
France, at least as long as our percentage of ownership in French firms does 
not exceed 20 percent. Laws are laws, and one must comply with them, since 
every country has them. France has set up an integral system for dealing 
with foreign investors and has provided some easy terms. And there are 
clear agreements and contracts, and things proceed according to them. 


The only thing that causes us a lot of difficulties is that which stems 

from the bureaucracy and its red tape. The French administriive system 

is famous for its negligence, sluggishness, and complexity. Our difficulties 
actually appear after obtaining the government license and the approval of 
the National Loan Council. The French administrative agencies concerned 
demand that we furnish numerous reports, statistics, and information in the 
form of enumerated paragraphs. With regard to the banks, for example, it 

is necessary to send reports to various government agencies, including the 
Central Bank of France, the National Loan Council, and the French Bank 
Association. Although this does not present tremendous difficulties to us, 
it still represents a type of boring red tape which makes us needlessly waste 
a lot of time. But if we compare the French system with the American 

system, for example, we find it more flexible. In the United States it 

is necessary to inform the appropriate government agencies about every invest- 
ment which is above 5 percent, and this is something which does not exist 

in France. 


/Question/ What is the opinion of Dr Shafiq al-Akhras on this matter? 


/Answer/ Dr Shafiq al~Akhras: I do not think that there are serious 
difficulties which one cannot overcome. On the contrary, our experience 

has proven that France is a country with a liberal policy and that its recep- 
tivity to foreign investors has remained flexible, when compared with the 
other Western European countries. The discussion about difficulties more 

or less amounts to matters wuich mostly have to do with the fact that Arab 
investors from the oil-producing countries do not know French well, in addition 
to the fact that they have historically been more closely connected with 
other markets such as the British and American markets. But progress is 
being made, and there is an evergrowing daily increase in contacts between 
these investors and the firms. One could perhaps talk about difficulties 











which arise from unfamiliarity with the possibilities of France and its 
firms. This is an area which perhaps requires a lot of effort on the part 
of the French to inform Arab investors about the possibilities available to 
them in France and the necessary steps and procedures to follow in order 

to make their investments. 


Let me add that the existence of a growing number of Arab banks and financial 
institutions in France has helped, and is still helping, to surmount the 
obstacles which Arab investors may find in the field of consultation, study, 
and implementation in the various areas of investment. 


/Question/ Is there any problem with regard to taxes and social welfare 
expenses? 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: Every country in the world has taxes, and they 

are generally higher in France than in the other European countries. But 
here the matter depends on the type of firm and its field of activity. For 
example, if an investor has bought a French firm or come to own a portion 

of it, he will pay the same taxes as a Frenchman would. But if the Arab 
investor's role is that of opening a bank in order to dispose of foreign 
capital or to engage in international trade activities, then he pays taxes on 
the expenses and it is possible for him to obtain some easy terms. In this 
case taxes are from 2.6 to 5.6 percent. 


/Question/ Let me ask the question in a manner which makes it clearer: 
Do Arab investors complain about the rise in taxes and in other expenses in 
France, or do they not? 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: The taxes in France are generally moderate. It 
is true that they are high if we compare them with the taxes in Britain, 
for example, but still they are reasonable. But the problem arises from 
the other expenses such as contributions to the social security fund, the 
retirement fund, etc. These types of expenses are really very high. But 
in the end we cannot say that what we pay in the way of taxes and social 
welfare expenses represents a very large obstacle if we look at the invest- 
mert operation and its profits as a whole rather than at its details. 


/Question/ We have seen how Arab investments in France are nearly limited 
to two basic sectors, which are the sectors of banking and of real estate. 
What are the other sectors that Arabs could invest in? 


‘ nswer/ Mr Nuyih: I think that today Arab financiers have great interest 
ii: undertaking investments in areas other than those which we have mentioned. 
. am constantly startled by the huge amounts of capital that are brought from 
the oil-producing countries and deposited in international banks. France has 
used some of it, by means of taking out loans--in order to finance its large- 
scale economic projects such as the public service and supply projects, the 
building of electrical and nuclear power stations, the distribution of the 
gas, telephone, and electricity networks and making their services more 











universally available--from French banks, Arab banks, and jointly owned 

banks. These huge amounts of money which the Arab oil-producing countries 
have deposited in France are still semi-frozen, waiting for their owners to 
decide on the choice of sectors of investment that suit their desires, under 
compatible political and economic circumstances. Yes, it is very possible 
that the time will come when Arab investments take on other forms, and we 
have actually already begun to sense clear indications of this. The reason 
for this is that the political and economic situation in France has become 
more stable. The important thing to note here is the appearance of joint 
investments between Arabs and Frenchmen. There are industrial projects 

which are under consideration and others which are in the process of being 
implemented. We can mention, for example, the Copenord de Chemie project 

in the French port of Dunkerque. It is a national French project, in the 
petrochemical industrial field, which was the result of profitable cooperation 
between French technology and Arab capital. And for a year and a half already 
an Arab group has been making joint investments in the field of industrial 
construction. This is something important because the metal industries have 
very important sales outlets in a number of Arab countries. 


I believe that now there exists integration between French technology and 
Arab financial capability. I do not doubt that this cooperation will grow 
rapidly and will encompass a number of industrial fields, such as the field 
of electronics where there have been joint investments in companies under 
the firm Thompson CSF, and in the area of the telephone industry. I am sure 
that the electronics industry field is undergoing noticeable expansior and 
development, and it is the object of interest on the part of Arab financiers. 


/Question/ Mr Bishara Shukri may have another opinion regarding this question. 
Why have Arab investments kept on concentrating on the sector of real estate 
and not diversified? 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: Why real estate? From the beginning we have been 
saying that this is the only sector that protects an investment from fluctu- 
ations in the values of currencies and compensates for inflation losses 
through increases in the value of the real estate. We feel that it is the 
easiest and least risky type of investment, aside from the fact that people 
who generally lack business experience consider the real estate sector to be 
an easy field because it does not create too much trouble for them. But 

we do not deny that there are other types of Arab investments in France, for 
example, in the field of heavy industry. Likewise there are numerous small 
and medium-size French firms which are constantly asking us whether or not 
there is some Arab capital to be invested in them and to create joint companies 
for marketing in the Middle East. At this point I would like to make an 
important remark, and that is that France lacks what we call in English 
“management consultants," which are firms which specialize in giving advice 
to foreign investors. This role, at the present time, is being played by 
the Arab banks. 


LAnswer/ Mr Nuyih: It is true that France suffers from shortcomings in this 
field, due to her lack of firms of this type that are able to play the role 
of middle-men and seek solutions to the problems of investors. Even if there 








are some firms coming into existence for this purpose, all banks do not 

have them. But it must be admitted that Arab banksand also French banks 
have accomplished a lot in this field, especially since offering services 
to investors is not one of the reasons for their being established. And 
finally, I hope we will soon make up for our lagging behind in this area. 


/Answer/ Jean Dabaghi: I have an important remark that I would like to add 
to what has already been said about types of investments and their trends. 
People usually talk about Arab investments in general, and at the same time 
they talk about money, as if these were two different things. There are two 
types of Arab investments. There are private investments and government 
investments. The petrodollars are in the hands of the governments and not 

in the hands of private citizens. For this reason, if one of the governments 
invests its money, it does so in order to increase production and to achieve 
benefits inside the country, not outside the country. But private individuals 
are looking for quick profits wherever they are, and this is why they have 
concentrated on the area of real estate, where there is usually no government 
interference. A government invests its money inside the country in order 

to help its economy grow. The industrial countries are appealing for 
participation with them to utilize their technical capabilities. And the 
joint industrial operation between Qatar and France is unique of its kind 

and of great benefit. 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: When Arabs who are well-known undertake to invest their 
money in French firms, this means that they are investing their money in 
productive fields which can have big markets in the Middle East, such that 
later on French technology can be brought to that area. Also, when an 

Arab businessman invests his money in electronics firms, this also means 
obtaining technology which can be shared by Europe and the Arab countries. 


/Answer/ Jean Dabaghi: So far I have yet to see a well-known Arab businessman 
set particular conditions for his investments. There really are those who 

want their country and the other Arab countries to begin using French tech- 

no ogy after 2 or 3 years and who are making efforts in this direction. They 
have brought their staffs from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Syria to study in 

the firms that they want to invest in. In a few years these staffs are trained 
either to work in these firms or to return to their countries and use their 
expertise there. But a unique initiative such as this remains rare, and is 
undertaken only by a few people. 


/(uestion/ Concerning Arab investments in France. How are they looked upon? 
tow are they received bw the French? And, in particular, how are you bank 
ners treated by the French authorities and businessmen? 


/Answer/ Dr Shafiq al-Akhras: Our experience permits us to assure you 

that the French authorities welcome and aid the growth of Arab investments 
in France. We also believe that French economic circles consider that these 
investments are a positive element because they contribute toward promoting 
Franco-Arab reiations. 
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As tor what is said or broadcasted concerning criticism by some newspapers 
or the appearance of occasional negative reactions, this does not represent 
public opinion, but merely expresses reactions which are limited to small 
groups of people. Also, every country is bound to have some reations like 
these. Man, by nature, is jealous of his property and needs time to think 
matters over before deciding whether or not it is in his interest to let 
someone else share in his investment efforts in his own country. 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: I would like to answer this question on two levels. 
The level of personal reception was very warm, and the reason for that, I 
think, is the reputation and size of our bank. As for the specialists and 
businessmen, the only thing that interests them is the financial aspect and 
achieving profits. 


As for the second level, which is that of the people as a whole and public 
opinion, we always encounter an element of chauvinism (exaggerated narrow- 
mindedness and superpatriotism) in France, Britain, and the other European 
countries. We should not ignore the fact that there is emotional resistance 
to Arab financial investments. This is a feeling that is reflected by the 
local press. The world “petrodollar," which was created by the West, has a 
derogatory meaning on the level of the common people, who do not consider it 
to be a good thing to have Arab money coming in from the Middle East. But 
we must admit that we have no problems with the French political and admin- 
istrative authorities, nor with the professional businessmen. 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: I agree with you--to some extent. Let us first begin 
with the official government position. Here we have to use as a basis the 
form of investments, the area in which they are made, and then the investors 
themselves. It is not possible for French authorities to have the same 
attitude toward all foreign investors. Take for example the sector of 
banking. When you want to form a bank, it is a simple matter. It is enough 
for a bank to be strong and serious in order that it be received with open 
arms because this helps to correct the balance of trade. But if the owner 
of the bank is not knowledgeable about banking matters, is unknown, and comes 
to Paris to create problems, then this makes the authorities fearful of him, 
and maybe his request will be turned down. But that is something that 
happens only one time out of a thousand. As far as the sector of strategic 
industries is concerned (such as the field of electronic weapons), I believe 
that the French authorities prevent the transfer of ownership of the large 
companies into foriegn hands. If Arab financial groups wanted, for example, 
to buy the Thompson or Matra jirm, I am sure that that would be impossible. 


But if an Arab group approached Thompson with a proposal to participate, 
in practice, in the buying of a fourth or a fifth of a branch of the 
American corporation ITT in France, then in that case we would be seeing 
a Franco-Arab group undertaking to purchase American interests in France, 
and thus France would be regaining its dominance in the telephone and 
electronics fields. That, of course, would be encouraged, and would be 
welcomed by all. 
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/Question/ But why does French public opinion take a hostile stand toward 
Arab investments? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: French public opinion is against foreign investments 
in general, and not just against Arab investments. Of course, there is a 
strong reaction against some countries that are considered very wealthy. 
The reason for the fear is that these countries are capable of acquiring 
many firms in a short space of time. I feel that this fear is unjustified 
at the present time because, as I mentioned at the beginning of this 
discussion, Arab investments are still very small. But there is a latent 
fear. People say, for example, that the English represent no danger to 
French interests, because they are not rich and cannot buy all that they 
want. The Arabs, on the other hand, have enough money to enable them to 
buy everything that they want. 


/Question/ Did the French fear the Americans in the 50's and 60's when they 
were buying everything? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: Yes, the Americans also aroused fear in French citizens. 
Whenever a French firm was bought by an American financial group, it created 
a number of problems on the local level. But there is the force of habit 
which, if it continues, prevails. When an American firm is well-known in 
France, it usually becomes French in people's minds, to the extent that they 
forget its origin and identity. And I believe that this will happen with the 
Arab firms. 


/Question/ But the press, in particular, has persisted in giving a distorted 
picture of Arab investors. Why is this? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: The press generally has shown a strange reaction. The 
French press opposes foreign investments because it considers that it is a 
loss to sell a French firm to foreigners. This view of things is still 
present in people's minds. And if you add to this the special connotation 
given by the word “petrodollar," then we would understand the meaning behind 
‘ue attitude of the press. 


{Question/ But often some French firms, who have been in bad straits, have 
asked for help from Arab financiers, and the French Government itself has hoped 
that this help would come. Is this apparently a field in which Arab investments 
are welcome? 


Answer/ Dr Shafiq al-Akhras: I do not think that this is true as far as 
he French authorities are concerned. But as for some firms, which are in 
‘ire financial straits, trying to solicit aid from Arab investors, this is 
something which goes on in every country. Whoever is in a tight spot tries 
to get out of the tight spot however he can. Arab investors have to be 
careful when they study what is being offered to them, and this advice 
applies to whatever is offered to them in France or anywhere else. This 
situation is not unique to France, as far as investing is concerned. 














/Answer/ Jean Dabaghi: There is something that we have not talked about, and 
that is the effort on the part of a well-known Arab businessman to buy a 
shipbuilding plant, located in southern France, which was sufferirzg from a 
financial crisis. This is why we understand how Arab capital is welcomed when 
it is able to save, when possible, a firm which is threatened by bankruptcy. 


On the other hand, Arab capital encounters all sorts of barriers when it is 
directed toward dynamic fields (telephone services, the electronics industry, 
space industries), and these are the fields connected with the weapons industry. 
And here we touch upon a more important problem, which is the problem of 

the Middle East and the debate going on about whether or not it is possible 

to supply technology to the countries of the area, in other words, the trans- 
fer of technology from Europe to the Arab countries. Here it must be admitted 
that France and the European countries are opposed to acquisition by the 

Arab countries of technology which they might use according to their political 
trends. 


/Question/ What are the guarantees that Arab investors enjoy in France, in 
addition to the risk that is entailed by any investment operation? Are 

there other dangers which usually are attributed to changes which are political, 
economic, etc? 


/Answer/ Mr Nuyih: French law grants a foreigner the freedom to dispose 

of his investments however he wishes, whether it be on the level of converting 
currency or taking the capital out when the investor decides to cease his 
activities in our country. And this law has been respected under all circum 
stances, in spite of the deficit in the balance of payments. The only thing 
which perhaps creates a small obstacle is that, when foreign capital is taken 
out of France, there is an inspection to determine whether or not this capital 
includes the interests of a French citizen. This is because if Frenchmen 
want to invest their capital in a foreign country, they have to obtain a 
license. The French authorities are afraid that French individual might 
undertake to smuggle out their capital along with foreign capital. So the 
purpose of this surveillance, which is aimed at operations of taking capitai 
out of the country, is to monitor Frenchmen and not foreigners. And the time 
required to grant the permit does not exceed 1 month. A foreign investor 

is free to take his capital out of the country. There are international 
agreements which have been signed by France and a number of Arab countries 
and other countries. In order to protect foreign investments, there exists 
also the freedom for foreigners to take their profits out of the country. 


/Answer/ Bishara Shukri: There are no particular French guarantees on the 
individual level. The French cannot guarantee to us that our investments will 
be profitable. The individual is solely responsible for his investments. 

But on the public level, as Mr Nuyih mentioned, that is the freedom to take 
capital out of the country, the freedom to liquidate an account, and the only 
restrictions are the usual technical ones. As for the political danger, we 
are protected from it by means of international treaties and bilateral 
agreements between countries. And countries that open their doors to the 
entry of foreign capital usually pledge to protect it and do not allow its 
owners the freedom to do as they wish there. And this is what happens in 
France. 
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/Question/ What is the volume of Saudi investments in France? And what are 
the areas that they are distributed in? 


/Answer/ Dr Shafiq al~Akhras: It is difficult to give a definite figure 
about Saudi investments in France, but I believe that, for several years now, 
they have been increasing. At the present time they could be described as 
being distributed as follows: 1) individual ownership of provate residential 
real estate in the Paris area and on the Cote d'Azur, 2) real estate for 
investment, whether office buildings, commerical centers, or otherwise, 3) 
some hotels, and I believe that other Arabs share these investments with 
their Saudi investors, 4) individual shares in some French financial firms, 
5) shares in French corporations, most of which carry out public contracting 
services and construction in Saudi Arabia, 6) a limited number of shares, 

in other firms, which are distributed among numerous sectors, and of course 
there is the Saudi Bank and the group to which it belongs. 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SAHARANS ATTACK MOROCCAN POSITIONS--The Defense Ministry of the Saharan 
Democratic Arab Republic has announced that the Saharan People's Liberation 
Army again attacked the positions of the Royalist Moroccan Forces in Semara 
and destroyed one of them completely. This is after the defeat inflicted 
on the forces of invasion 2 days ago at the hands of the Saharan fighters. 
The communique said that on the morning of 21 July the Saharan Army 
attacked positions of the Royalist Forces in Semara and bombarded them 
with its heavy artillery, destroying one of these positions completely. 

The communique also said that four royalist soldiers were killed in this 
shelling and (?six) others received various injuries. The communique said 
that 3 days earlier a convoy of personnel-carriers coming from El Bouirat 
drove into a minefield laid by the Saharan Army. This resulted in the 
destruction of two jeeps and one truck, and five of their occupants were 
killed. [Text] [Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 2300 GMT 24 Jul 79 LD] 


MOROCCO-SAHARA COMMUNICATIONS CUT--Morocco has cut off telephone and tele- 
gram communications between Las Palmas and El Aiun, the former capital of 
Spanish Sahara. Source in Las Palmas have stated that Morocco cut off the 
24 communications channels between the two cities with no explanation. Ac- 
cording to the Las Palmas LA PROVINCIA the motives for the cut in communi- 
cations are purely political and correspond to Morocco's desire to prevent 
the transmission of news on the situation in the Sahara. [Summary] [Madrid 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 21 Jul 79 LD) 


cso: 3110 
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ALGERIA 


RELATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES TO PRESIDENTIAL POWERS DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 3 Jul 79 p 4 
[Article by Daniel Junqua] 


[Text] Algiers--On Saturday 13 June the National People's Assembly, at the 
end of a very short debate, unanimously adopted the draft law providing re- 
vision of the constitution, which had been put forward by the president of 
the Republic. 


The changes thus effected in the Fundamental Law, in accordance with recom- 
mendations made by the FLN [National Liberation Front] last January, do not 
challenge the main lines of a system that remains strongly presidential. 

They are basically improvements aimed either at complementing the power struc- 
tures, or filling the gaps, or harmonizing the provisions that concern the 
party's operations and those of the state. For this reason the length of the 
presidential term is reduced from six to five years, to coincide with the 
periodicity of the Party's congress, the chief of state being at the same time 
*he general secretary of the FLN and "embodying the unity of leadership of the 
“arty and the state." 


The new constitutional text makes it obligatory from now on for the prime min- 
ister to be appointed by the president of the Republic. Such an appointment 
was formerly optional, and President Boumediene had abstained from carrying it 
out. Faithful to the vow expressed by the FLN Congress, President Chadli 
Benjedid did not wait for the constitutional revision to fill that gap, but 
entrusted that task to Mr Abdelghani, a member of the Political Bureau and a 
former member of the Revolutionary Council. He holds that job along with the 
irterior portfolio, which he held in the previous government. 


other change provided for is to give the chief of state the possibility-- 
and not the obligation--of naming several vice presidents rather than just one. 
There is nothing to indicate that he will be tempted to use this new preroga- 
tive in the near future. The composition of the present government is the 
iruit of minutely detailed balancing and reflects a delicate balance that might 
be disturbed by new appointments. 
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Art 117 of the Fundamental Law, so often evoked and commented upon at the 

time of President Boumediene's long illness, was finally the subject of a sub- 
stantial addition. This is the text arranging for the succession of the pres- 
ident of the Republic should there be a permanent vacancy in the government. 

It now provides for a temporary vacancy “on account of serious and long-lasting 
illness."" The existence of such an illness must be confirmed “by all approp- 
riate means" by the FLN's Central Committee, the Party's supreme authority. 
That organization then proposes that a two-thirds majority of the Popular Nat- 
ional Assembly “declare a state of impediment." The Chamber is to do the same, 
by a two-thirds majority of the deputies. They then entrust to the president 
of their Assembly the position of interim chief of state for a period not to 
exceed 45 days. If at the end of that period the president has not recovered 
his capacities, he is considered discharged. The interim appointment of the 
president of the National Assembly is then extended for a new 45-day period, 
during which a presidential election must be organized, after the Party Congress 
has appointed its candidate. 


At the time of the succession to President Boumediene last January, debates 
agitated the Algerian political class concerning the opportunity to profoundly 
revise a constitution some said had been custom-made to fit one person. That 
thesis did not prevail and President Chadli Bendjedid keeps essentially the 
Same powers his predecessor had. He must of course appoint a prime minister 
"from among the members of his government," but the latter's task is seen to 
be strictly limited. He "assists" the chief of state in "coordinating govern- 
mental activity and putting it into operation in accordance with decisions tak- 
en in the Council of Ministers." On the other hands, he exercises his prerog- 
atives "within the framework of the powers delegated to him by the president 
of the Republic." And it is the chief of states who presides, after his elec- 
tion, over the weekly meeting of the Council of Ministers, during which he an- 
nounces his "positions." 


As chief of state, of the Party and of the government, President Chadli 
Bendjedid also has supreme control over the army, of which he is a product. 
In fact, he holds the Defense portfolio. Thus he has at his “isposal an ex- 
tremely extensive range of means that would enable him, if ne«l be, to have 
his will prevail. 





8946 
CSO: 4400 


17 











ALGERIA 


RELEASE OF FORMER PRESIDENT DISCUSSED 

History of Imprisonment 
Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Jul 79 pp l, 3 
|Article by Daniel Junqua} 


[Text] Mr Ben Bella's release from prison, announced on 

the evening of 5 July by a laconic dispatch from the agency, 
Algeria Press Service, and broadcast on television and radio, 
is presented again this Thursday, without further commentary, 
on page three of the official daily EL MOUDJAHID. 


The former president was transferred amid the greatest se- 
crecy to M'sila, a small city 30 km southeast of Algiers. 


Algiers--Buried in the middle of the 2000 news bulletin; pronounced in an im- 
personal tone, one little almost-insignificant sentence nevertheless produced 
the effect of a bomb on listeners to Algerian radio. That little sentence an- 
vounced--as if it were a minor event and on the whole banal--that "in addi- 
tion, on the occasion of the 17th anniversary of independence, the measures 
against Mr Ben Bella have been lifted." The same formul:, equally laconic, 
was broadcast at the same time by the official agency, APS [ALGERIA PRESS 
SERVICE}. 


For the first time since 19 June 1965, the date on which then Defense Minister 
Col Boumediene had burst into power, the name of Algeria's first chief of 
State has reappeared in the country's news organs. 


Sh rtly afterward we learned from a private source that the release of the 
tocmer chief of state was not as total as the cc.munique broadcast by the 
a.chorities would have us suppose. 


Mr Ben Bella was in fact transferred from the house where he was being held 
in Mitidja, not far from Boufarik, to a villa at M'Sila, a small city of the 
high plateaus, located some 300 km southeast of Algiers. The operation took 
place amid the greatest secrecy. 
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At M'Sila the former chief of state will enjoy total freedom of movement 
within the boundaries of the district, which for the moment he will not be 
allowed to leave. He will be able to receive friends and his family freely. 
The latter, indeed, had not forgotten him, despite the obstacles erected be- 
tween them and the prisoner, and the harassment, even humiliation to which 
the few intimates permitted to approach him had to submit. He even found a 
young woman among them, Mrs Zohra Sellami, a journalist for REVOLUTION 
AFRICAINE, who agreed to share his fate by marrying him. There were also 
many Algerians who in their heart of hearts harshly judged the strictness 
deployed against one of the great conquerors in the struggle for national 1lib- 
eration. 


The past of the first Aigerian chief of state made unacceptable the fate that 
had been reserved for him, all the more so because he had not been the subject 
of any proceeding and had not been sentenced. 


The death of President Boumediene, the pushing into the background of the 
last members of the famous Oujda group, the spearhead of the plot against 

Mr Ben Bella, and especially the relative obliteration of Mr Bouteflika, had 
awakened hope of seeing the prisoner freed. Was it not being said that 
President Boumediene himself had made the decision to release Mr Ben Bella 
after the FLN Congress that put the finishing touches on setting up the in- 
stitutional edifice? 


In the early months of 1978 the system of holding the prisoner had been re- 
laxed and he was able to receive a larger number of visits. Also, the rumors 
of an imminent release found considerable credibility last May. The commen- 
oration of 19 June 1965 passed without their materializing, but for a number 
of foreign personages this was an opportunity to express themselves. For this 
reason an appeal for clemency was launched by the Bertrand Russel Foundation 
of Great Britain and received many signatures, especially in France. As the 
years went by the 19th of June became not only the anniversary of "a revolu- 
tionary redress" leading to the "building of a modern state," but also the 
anniversary of Mr Ben Bella's going to prison. 


In choosing to free the former president on 5 July, the anniversary of inde- 

pendence, and not, as seems to have been envisaged at one time, on 1 November, 
the 25th anniversary of the beginning of the struggle for national liberation, 
the Algerian leaders undoubtedly wanted to endow the event with more solemnity. 


It now remains to be seen whether Mr Ben Bella, as we are officially assured, 
has reaily won the freedom to talk "with anyone who seems right to him," in- 
cluding journalists. In that respect the next few days will be conclusive, 
unless the former chief of state commits himself to a certain discretion. 
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Former Vice President's Statement 
Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text] Mohamed Boudiaf, a member of the Aigerian opposition in exile, be- 
lieves we must wait and see whether Mr Ben Bella's release is an isolated 
case or if it marks a new "policy position" on the part of the Algerian gov- 
ernment. 


Following Mr Boumediene's departure "men of power in Algiers must without 

any doubt be wondering if they are to continue the same totalitarian policy, 
or liberalize the Party of the Socialist Revolution," the former vice presi- 
dent of the provisional government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA), who was 
sentenced to death in 1964 and who today is a leader of the clandestine move- 
ment, said on Thursday on France-Inter. 


Defense Attorney's Comments 
Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text] Mrs Lafue-Veron, a court of appeal attorney in charge of 
Mr Ben Bella's defense, told us: 


"Mr Ben Bella is now able to move around the district he is in. He may re- 
ceive mail, see anyone he wants to see. This is a first step toward complete 
treedom. The credit for it must be given to the Algerian government. I hope 
this means the situation in Algeria is to be normalized, and perhaps we may 
even envisage the return of the opposition." 


Mrs Lafue-Veron stated that up until now the conditions of Mr Ben Bella's 
imprisonment had remained as she had described them in a letter to LE MONDE 
nearly three years ago. 


She wrote then (LE MONDE 24 December 1976): "The ‘house arrest' the Algerian 
government speaks of in referring to Mr Ahmed Ben Bella bears no relation to 
the legal reality implied by those words. Contrary to what we are led to be- 
lie.e in Algiers, Ahmed Ben Bella does not have a villa at his disposal, but 
rather three rooms at the top of a vast building inhabited by the many soldiers 
and poiicemen responsible for guarding him. These rooms are equipped with 
microphones and television circuits, so he can be watched at all times. He 
cannot approach the window overlooking the garden because of a huge grill in- 
stxlled on the inside. To take a walk, not only does he have no access to 

the garden surrounding the building, but he has just one 20-square-meter court- 
ve -d with no view of the outside, and he is watched while he walks by a ser- 
vat behind his machine gun. Every time his wife, who usually lives with him, 
goes to see her family, she is stripped and searched when she goes out and 

when she comes in...Ahmed Ben Bella is not allowed to send or receive any mail 
at all." 
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ALGERIA 


TRANSFER OF FUNDS BY ALGERIAN EMIGRES DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Jun 79 p 37 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: "The Transfer of Funds From France Has Diminished 
by Two Thirds" ] 


[Text] Algiers--"What is the strongest currency in the world?" 
"The dollar, I think, or perhaps the mark." 

"You aren't even warm, it is the Algerian dinar!" 

"Of course, you're joking." 


"Not at all. I will prove it. With his currency allotment of 330 dinars a 
tourist going to Europe can stay there two weeks or longer, return with his 
suitcases full of gifts for his family and friends, replenish his wardrobe and 
even present himself with a high fidelity system. What other currency has such 
purchasing power?" 


This Algerian story is not new. But it is based on fact. One word gives the 
key to the mystery: ‘''compensation.'' Money from the Algerian emigre commun- 
ity is increasingly being used to finance purchases in Europe, especially in 
France, for the benefit of relatives and friends remaining in the home country. 
This practice quickly broke out of the framework of the family or village. 
Merchants or tourists have set up supply networks that enable them to sell un- 
der cover--and sometimes even openly--the most recent Western-style articles 
and the latest "gadgets"' of consumer society. In this way they are realizing 
substantial profits. As for the candidates for the trip to Paris, they pro- 
cure the necessary currency by paying a high price for it, always by means of 
"compensation."" The franc, which is currently worth about 0.80 dinar, is pur- 
chased at two and sometimes three times its price. The amount in dinars is 
paid into an account in Algeria, or paid directly to a relative of a 

friend who is settled in France. The latter makes the proper sum available to 
his "customer"' when he arrives in Paris, Marseilles or Lyon. This system has 
the advantage that it leaves no trace. "Instead of cultural trips, many 


* 





*Air France has calculated that in the past year the average excess baggage of 
these passengers going from France to Algeria was 45 kilos, added to the regu- 
lation 20 kilos. 
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Algerians are thus taking 'Tati trips'*," says the weekly ALGERIE ACTUALITE. 


These machinations result in depreciating the dinar and circumventing the state 
monopoly of foreign trade established by a 1978 law, but in particular they 

cut off one of Algeria's sources of foreign currency supply. Speaking on this 
subject before the National Assembly at the time a customs code plan was under 
discussion, Ait Messaoudene, the Light Industry Minister, speaking for the gov- 
ernment, recalled that in the late sixties the some 500,000 workers who emi- 
grated to France regularly transferred to Algeria over 1,000,000,000 francs in 
order to help their families. They are now sending only a third of that amount, 
he said. The post offices in Kabylie and other regions with heavy emigration 
are no longer experiencing the "money order fever" that was seizing them at 

the end of every month. Commenting on the situation, EL MOUDJAHID recently 
said: "The assets of the immigrants in France--the whole world knows--end up 
in the accounts of the thousands of Algerian speculators...a genuine clearing 
agreement has been established between this parasitic fringe the emigree work- 
ers. Can the state allow the situation to deteriorate further?" 


One deputy has proposed making it obligatory for each emigre to transfer a 
certain percentage of his wages in accordance with his family's needs. En- 
forcing such a measuve would raise so many difficulties that it seems rather 
to belong in the category of pious vows. Another deputy, more realistic, sug- 
gested that the foreign currency allowance for tourists be raised to 2,000 
dinars. Believers wishing to make a pilgrimage to Mecca outside of the tradi- 
tional period are already profiting from this raise. But the practice of com- 
pensation has taken on such proportions that it seems difficult to reabsorb 
it, at the very least within the framework of the options currently in effect. 
Immigrants' money is not only being used to bring into Algeria "western" blue 
jeans and T-shirts--often made elsewhere (and this is not the least of the para- 
doxes), in Hongkong, Singapore or--Tunis! It is also being invested in the 
purchase of shops, neighborhood grocery stores, service stations, cafes, ctc. 
In Paris alone, a good dozen travel agencies belonging to Algerians are at- 
tracting to their counters the bulk of the battalions of Maghribian or African 
workers anxious to return to their home countries for their vacations. 


iimbits are started, channeis are in place. It will be all the more difficult 
to go back because the activity of the "traffickers" is responsive to real 
needs, whether psychological or concrete; to be "with it,'' the young people 
are ready for any sacrifices. "Take a tour of our libraries,"' says the weekly 
ALGERIE ACTUALITE. ''FEMMES D'AUJOURD'HUI, ELLE and other magazines of that 
ype are the only periodicals to be found in sufficient quantity...The nation- 
al market, deprived of products competitive with those represented by these 
lagazines or those brought in by certain privileged Algerians, is out of the 
,ame." 


But the ''marginal imports" of immigration are also a safety valve in a rigid 
state-controlled commercial system. They make it possible to operate a number 
of pieces of equipment or machines, pumps, winches, automobiles, etc., which 
without this safety valve would have been immobilized long ago, the national 
companies not being in a position to meet all their obligations satisfactorily. 
*The name of a large store frequented chiefly by immigrant workers. 
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They also make up for some gaps in national production. Otherwise, how can 
we explain the smuggling of certain articles, especially out of Morocco? 

EL MOUDJAHID in the last few days revealed that two smugglers had just been 
arrested near Tlemcen. One was transporting 12,000 brassieres, the other 
92,000 zippers. 


The last-but-not-least consequence is that the sudden decline in the transfer 
of funds from France to Algeria changes the economic relations between the 

two countries. Paris had long argued from the "billion immigrants" in order 
to minimize the imbalance in its profit from the trade balance between the 

two countries, although for several years that sum had been far from covering 
the Algerian deficit. It will no longer be able to have recourse to that 
reasoning. In another connection, it seems increasingly clear that the in- 
migrant worker is not only a producer, but also a consumer. One figure per- 
taining to that is eloquent: in recent years the immigrants have introduced 
into Algeria some 220,000 automobiles, mostly French, or actually one third of 
the rolling stock. That throws light on a community profoundly integrated into 
French economic channels, whose departure, which would no doubt be far from 
helping France out of the economic stagnation it has been going through for 
several years, would no doubt plunge it in a little farther. 
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ALGERIA 


PROBLEMS OF COOPERANTS, PIED NOIRS REPORTED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jun 79 p 5 
[Article by Daniel Junqua: "The Last. 'Hostages'"'] 


[Text] Algiers--Mr Francois-Poncet on Saturday 23 June at the Olivier villa, 
the ambassador's residence, met with delegations representing the French com- 
munity in Algeria: leaders of the Chamber of Commerce and representatives of 
the industrialists and business circles, delegates from the various cooperant 
associations connected with the French spokesman union federations, and finally 
some "pied noirs'' who were unable to decide to leave Algeria after indepen- 
dence and who are paying dearly for a choice that at the time conformed to 

the spirit of the Evian accords. 


The industrialists have manifested their worry over diminishing Franco-Alger- 
ian trade and the consequences that a new deterioration in political relations 
might bring in that area. Faced with the crisis raging in Europe, many French 
firms are basing great hopes on the Algerian market, particularly in the fields 
cf building and engineering. The spectacular increase in the number of firms 
‘xhibiting in the next Algiers Inte.:national Fair in September bears witness 

to this. 


The cooperants, mostly teachers, for their part have expressed their opposition 
to the laws discussed in France concerning immigration. They have also made 
known their anxiety about the future. A number of them are agents, hOt Own- 
ers. This is the case with 80 percent of the cooperants in higher education. 
The problem of their integration comes up when they return to France; they ask 
that they at least be able to benefit from unemployment legislation, even when 
th y return voluntarily, and they are demanding that reconversion stages be 

ur -anged. 


spokesmen for the French who remained in Algeria after independence have once 
again described the distressing situation in which most of them find themselves. 
There are no more than 3,000 or 4,000 "pied noirs."' Several hundred still have 
personal property. Apart from several large owners, nearly all of them own 
only modest property; one a villa, one an apartment, one a little commercial 
property. Their average age is 66. Many of them would like to seil their 
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property so they can return to France with some resources. They cannot do 
it. In fact, the Algerian administration is refusing to issue the "no-vacancy 
certificates" they must have in order to sell. 


Those who succeeded several years ago in obtaining the precious paper cannot 
transfer their funds for lack of authorization by the Finance Ministry. "We 
are not asking much," one of them told us. "Merely that the rights enjoyed 
in France by Algerian emigrees be recognized here. Or that we be accorded the 
rank of repatriates and be compensated. There are so few of us now. It 
would not cost much, but in order to have the rank of repatriate one must 
have returned before 1 June 1970." "We are hostages," a still-"young" (he 

is “only” 60) merchant says bitterly. "Neither Algiers nor Paris wants to 
clear the record--the Algerians because it "globalizes" the matters in dis- 
pute, the French because it maintains a good grievance against Algiers." 


So they die discreetly, one after the other. Or one fine morning they leave, 
putting the key under the door or sending it to the consulate, abandoning a- 
partment, automobile and shop, to be collected by a sympathetic son or 
daughter. The needy, and they are numerous, receive aid distributed by the 
consulate: about 600 francs a month, less than the Algerian Interoccupational 
Minimum Growth Wage, which is currently 800 dinars*. Vacations in France, 

for those who have the means to take them, must not extend too long. Beyond 
two months, because of business provisions decreed in 1963 and never rescinded, 
their apartment is automatically declared vacant. 


At the rate the trips to Algeria of French Foreign Affairs Ministers have 

taken place (the last one goes back to 1974), the next visitor will undoubtedly 
escape, through the extinction of the interested parties, a traditional and 
disagreeable interview, though it is now reduced to the minimum "because it 
takes too long."' The Franco-Algerian disputed matters will be that much 
lighter. 
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*One dinar is officially equal to 1.20 francs. 

















ALGERIA 


FRENCH-ALGERIAN COOPERATION PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Jul 79 p 6 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: "The Relief of Three French Teachers of Medicine, 
or the Inconsistencies of Cooperation" ] 


[Text] Algiers--Despite the successive crises that have marked their rela- 
tions for 15 years, France and Algeria have been able for the most part to 
preserve a cultural, scientific and technical cooperation of great density. 
However, it is not exempt from difficulties. Many of the difficulties--and 
not the least of them--originate in the attitude of the French leaders or 
services who refuse to give real consideration to cooperation in their policy 
and programs, and see that activity as no more than a convenient method of 
solving internal problems. 


One example of this offhandedness worries Algerian leaders so much that it 

was brought up during the recent visit of Mr Francois-Poncet. It concerns the 
"relief of three French professors of medicine, an ophthalmologist and a 
reurologist at Constantine and a functional reeducation specialist near 
,lgiers, who must soon return to France, after four years in Algeria. 


Tra ning a professor of medicine takes a considerable length of time. An av- 
erage of eight years are required to make a teacher of a doctor: four years 
in lis specialty plus four years as an assistant. At the moment of their de- 
parture the three professors had completed half of the training. They can 
only be bitter over the fact that continuation of what they are doing is ser- 
iously compromised. 


in eed the ministry of Universities has been rejecting for three years the ap- 
j ointment of medical graduates to the cooperation. Two exceptions were grant- 
ec in 1978, one for Gabon, the other for Senegal, after the concerned chiefs 
ot state urgently intervened with the Elysee. This policy is explained by 

the concern for reducing the number of teaching positions in France, from a 
general economic point of view, the desire to correct the laxness that marked 
the preceding period. Already debatable--when creating new positions abroad 
is involved-- these reasons are not easily acceptable when they seriously 
compromise the outcome of actions that have been started, and may reduce to 
nothing the often considerable personnel efforts. 
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The inconsistency of such an attitude is even more clearly evident when 
Algeria is involved. That country devotes almost a third of its budget to 
training and education. Some 8,000 students attend medical schools. The 
fact that this figure is higher than the number of medical students in Africa 
gives an idea of the effort agreed to--an effort which is paying off, since 
1,000 physicians graduate each year from Algerian universities. Finally, the 
country has very valuable medical staffs, especially some 200 accredited pro- 
fessors. In this context, the contribution of French professors achieves 
full profitability and can but strengthen the already solid bonds of esteem 
and cooperation existing between the two countries in this area. 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE LOAN--Algeria's state hydrocarbons group Sonatrach has raised 

a syndicated loan in Japan of Yen 32.8 billion ($158 million) to develop 
oil reserves. Lead managers Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank said the loan, jointly 
denominated in Yen and US dollars, would be in two 10-year tranches, one 
worth $78.5 million, the other Yen 10.1 billion $46,9 million), and one 
12-year tranche of Yen 7 billion ($32.6 million). The dollar-denominated 
lean will carry an undisclosed rate of interest, while the two Yen- 
denominated credits will carry different but fixed rates based on the 
Japanese long-term prime rates, not at 7.7 percent. The syndicate in- 
cludes 20 Japanese banks and 12 life insurance companies. [Text] 

{Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 7 Jul 79 p 9] 


EUROPEANS BUILDING DAM--Stevin Construction BV, a subsidiary of the Royal 
Volker Stevin group of The Netherlands, has won a contract to build the 
Al-Ibtissam dam in Algeria. The West German contractors Dyckerhoff- 
Widmann AG and Philipp Holzmann AG are taking part inthe work, which is 
due for completion within four years. [Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 
& MEMO in English 7 Jul 79 p 9] 
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EGY PT 


H¥ POCRISY ON ARAB SOLIDARITY ASSAILED 
Cairo A.-AKHBAR in Arabic 8 Jun 79 p l 
[Article by Musa Sabri: "This Is Arab Solidarity!"] 


[Text] Alliances of evil and greed cannot endure because they are by nature 
temporary, for a limited personal goa. Therefore they must come to an end. 


We present some examples of the situation which is occurring around us. 
Slogans of praise have been exchanged between the Ba'thist regime in Iraq 
and the communist regime in South Yemen, which surpass the limits of per- 
missible flirtation. That was when the malevolent people in Baghdad de- 
cided to attack Egypt. Statements were released at that time which as- 
serted Arab solidarity and Egypt's violation of this solidarity, because it 
sold out to imperialism and colonialism, to the last of these cliches which 
have become commonplace. In spite of that, let's see what the united 
comrades-in-arms have accomplished against imperialism and colonialism. 


Communist Yemen, which is struggling against imperialism and colonialism, 
has accused the Iraqi Ba'th, its partner to which it is united in solidarity 
in the struggle against imperialism and colonialism, of assassinating an 
Iraqi professor living in Aden, and that the perpetrators of the crime were 
members of the Iraqi Embassy in Aden, who enjoyed diplomatic immunity. But 
they were actually members of the assassination squads which were sent by 
Iraq to all Arab and non-Arab capitals. Those who perpetrated “he crime 
returned to the Iraqi Embassy in Aden, and were protected by iuwmunity. The 
Aden government--the comrade-in-arms--had no choice but to besiege the Iraqi 
Embassy with armed troops, then storm it, and arrest the murderers. The 
Iraqi government--the comrade-in-arms--responded by besieging the South 
Yemeni Embassy in Baghdad, removing the employees by armed force, and lock- 
ing the doors. 


The cituation is not unusual for the communist government of Aden. The 
leaders struggling against imperialism and colonialism killed their presi- 
dent because he seemed to them to be actively against Soviet penetration. 
Then they assassinated the head of North Yemen with an exploding attache 











case because he tended towards cooperation with the president whom they had 
ki lled. 


Nor is the situation unusual for the Ba'thist government of Iraq. Its 
clearly stated policy is to get rid of its opponents by physical liquidation. 
The slain university professor was one of those opponents. He had chosen 
exile in South Yemen because he agreed with its Marxist principles. Before 
him, the Ba'thist gallows had broken the necks of tens and hundreds of Iraqi 
communists and non-communists; and before him, the Iraqi Ba'th had assassi- 
nated tens and hundreds of the Alawite Ba'thists in Syria. This is Arab 
solidarity: 


Also among the manifestations of Arab solidarity is the conspiracy discovered 
by King Husayn to assassinate him arranged by the PLO. It was to be by bomb- 
ing his private airplane. If it were not for the fact that a Jordanian of- 
ficer was a partaer in the plot, King Husayn would have been brought co his 
final moments. After this we are requested to believe in the hoax of 
solidarity: 


The most recent manifestation of Arab solidarity in the path of steadfastness 
and resistance has been the scandal of the Syrian Ba'th in Lebanon. The 
Syrian troops stood and watched as the separatist government was proclaimed 
by the person named Haddad. It ordered the Lebanese army to attack Haddad’s 
forces, then to resist Israel's continued invasion. Finally the Palestinian 
forces were compelled, under Syrian pressure, to withdraw from southern 
Lebanon, and they publicly committed themselves not to engage in any commando 
activity from Lebanese territory. This is the Syrian struggle to liberate 
the land! 


Furthermore, in view of what is happening to Iran, all of these "struggling" 
.orces have put pressure on Khomeyni to announce the severing of relations 

th Egypt. These Palestinian, Iraqi and other forces are dancing for joy 
because the revolution of Iran has brought about “solidarity” with stead- 
tfastress and resistance. But what is happening now? The revolution in [ran 
is accusing Iraq of smuggling arms into Iran, and of attacking it with air- 
planes so that it would open the doors of the Arab Gulf to Soviet penetra- 
tion. The accusation is also directed at Kuwait and at the PFLOP headed by 
George Habash. Im this connection, the latest news of Habash is his announce- 
ment at a press converence that Yasir ‘Arafat is the cause of all troubles 
and the cause of the breakdown in solidarity. 


Anc so forth. These are the loudest voices which are noisily slandering 
Eev t, wnich has "violated Arab solidarity!" 
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EGY PT 


ARAB INVESTORS AFFIRM CONTINUATION OF THEIR PROJECTS IN EGYPT 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 7 Jun 79 p 5 


[Text] Arab investors had a meeting yesterday in which they affirmed that 
their projects in Egypt would continue, and that they would continue to in- 
vest their money in Egypt and would not transfer their activity elsewhere, 
because Egypt is the principal center of production, consumption and invest- 
ment in the Middle East. 


Investments in Egypt amounted to 2 billion Egyptian pounds. Of this, 
Egyptians have paid 55 percent, Arabs 16 percent, the United States 10 per- 
cent, the nations of the European Common Market 6 percent, and other nations 
13 percent. Thus Arab investments are in second place, far behind Egyptian 
investments. 


The number of Arab projects has amounted to 300, with capital of 320 million 
pounds. Ilyas Bustani, a Lebanese and head of a petroleum services project, 
said that the project will begin production in the free zone in Alexandria 
within two months, and it will serve the companies engaged in drilling for 
oil. Its capital amounts to $2 million, and it has 100 workers with monthly 
wages of $45,000. 


‘Awni Jamil Sarraj, a Jordanian and owner of a carpet and rug factory on 
the Alexandria Desert Road, said that the project's second phase had begun 
production several days ago. The factory's capacity is 30,000 meters of 
carpet daily. It also produces nylon rugs. Its capital is $5 million. A 
meter sells for 32 pounds. 


In Port Sa'id a Saudi, Ahmad Jamil ‘Addas, said that the synthetic sponge 
factory began its actual production with capital of $1.5 million in Port 
Sa'id. 


There is another project for the production of aluminum. Hafzi Sallud 
Mihass, a Jordanian, began production in his shoe and plastic factories in 
1976. It is a small project, with capital of 175,000 pounds. He produces 
1.5 million shoes annually. Hasan ‘Abd-al-Mun‘im, a consultant to the 
(Marnjack) Corporation, said that the company would implement projects with 
capital of approximately 40 million pounds in Port Sa'id. 
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EGYPT 


COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS TO BE SOLD TO YOUNG FAMILIES AT REDUCED RATES 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 9 Jun 79 p 8 
[Article by Muhammad ‘Amir] 


[Text] The State Organization for Cooperative Building and Housing has pre- 
pared a project to enable young families and others to take possession of 
cooperative apartments at a reduced price on the condition that a citizen 
put a 20 percent down payment on the apartment, with the balance to be paid 
back over 30 years at the low rate of 3 percent, so that the payments do not 
exceed 50 percent of the rental price of an equivalent apartment. 


The project will commence with the construction of 1,300 apartments in 
Heliopolis next August, as the first step. There will be three types of 
apartments in order to meet the requirements of all families. Some will 
have two rooms and a living room and will cost between 4,000 and 5,000 
pounds; others have three rooms and a living room, and will cost between 
6,000 and 7,000 pounds; and others have four rooms and a living room, and 
will cost between 9,000 and 10,000 pounds. Engineer ‘Abd-al-Rahman Labib, 
head of the Organization for Cooperative Construction, said that this method 
would be based on the following pvinciples: 


ULalization of the building sites available to the organization for the con- 

struction of residential quarters with all the facilities and services. The 

technical personnel in the organization will be responsible for the prepar- 

ation of sketches and engineering designs, and for supervising the implementa- 

tion, without burdening the buildings with the costs of these tasks. Not 

iacliding in the cost of construction of the apartment its share of the 

\ilsae of the land, which remains the property of the organization, and which 
‘sses back into its hands after the buildings have been demolished, in 

order to reduce the cost of constructing the apartments on the condition 

that the building assume one percent instead of five percent for the unufruct 

of the land. This usufruct will remain in effect as long as the building 

remains standing. 








Engineer Labib said that the organization would advertise these buildings 
next January, with easy terms, and that the two-room apartments with living 
room and 65 square meters of floor space, would be given to young families 
and others with a down payment of 20 percent--"about 900 pounds"--with the 
balance to be paid back over 30 years at a low rate of interest so that the 
monthly payment would amount to approximately 14 pounds, which is equivalent 


to 50 percent of the rental cost of the same apartment if it were rented and 
not owned. 
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EGYPT 


STEPS TO DEVELOP AL-‘ARISH AREA DETAILED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Jun 79 p 6 


/Article by ‘Adil Ibrahim: "The Heavy Legacy Ladened With Problems 
inherited by the Egyptian Administration in Al-Arish"/ 


/Text/ A movement to restore normal life to Al-"Arish, capital of the 
northern Sinai, has begun following the resumption of Egyptian sovereignty 
after 12 years. Personnel in the utility services and government offices 
have taken their positions to pursue their national responsibilities in 
order to provide the immediate needs of the brave Sinai residents who lived 
through the years of deprivation and suffering under the Israeli occupation 
and of the Sinai people who emigrated to villages and camps in the Nile 
valley. 


Since the vanguard of the Egyptian administration assumed responsibility 

for Al-'Arish at noon last Friday, the first steps have, in fact, been taken 
to eliminate the psychological and emotional effects of the occupation and 
to put into operation the utility services which have been inactive since 
967. The Israeli authorities did not provide any public services for the 
Sinai people. The conditions of the utilities, installations, and govern- 


men. offices were very bad in comparison to their state prior to the occu- 
pation, 





The immediate plans to resume services went into effect at zero hour, noon, 
last Friday. At that time, the utility services and the government offices 
began to operate under Egyptian sovereignty and to confront the problems 
resulting from the Israeli withdrawal, especially in regard to drinking 

wa er, irrigation, electricity, food and petroleum supplies, health and 

ed cational services, transportation, communications and road repairs. 


Maj Gen Muhammad Husayn Shawkat, governor of North Sinai said: 
"After the return of Al-‘Arish, seven new villages and cities have been added 
to the liberated zone area. They are B'ir Al-'Abd /changed to a city/, 


Salmanah, Masfaq, Al-Bardwil, Al-Maydan, Sabakah, and the city of Al-'Arish, 
whose boundaries are extended 2 Km east. In all, 64,000 people live in 
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Al-'Arish, of whom 44,400 /sic/ live in the city and 20,000 are bedouins, 
living to the south, west and east. Its inhabitants have depended upon 
agriculture, fishing, modest businesses, and trade with and work inside 
Israel. The number of workers is 15,000, of whom 3,000 are agricultural 
workers; 4,100 are technical workers in industry, services, and commerce; 
and 2,500 are fishermen in Lake Bardwil and the Al-‘Arish coastal areas. 

In addition, 6,000 laborers were working inside Israel. Also, the Israeli 
authorities established six factories in Al-'Arish for readymade clothing, 
furniture, knitwear, and a cannery for agricultural products which employed 
270 workers. It also established 45 workshops for light industries employing 
no more than seven workers. 


"The Israeli authorities also turned over to Egyptian administration 44 schools 
with 300 classes holding 12,250 students. There are 30 elementary, 8 
preparatory, and 6 secondary schools." 


The Electricity Is Egyptian This Time. 


The governor of Northern Sinai added: "At zero hour, noon, last Friday, 

the main electric station for the city of Al-'Arish began to operate. Its 
current capacity is 10,000 kilowatts. It has two gas turbines, each with 

a capacity of 2,500 kilowatts, and four diesel machines each with a capacity 
of 750 kilowatts, to supply the factories, government installations and 
facilities, and the needs of the inhabitants of Al-"'Arish. Engineer 'Abd 
al-Wahhab Razzaq, under secretary at the Ministry of Electricity, said that, 
in fact, he has begun to operate five transformers to generate the voltage 

for the network, since the electricity system for Al-‘Arish city was dependent 
on an electric line from B'ir al-Saba' inside Israel, which was finally 

cut off last Monday. The Al-'‘Arish electric station's technical crew is 

under the leadership of Engineer Ahmad al-Ruwayni, director of the Electricity 
Distribution Company, and comprises 10 engineers and 75 workers. It is 
currently installing 500 kilowatt electric generator for the city of B'ir 
al-'Abd." 


Test of Wells Before Their Use 


Brig Gen Fadi ‘Abd al-Daim, undersecretary of the ministry, and secretary 
general of the Governorate of Northern Sinai, stated that the drinking water 
system is nov using the main water station of Al-‘Arish city to pump water 
from five wells, which will provide 8,500 cubic meters a day. The engineers 
and technicians have begun to test and examine the easily accessible waterpipe 
networks and reservoirs in cooperation with laboratory doctors in the 
Ministry of Health in order to insure that the water is suitable for drinking 
and domestic and industrial pruposes, that it is free from bacteria, and to 
repair any technical faults in the system. 


During the next few days, implementation of the plan to transport fresh 
drinking water to the inhabitants of the B'ir Al'Abd city by extending the 
lines of the Al-Qantarah Water Station eastward will begin. They will supply 














approximately nine villages which wére located in the liberated zones before 
the withdrawal and which now have become subordinate to B'ir al-‘Abd whi:h 
comprises most of the total inhabitants in northern Sinai. Furthermore, 

Dr ‘Izzat Khayr, the city's mayor, said that at present the drinking water 
is being transported to B'ir al-'Abd's residents in large containers. 


A Secondary School for Nursing 
With respect to immediate services, the governor of Northern Sinai continued: 


"The Al-'Arish Public Hospital has reopened for free medical treatment. 

New sectionswere built for fevers, gastric diseases, ophthalmia, pediatrics, 
and maternity care. It was supplied with approximately 125 additional beds; 
5 electrical generators; surgical devices and equipment; 10 ambulances; and 
the establishment of a secondary school for nursing, which will accomodate 
100 students. At present, 50 doctors work at the hospital--specialists in 
surgery, gynecology, obstetrics, internal medicine, ear and nose diseases, 
osteopathy, and ophthalmology. The reopening of the Red Crescent hospital 
is currently being studied." 


Job Opportunity for Workers 


Regarding the immediate action to employ the 8,000 workers in Al-‘Arish who 
were employed in Israeli factories either in Al-'Arish or in Israel, Maj 

Gen Muhammad Husayn Shawkat said: "It has been decided to send some of 

them to work at instaliations and factories of the Arab Building Contractors 
Company in various provinces and in northern Sinai, in addition to employing 
some of them on a temporary basis in the factories and companies of the 
Canal Governorate until the machinery and factories in Al-'‘Arish are operable. 
{t is certain that the future development and construction in the Sinai will 
require the labor of many Eqyptian workers from various parts of Egypt, so 
hat Sinai can be turned into a new attractive populated area which will 
accomodate 2 million people.’ 


A New Residential Quarter 
Tne governor added: 


“During the coming months, construction will start on a new residential 
quarter west of Al-'Arish on the Al-Musa'id road, 5 km from the city. This 
will replace the residential quarters in the old city, whicu were destroyed 

ruined during the wars. Also, some of Al-'Arish"’s quarters are located 

the path of floods which have resulted in human and material losses during 
.aeé years in which above average amounts of rain fell. This also requires 
the replanning of Al-'‘Arish which for many long years has suffered from a 
deficiency of services and facilities. No sound financial program has been 
put into effect for strengthening the water supply networks and the pumps for 
the underground wells; for furnishing electrical generators and transformers; 
for quickly repairing dwellings, buildings and schools damaged during the 
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war; for constructing economical housing units; for providing an intermediate 
administration to facilitate services and a place for governmental benefits; 
for the construction of a sports stadium, houses and camps for the youth; 

for the establishment of a corniche on Al-‘Arish's sea-front; for the expansion 
of the Al-‘Arish airfield and the provision of modern technical equipment so 

it can handle the largest and most modern aircraft." 


7005 
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ALEXANDRIA DESERT LAND TO BE SOLD AT LOW PRICES 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 5 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] Tracts of desert land around Alexandria are to be sold off at between 
P.T. 25 and L.E. 1 a square metre, sources in local government said yesterday. 


Land will be sold on condition it is used for industrial development or new 
building work. The decision was taken to ease the housing problem by moving 
factories out of residential areas, The city will also be affected less by 
pollution, both of smoke and noise. 


A special consultative body on housing projects will be set up, on which 
one university professor will sit, according to Mr Abbas Hammam, secretary- 
general of the governorate. 


One of the major functions of the consultative body will be the examination 
of a plan to sell vacant lots in the Free Zone to investors for new industries. 
All prices will be payable in hard currency, 


Restrictions 


Another official stressed that it would be necessary to impose certain 
restrictions on the sale of land to insure that they would be used exclusively 
for housing development or industrial expansion. 


Prospective purchasers will have to put down 10 per cent as an advance payment, 
The remainder will be payable over a longer period under easy terms, 


One condition of purchase is that building work is to be started within two 
yer ‘s at the official go-ahead, 


The local authorities, for their part, will be under obligation to provide 
the necessary public services for the proper implementation of projects and 
to speed up reconstruction. 
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Delays 


If building falls behind, the authorities will solve the problem in a prac- 
tical way. The authorities will take responsibility for completing these 
buildings, on behalf of land lords, provided that the cost is deducted from 
the rent, Dr Fuad Hilmi, Governor of Alexandria, asserted. 


One room flats with full sanitary facilities will be set up as emergency 
housing for people whose houses have collapsed or are in danger of doing so. 


Building permits have been issued for 2000 flats or medium and low cost 


housing. Private contractors will carry out the work at a cost of L.E. 9 
million.--GSS 


CSO: 4802 
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TAX REGULATIONS FOR INVESTORS REVISED 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 4 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text] Tax exemptions for investment projects, incorporated in the current 
Investment Law, will be re-organised by new taxation regulations which have 
been worked out by the Taxation Department. 


Under the new regulations, companies will be exempt from taxes from the 
day production starts, sources at the Taxation Department revealed. 
Meanwhile, the companies or projects of this type will continue to qualify 
for the exemption as long as they adhere to the purpose for which they were 
established. 


It the investment companies or projects establish affiliated companies, 
these will also be entitled to the same exemptions provided they obtain 
tax cards. 





Trese cards will include information on the subsidiary company and the time 
i ixed for tax exemptions, since each of these companies will be dealt with 
separately. 


Exemption 
Initially the stipulated period of exemption will be five years, but the 
Taxation Department is cooperating with the Investment Authority to work 


out new conditions for extending the exemption period to eight years. 


One matter of controversy is land reclamation. Land reclamation projects 
tak? long years to bear fruit. 


eally the problem concerns projects undertaken over a number of stages. It 
is difficult to settle upon a certain period of exemption for such projects, 


a taxation expert said. 


Directors will not pay tax on their remunerations, with the exception of 
managing directors whose salaries, fixed at L.E. 3000, will be taxable. 
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Housing projects established under the Investment Law will also be exempted 
from the taxes levied on commercial and industrial profits. Therefore there 
will be no taxes on the first transaction on a piece of property. 


Profits 


Expansions not financed by company profits, and reserves kept to increase 
company capital will be suject to the original period fixed for tax exemption. 


Tax-payers subject to the provisions of the Investments Law will have to 
submit a Wealth Declaration, either before the start of the exemption period 
or during it if their annual incomes exceed L.E. 1,200. 


This applies to owners of investment projects as well as to workers in such 
projects. Wealth Declarations should be submitted to Investment Taxation 
Departments in Cairo and Alexandria or to the nearest taxation department 
outside these centres.--GSS 
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LOANS GRANTED FOR VILLAGE ELECTRIFICATION 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 6 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] A loan agreement is to be signed next week, under which the Canadian 
Development Agency will give the Ministry of Power and Energy $25 rillion to 
electricity the 2,298 Egyptian villages included in the five-year plan. 


The interest-free loan to be repayed over a period of 40 years, is the first 
of its kind this year, Last year, Canada gave Egypt a one million grant 
which was used in financing the technical studfes on the second Aswan power 
stations. 


Meanwhile, Mr Mustafa Kamal Saori, Minister of Power and Energy, has met with 
officials at the Ministry in Alexandria to consider electricity requirements 
for the new industrial and development centres in the next few years. 


fhe five-year projects, to be implemented next year, will cost LE 319 mil- 
lion and aim at increasing the existing capacity of the generating and 
transformer power stations and developing networks. 


The plan embraces a large scale energy programme intended to quauruple this 
capacity within the next 20 years to keep up with the urbanisation and food 
su°ficiency projects underway. 


The programme will exploit the potentials of the present waterfalls and water 
resources of barrages, including the second Aswan power station and the 
Quattara depression generator, the Minister said. 


iuree electricity power stations are underway to give electricity during the 
‘sak hours. The stations will lift water up to El Galala mountain in Suez 
aad El Mukattam mountain in Cairo where it will be stored until needed. 


The Minister also followed up the implementation of the short-term projects 
which cost LE 7.6 million. They aim at renovating the main distribution 
network and increasing the transformer power stations to feed Alexandria 
districts. 





Th.*se projects are designed to meet the ever-increasing consumption of 
power which soared from 70 Mega/Watt in 1960 to 320 Mega/Watt this year, the 
Minister pointed out. 


"The Ministry", Dr Sabri went on “has also initiated another programme to 
renovate and improve the capacity of electric grids throughout the country." 


The programme, which will serve 48 towns during the next five years, is 
financed by the World Bank and the US Agency for International Development 
(AID). The Bank will give $48 million to finance the electrification of 
32 of these towns, 


AID wili give a LE 4/7 million loan to improve electric grids in Cairo, 
Alexandria, Shebin el Kom and Beni Suif governorates, the Minister said. 


Speaking of the long-term projects Mr El Moatamed Kishar, Chairman of the 
Alexandria Elec’ ricity Zone, said they included the completion of Abu Kir 
power station which holds a total capacity of 600 Mega/Watt. ‘The station 
cost LE 240 million. 


The plan also includes the establishment of high-voltage stations to provide 


the power necessary for industrial centres. They cost LE 38 million, 
Mr Kishar said. 
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MEAT PRICES INCREASE BY 10 PERCENT 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 8 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] The soaring prices of fresh meat in world markets have affected the 
Egyptian markets which have registered a 10 per cent increase. 


Mr Samir Sami, Chairman of the Arab Foreign Trade Company said prices in 
world markets would rise sharply during the coming two years in-markets 
which have registered the world, 


In Argentine, for example, exports are being reduced to secure enough 
quantities for the local market to avoid the sharp rise in prices. 
"Accordingly Argentina meat exports will be reduced by about 30 per cent”. 
he said. 


However, prices in Egypt will never reach as high as witnessed abroad as 
the rise here has been limited over the last few years, 


He said that any talk of meat prices in Egypt should concentrate on stablising 
prices at the recent rates together with solving the problems which cause 
price hikes. 


Fodder 


One of the factors behind the shortage of fresh meat is due to the shortage 
of fodder which the country has suffered during the last two years. “This 
has led cattle breeders to decrease the number of livestock", Mr Essam 
Cidin Shabana, Chairman of the Meat and Poultry Company. 


1e production of meat in Egypt depends on 500,000 cows and a similar number 

* buffaloes annually. The cost per kilogramme amounts to LE 1.0 while it 
is for sale at prices ranging from LE 2 to LE 2.3. The difference is a net 
profit to the merchant and the butcher. 


Subsidised frozen meats imported from abroad constitutes a heavy burden on 
the budget, which necessitates boosting local production to save foreign 
currency spent every year. 


CSO: 4820 
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SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSES MEANS OF REDUCING AGRICULTURAL WASTE 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 9 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] A symposium on means of reducing agricultural waste yesterday 
recommended the establishment of a research centre for studying methods of 
reaping, packing and transporting horticultural crops, and for suggesting 
new species of cereals, more resistant to pests, to be introduced. 


The symposium which began its meetings June 24 and which was opened by 

Dr Mahmud Dawud, Minister of Agriculture, also recommended that a study be 
conducted on the best means of storing oil-producing seeds, especially 
cotton seeds. 


Mechanisation 


Another recommendation adopted by the symposium called for boosting agricul- 
tural mechanisation to lessen the waste usually caused by traditional means 
of reaping and threshing. 


Experts attending the symposium called for growing special species of 
cereals that could efficiently be reaped and threshed by modern machines, 
without losing any of their normal shape and consistence. 


To encourage farmers with small holdings to respond to the agricultural 
waste-reducing, the symposium recommended that they be given credit facilities 
to enable them to buy farming machines which, like industrial machines, 

should be exempted from customs duties. 


The symposium recommended that the storage capacity of silos at ports be 
increased and that grain miils in the various governorates be provided with 
new silos. 


In addition the symposium urged the grain storing establishments to develop 
their means of storage by introducing modern equipment and increasing their 
storage capacity. 
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Horticulture 


As for horticultural crops, the symposium recommended that certain projects 
be carried owt to develop the process of packing vegetables and fruits. 


This recommendation was adopted by the symposium so that vegetables and fruits 
remain intact until they reach the consumer. This would lessen waste in 
vegetable and fruit products. 


The symposium also recommended the establishment of cold storage rooms for 
potatoes, onions and garlic, and increasing the number of trucks equipped 
with refrigerators. 


To benefit by agricultural waste, the symposium recommended that it be 
used in the manufacture of fertilisers. 


CSO: 4820 
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PYRAMID PLATEAU PROJECT REVIVED 
Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 4 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] Dr Mahmud Amin Abd Hafez, Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation 
and Mr Gamal el Nazer, Minister of Economic Cooperation together with 

Mr Abdul Fatah Azzam, Governor of Giza, yesterday considered the alternative 
areas where the Pyramids Plateau tourist project would be implemented. 


The Pyramids Plateau tourist project which was cancelled last year will be 
revived in some other place, sources at the Giza Governorate revealed 
yesterday. 


A clamour was raised about the possible damage which could have happened 
to the plateau because of the project which included hotels and tourist 
villages to be set up very near to the Giza Pyramids. 


The clamour had led the People's Assembly to revise the whole project 
study its pros and cons and decide upon the problem, which caused much worry 
to public opinion. 


When it became clear that the project would endanger natural environment 
and cultural heritage in the area, President Sadat issued his directives to 
move the project to another area. 


The four alternative areas are situated on Alexandria/Cairo and Cairo/Fayum 
roads, on an area of 250 feddans. The project will also cover the housing 
needs of these areas and seek their reconstruction. 


Specialised engineers will probe the alternative areas. They will be keen to 
protect the tourist and archaeological sites including the Pyramids against 
any potential danger, Mr Azzam said.--GSS 
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BRIEFS 


TRADE BALANCE DEFICIT--Minister of State for Economic Cooperation Ali Jamal 
al-Nazir stated that Egyptian exports would play an important role in the 
economy in the peace stage and that a number of effective steps would be 
taken to facilitate exports. The minister said, in opening a conference on 
Egyptian export regulations, that the revenue from exports last year amounted 
to 700 million pounds, while the value of imports was 2,800 million pounds. 
He indicated that this large increase in imports was mostly due to capitalist 
commodities which would yield interest for the state in the medium and long 
term. The conference was organized by the Ministry of the Economy, the 
Investment Organization, the Development Agency and the U.S. Ford Foundation. 
The debate brought out the need to establish a comprehensive export policy 
Strategy in the long, medium, and short terms, as well as annual plans to 
include: Defining the sectors and markets which are to be concentrated 

upon. Defining each sector's potential to fulfill the requirments of export 
and local consumption; and concern for the operations connected with exports, 
such as financial facilities for exporters and cargo, and defining the roles 
for_the public and private sectors. /Text/ /Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Jun 79 
p 8/ 7005 


NATIONAL PARTY ELECTIONS--Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, deputy prime minister and 
secretary general of the National Democratic Party, announced that the party 
will be reorganized through free and unrestricted elections next November. 
Special committees comprising nonresidents will distribute forms in the 
governorates in order to insure that the forms reach any citizen who desires 
one. He said that in accordance with President Anwar al-Sadat's instructions, 
the party will be reorganized again, and that there will be no room for 
favoritism or preference. No member of the Peoples’ Assembly will interfere 
w th the distribution of membership forms. Fikri Makram 'Ubayd said that 
i is the right of any Egyptian citizen to join the party on condition that 

» does not have a bad reputation. Distribution of the forms will last from 
| July until October when the forms will be collected, verified and classified. 
The elections will begin in November, beginning in the villages, followed by 
the election districts and the governorates, so that the elections will be 
from the grassroots up. Some of the electoral districts will be changed 
because some of the districts have strange geographical divisions which were 
made for the benefit of a specific group. The secretary general added that 








the political office, which is the party's highest authority, would be composed 
of 17 members. The public conference will have 28 public committees to 
prepare important studies for the party representatives so that their 
proposals can be put to the Peoples’ Assembly in accordance with a previous 
scientific study. The conference is the senior party group and will be _ 
convened periodically. /Text/ /Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 11 Jun 79 p 6/ 7005 





VISAS FOR RESIDENT ALIENS--Minister of the Interior Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il, 
decided to change the current system of return visas for foreigners by allowing 
them to travel and return without obtaining return visas before leaving. This 
will be done if their residence is continuous and uninterrupted, if they return 
to resume their residence in Egypt, if they have not exceeded the date of 
residence permitted before their departure, and on the condition that they 

do not stay abroad longer than 6 months. The director general of Office of 
Travel Documents, Emigration, and Nationality issued instructions to implement 
this new regulation, which is aimed at making things easier for foreigners 
authorized temporary residence, effective on 1 July. Foreigners previously 
permitted residence before 1 July and who wish to travel after this date during 
their residency must contact the Office of Residency concerned at least 15 

days before the date of travel in order to determine their status and to 
benefit from these regulations. These regulations do not apply to foreigners 
in the country for the purpose of tourism or visits. /Cairo AL-AHRAM in 

ARABIC 11 Jun 79 p 8/ 7005 


FOUR NEW TOWNS--The construction of four new towns around Cairo has been 
scheduled to accommodate the increasing population. The area of each of 
them will be 3,000 feddans. This is being done in accordance with direc- 
tives of President al-Sadat during his recent visit to Lower Egypt. The 
towns are the following: Al-'Ubur [the Crossing], on the Cairo-Balbis Road; 
al-Salam [Peace], on the Cairo-Taswis Road in the vicinity of al-Hakstib, 
al-Amal [Hope], on the al-Ma'adi-al-Qattamiyah Road, 6 October. on the 
al-Fayyum Road. Engineer Hasaballah al-Kafrawi, minister of development, 
and Mr Sa'd Ma'mun, the governor of Cairo, agreed that the ministry would 
undertake ~.e studies pertaining to these towns in order to extend to them 
water, sanitary sewage facilities and electricity. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM 
in Arabic 9 Jun 79 p 1} 9123 


POPULATION INCREASE--With unsurpassed fervor the rabbit race is continuing 
in Egyot. Egypt's population has reached 41 million, an increase of half a 
million in less than five months, with a birth every 25 seconds. The gov- 
ernorate of Aswan has the highest birthrate for females, and the governorate 
of the Red Sea had the highest birth rate for males. Egypt's area is 55,039 
square km. There are 41 million inhabitants. Thus the population density 
is 745 persons per square km. The area of the city of Cairo is 214.2 

Square km. With its population of 5,414,000 persons its population density 
amounts to 25,000 persons per square km. With respect to the rate of de- 
velopment in the Arab countries Egypt has the Lowest rate of development 
(2.3 percent), while Kuwait has the highest rate of development (5.6 percent). 
This was announced by Lt Gen Jamal ‘Askar, head of the Central Organization 
for Mobilization and Statistics. [Text] [Cairo OCTOBER in Arabic 17 Jun 79 
p 6) 9123 








KHALIL PROMOTES DIPLOMATS--Dr. Mustafa Khalil, Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs yesterday approved the promotion of 14 counsellors at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the post of Minister Plenipotentiary, 

16 First Secretaries to the post of Counsellor, and 17 Second Secretaries 

to the post of First Secretary. [Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in 
English 5 Jul 79 p 1] 


SIWA TOURIST PLANS-~Siwa, the largest of the oases in the Western Desert, 

is to be converted into a t.ajor tourist centre offering archaeological sites 
and facilities for recuperation, Mr Fuad Nasser the Governor has announced. 
Work has started constructing a new road linking Siwa with Mersa Matruh. 
When completed in 1981, it is hoped that there will be an improvement in 
transport services and more tourists will be prepared to go to Siwa by car. 
The road will cost L.E. 28 million. The oasis is rich in monuments from the 
time of the Ancient Egyptians and the Roman period. These should prove a 
major tourist attraction. One of the monuments raised by the Pharaohs is 
the Temple of Amun, to which Alexander the Great made a pilgrimage to be 
crowned a "son of Amun" and a descendant of the Gods. The alabaster room of 
the priests of Amun is well documented in the history of Ancient Egypt. The 
priests acted as clairvoyants and people flocked from all over Egypt to hear 
their fortunes told at the sacred shrine. The Mount of the Dead is another 
fascinating place. It contains a vast number of tombs of the period as well 
as fantastic relies that tell us much about the everyday life of the fore- 
fathers of modern Egyptians, Amongst relics to be seen on the mount are the 
earliest grinders, bakeries and ovens fired by the sun, and shops and mills 
that date back to before historical records, Speaking in detail of the 
tourist development in Matruh, the Governor said that the Ministry of Tourism 
has decided to light up most of the monuments for the benefit of visitors. 
[Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 4 Jul 79 p 2] 
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ARABS CALL FOR FREE ARABISTAN 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 30 Jun 79 pp 10-12 
{[Article: "“Arabistan: An Invitation To Intervene"] 


[Text] At first, he frightened me. I do not know him. He has come looking 
for me upon learning that I was here, He knocked at my door and asked: "Are 
you such and such?" He glanced around him often before he entered and sat 
down, after learning my identity. "I am so and so," he said, "No one knows 
me here, and my name is not important," the man continued. "I come from 
al-Ahwaz, an escapee from the genocidal war at al-Muhammarah. Do you know 
where these places are? In Arabistan." The man went on: "I came to the 
Gulf area about a month ago to get away from Iranian persecution and to 
contact my people. I came to see you the moment I heard you were here. We 
read Arabic newspapers and have known about you for a long time. For 10 years 
now you have been writing about Gulf affairs and philosophizing about them. 
Is that not so? I sought you out hoping that you could tell my country's 
story and dedicate some of your writing time to it." 


When he stopped, I could not hold back a smile. He, too, smiled, apparently 
convinced that his verbal barbs had accomplished their purpose. He went on: 
"Believe me that I represent no party, group or organization. I am looking 
for a party or an organization that would take up my country's cause. I am 
afraid of Ayatollah [al-Khomeyni], who is watching me. Before, it was the 
shah, but we grew accustomed to his methods and found ways to resist and 
foil them. We, the Arabs, were the first to revolt against the shah and 

his government. The strike by Arab workers at Iranian oil installations was 
a decisive factor in the collapse of the shah's government. Our contribution 
to the revolution was crucial. But, now, the revolution is trying to wipe 
us out. Please hear me out.” 


My heart went out to that young man. I agreed to listen to him and to write 
about this country's problem, provided he would settle for tempered words 
and accounts free of extremist terminology. I said: "And just as I would 
not 'philosophize’ on Arabistanian or revolutionary Iranian affairs as I 

did on Gulf affairs, I ask you not to philosophize in your account and to 
adhere to objectivity. Tell me why, how and where. Let us distinguish 
between reality and wishfulness, between news and analysis, Agreed?" He 
agreed. I went on: "Let us begin, then, and let us speak openly." We 
talked for hours, and this is how our story began, 
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During the shah's rule, the mere mention of the word "Arabistan" in any Arab 
capital or in the media was enough to create a long uproar of protest. And 
just as the Gulf was "Persian" rather than "Arabian," Kozistan must not be 
Arabized into Arabistan. While there is geographic evidence that the Gulf 
is indeed Persian, there is no such evidence with respect to Arabistan, 
historically or ethnically. 


Before the shah's father, Rida Shah--or Rida Khan, as some called 
him--established the Pahlavi dynasty and mounted the Peacock throne, he 
had, with British aid, removed Arabistan's Arab ruler, Shaykh Khaz‘al, and 
annexed the province in 1926. He also changed the province's name into 
Khozistan when he consolidated all ethnic groups into today's Iran, 


Arabistan, located in the southwestern part of Iran, was already, as it is 
today, an oil producing region. And, needless to say, oil is the source of 
Iran's wealth. But despite the influx of Persians from the north and the 
attempt to "Persianize" the province linguistically and politically, often 
by force, the territory is still inhabited by nearly 3 million Arabs, after 
50 years of Persian persecution. By all geographic, historical, ethnic and 
cultura] criteria, these people remain an indivisible part of the Arab 
world. The name Arabistan was given to the region by the Safawiyyah dynasty, 
which ruled the territory before Rida Khan's uprising and his forceful 
conquest of al-Ahwaz. The majority of Arabistans' Arabs are descendants of 
the tribes of Ka'ab, Tamim and Bani Taraf, The name Arabistan was subse- 
quently abolished by the Pahlavi dynasty and the mere utterance of the term 
was designated as an anti-government act. 


The Iranian revolution overthrew the shah and put an end to the Pahlavi 
dynasty's rule. It also ushered in an Islamic republic. The Arabs were 
it the vanguard of the revolution for two main reasons: Not only did the 
evolution put an end to the shah and his dynasty--the real persecuters of 
the Arab community--but its Islamic orientation promised, for the first 
time, to give the Arabs and other ethnic minorities rights equal to those 
eujoyed by people of Persian descent. 


The Kurds were the first to make their demands public, but these were met 
with resistance in Tehran. Next came the Turkuman community, but this, too, 
met with official resistance by the central government. The Arabs followed, 
but their demands led to violent confrontations with the revolution's 
so diers. The resulting bloodbath gave an eminous twist to the situation 
threatened to rekindle the Arabistan issue, pitting the revolution not 
r.y against the Arab community in that province but against those in the 
Cu.f region and throughout the [middle] East. The moment of truth came 
when the temporary Bazargan government decided to disarm the Arabs of 
Khormashar (al-Muhammarah) on the Arabian Gulf, The decision came on the 
heels of Shaykh Muhammad al-Khaqani's unsuccessful attempt to see Ayatollah 
al-Khomeyni at Qum. Shaykh al-Khaqani, the Arab representative, who 
traveled to Qum to demand the restoration of rights promised by the revolution, 
returned rebuffed and empty-handed, The Bazargan government's order to 
disarm Khormashar excluded al-Khomeyni's Persian supporters, who are a 








constant provocation to the Arab community. Bazargan's pretest for the 
order is that the government had confiscated a few smuggled weapons to 
some Arabistan Arabs from the Gulf region. 


Let us first define Arab demands clearly. According to a working paper 
prepared and later submitted to the Bazargan government by the Iranian 
Arab Moslem Front (IAMF), with the approval of Shaykh al-Khaqgani, the 
demands are: 


1. Constitutional recognition of Ivan's ethnic Arab community in the 
country's new constitution; 


2. Creation of a Khozistan local council with powers to pass local laws, 
as a fundamental step toward autonomy; 


3. Establishment of Arab courts to deal with Arab problems according to 
the laws of the Islamic republic; 


4. Making Arabic the official language of the autonomous region, while 
maintaining Persian as the official language of Iran; 


5. Making the teaching of Arabic compulsory in all elementary schools in 
the autonomous region; 


6. Establishment of an Arab university in the autonomous region to serve 
the needs of Khozistan's Arab community; 


7. Giving priority in government employment to Khozistan Arabs and others 
born in the province, and quaranteeing working conditions equal to those 
given to people of Persian descent; 


8. Guaranteeing freedom of the Arabic press in Khozistan; 


9. Returning a part of Khozistan's oil income to the province for develop- 
ment and construction purposes; 


10. Redesignation of Khozistan towns and villages by their orginial 
Arabic names; 


ll. Opening the military and local police services to members of the 
autonomous community; 


12. Reviewing the land distribution laws to bring them into conformity 
with recognized Islamic laws. 


The government's response to these demands has been a series of bloody 
confrontations, which, according to independent Gulf sources, resulted in 
300 Arab deaths and hundreds of injuries. The violence of the response to 
the Arab demands underscores the importance of Arabistan's geographic 
location as a center of Iranian oil production and exportation. Despite 
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government's charge that the Arabs are responsible for the destruction of 
oil facilities and railroads, the Arabs make up no more than 20 percent of 
the oil industry's labor force. The fact is that the government's employment 
policy has been and continues to be discriminatory against Arab workers. 
franian workers from north receive excessively preferential treatment in 
wages and job selection. Their housing accomodations are palatial compared 
to the Arab workers’ dry grass huts. Their wages are five times those 
received by their Arab counterparts. Not a single Arab occupies an execu- 
tive position. As my young visitor put it: "What do you expect after 

50 years of neglect? All the Arab demands may be summed up as a partnership 
in the oil wealth, not in independence. With all the water around, Arab 
homes are without drinking water. During the shah's government we could 

not even make demands, but our turn has come." 


That the Arab's turn to make demands has come is a fact. They have demanded 
the resignation of Khozistan's governor, Adm Ahmad Madani. The admiral is 
behind the charge that George Habash has been seen in Iran, allegedly 
instigating revolt. Following the discovery of 800 rifles aboard a boat 
arriving from al-Basrah, the admiral escalated his campaign by accusing Iraq 
of promoting rebellion. So far, as might be expected, the admiral, one of 
Iran's most powerful military men today, has not resigned. He is working 
hard to set a precedent by making Iran a military camp, and to claim credit 
for squashing the most dangerous rebellion threatening the country's unity. 
liis plan succeeded to some extent. Suddenly, the splintered, demoralized 

and leaderless Iranian army was transformed into a roaring lion in the streets 
of Khormashar (al-Muhammarah) and Abadan against the Arab population. The 
admiral was not satisfied with that: he wanted to undermine the unique 
relationship between the Paiestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and Ayatollah 
al-Khomeyni by accusing the PLO of secretly fomenting rebellion. He managed 
to unite a variety of armed pro-Khomeyni militias and to lead them with 

iis troops in an attack on the Arab population. He refused to disarm the 
Persian militias--one of the Arab demands--while insisting on disarming the 
Aras. Despite all these provocations, Shaykh Muhammad al-Khagani refrained, 
even under Arab pressure, from declaring a holy war against the persecutors. 
But the provocations continued. 


the moment the Arabistan Arabs were gearing up for action, Ayatollah 
Sudiq al-Khalkhali, the head of Iran's revolutionary courts, has just 
arrived in the Gulf states, on the first visit by a senior Iranian official 
to the area. What did al-Khalkhali come for? Certainly not to shut down a 
~ small bars in Dubai or to stop the sale of liquor around some of the 
‘ser hotels. According to reliable sources, al-Khalkhali brought with him 
aree fundamental requests, which he, reportedly, attempted to “impose” in 
1 shah-Like style. He demanded: 


An end to all military and financial assistance to Arabistan Arabs, 
‘ich, he hinted, originated in some of the Gulf ports, with the approval 
’ authorities there. He also demanded that the press withhold informatioii 
on Arabistan's Arab movement. 
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2. The surrender to Iranian revolutionary courts for trial on charges of 
conspiracy with the shah's government of an extensive list of names. The 

list included members of the Iranian community in the Gulf states, a 

number of Dubai and Abu Dhabi citizens, as well as a group of Gulf businessmen. 





3. Permission to open Iranian revolutionary and Khalq Movement offices and 
freedom to carry out political activity within the Iranian Gulf community. 
(When asked whether the Gulf was Persian or Arab, al-Khalkhali responded 
"Islamic." When questioned about the future of the three Arab islands, 

Abu Musa, al-Tanab al-Kubra and al-Tanab al-Sughra, occupied by Iran since 
1971, he said "the matter was open for negotiation." 


However, as soon as al-Khalkhali--whose ambassadorial style has never been 
matched by an emissary fromthe shah's government--returned to Tehran, his 
remarks were pointedly contradicted by Iran's foreign minister, [brahim 
Yazdi, who declared in shah-like fashion that "the Gulf was Persian, the 
islands were Persian and that they would not be returned to Arab control." 
The foreign minister made it clear that "Iranian presence in the islands 
was necessary for Iran's security, and although Iran has abandoned the 
"policeman's" role in the Gulf, the Gulf's security remained a fundamental 
part of Iran's foreigu policy." 


It is as though nothing has changed. In a previous declaration, Iran's 
deputy prime minister, Dr. Qutb Zadah, had said that the Iranian government 
was prepared to take into consideration ethnic and national differences in 
formulating the country's educational policies, but that it was not prepared 
to acquiesce to demands for autonomy from any ethnic group. This was 
followed by Adm Ahmad Madani's refusal to meet with Shaykh al-Khaqani, the 
official Arab spokesman and one of the leaders of Iran's Arab community. 

The admiral's action came on the heels of Ayatollah al-Khomeyni's refusal 

to respond to al-Khaqani's appeal to intervene on behalf of Khazistan's 
(Arabistan's) Arabs. The press reported that the government wanted to hold 
a summit meeting with leaders of the Gulf states to discuss a "joint defense 
policy" for the region. Again, it is as though nothing has changed. Is the 
shah really gone? What, then, is behind the continued repression and denial 
of Arab rights in Iran? Why the charges and intensifying campaign against 
Iraq? What is the meaning of the return to the old tune about the Gulf's 
security? Questions, questions and more questions. The questions fall on 
deaf ears amidst the anarchy of Iran's Islamic revolution. It is true that 
a degree of conflict among al-Khomeyni, Bazarghan, the army, the right and 
the left is understandable, but is this a sample of the revolution's policy 
toward the Arabs? Was the Arab cheering for the revolution in vain? 


We must come to grips with certain facts at this juncture. Relations between 
the revolutionary government and Iraq are extremely poor. Al-Khomeyni's 

Iran and its Islamic revolution continue to deal with the Arabs from a 
condescending, ethnically, nationally and religiously biased attitude, a 
replay of the former shah'a actions. The instrument is different, but not 

the strategy. If the shah had drowned himself in a rain sea of majesty, 

the danger, now, is that the revolution will sink a sea of ancient, historical 
enmity. It is not enough to sever relations with Israel, to condemn the 











Camp David accord and to halt diplomatic exchanges with al-Sadat's govern- 
ment. The eagerly awaited dream of an Arab-Iranian alliance has been 
shattered; it has evaporated as the 14th Hegira century approached. The 
specter of the political unity of two of Islam's main branches stopped at 
history's treshold. The opportunity is, or is close to being lost. 
Al-Khomeyni's revolution is fast sinking in a morass of enmity against 

Iraq, in an attempt to divert the latter from its fundamental role as a 
Middle Eastern and Gulf state. The old game is being repeated with nearly 
identical methods. Charge of Kurdish provocation and of conspiring with the 
Arab minority, religious disputes among the major and minor sects, but, most 
importantly, a threat to retreat from the 1975 islands agreement, which was, 
and must remain, the essential condition for restoring stable relations 
between Iran and Iraq. The opening of a PLO office in Tehran and the anti- 
Israel declarations are not a substitute for the rights of the Arab minority. 
Neither will these replace Iran's willingness to return the three Arab 
islands and to divert Iraq from its historical, Arab role. 


It is possible that the Iranian revolution is going through stages similar to 
those of the French revolution: A reign of terror and the guillotine, 
followed by the "Thermidor" and moderation, and ending with the Napoleonic 
era. The Iranian revolution may be awaiting its Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
just may turn out to be Adm Ahmad Madani, and who may put an end to all 
\vatollahs. But the reign of terror, revolutionary trials, executions and 
anarchy must first take its course. But it must not do so at the expense of 
the Arabs, and no military Napoleon must be permitted to foil the fruits of 
the revolution. There are no Islamic solutions to the Iranian revolution. 
The revolution either possesses a Moslem character or it does not. There are 
no minority problems under a truly Islamic revolution. Many of Islam's 
‘reatest leaders were Persian, beginning with Abu Bakr al-Razi, to al-Makhul, 
tc Saybawavh, to Avicenna, not to mention great statesmen and military 

iders. No Arab wishes to see the Iranian revolution lost. But when 

‘rtain rumors surface, and are confirmed by reliable sources, that a former 
shab's foreign minister, al-Khal'atbari, was charged with forfeiting Iran's 
right to Bahrein in 1970--as a result of which he was tried, convicted of 
jeonurdizing Iran's unity, and executed--one begins to wonder whether the 
[ranian revolution does not harbor intentions of claiming Bahrein as a Persian 
territory. 


These are very dangerous rumors, What is more dangerous still, is for this 
intention to remain secret. The most important implication is that the Arabs 
' do something. Specifically, Iraq must act. If Iraq ever hopes to 
.iblish its position as a Gulf state, a goal it has long sought, it must 
iopt and support the cause of Arabistan's Arabs. Arabistan has always been 
an indivisible part of the Arab nation according to the ruling Socialist 
Ba‘ath Party of Baghdad. The province must be returned and retained. 


[Is this an invitation to intervene? Yes, and more than that, it is a call 
Iraq to depart from its marginal preoccupation in the Gulf and to 

concentrate on more effective action to redress the imbalance of Iraqi- 

lranian relations in Iraq's favor. The Arabs have already managed in 1964 











to lose one African, Arab nation, Zanzibar, when the former President 

Jamal Abd al-Nasir decided to go along with Julius Nyrere and the former 
Tanganican government in support of the African alliance and the policy of 
non-alignment. His actions, at Zanzibar's expense, and at the expense of 

its Arab young sultan, Jamshid al-Bos'aidi al-"Omani, cost the Moslem Arab 
world 100,000 casualties, massacred by the Afro-Shirazian alliance. The 
young sultan was purportedly abandoned because of his reactionary policies. 
The result was that Tanzania, even after union with Zanzibar, continued to 
head the list of Arab enemies. We do not wish history to repeat itself today. 


Yes, we are calling for intervention before it is too late, for our own sake 
and the sake of future generations, and for the sake of the young man from 
Arabistan, who knocked at my door and implored me not to "philosophize" about 
Gulf affairs. 


9063 
CSO: 4902 


37 

















SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 27 Jun 79 p 4 


{Text} In a press conference held by members of the Socialist Workers 
party various issues, including the Constitution and the censorship of 
postal shipments were set forth and debated. 


The press conference was attended by Ahmad Shamlu, Gholam Hoseyn Sa'‘edi, 
Babak Zahra'i, and Hormoz Rahimian. 


First, Rahimian, a secretary of the Socialist Workers party, outlined the 
circumstances leading to the imprisomment of 16 members of that party, 
pointing out that 7 of them were seized exclusively for distributing 
leaflets about 9 previous members who had been jailed in Khuzestan. 


Rahimian added: “Those who hold views against the Constitution are being 
arrested. In any event there was no justification for arresting these 
9 individuals." 


Subsequently Dr Gholam Hoseyn Sa‘edi, discussing the problen of 
“.azestan, declared: "The govermment does not interfere because it claims 
to be separate from the Council of the Revolution. In fact, this is a 
supterfuge: the goverrment canpletely supports the Council of the Revolu- 
tion. Thus the only solution is to strongly object to this state of 
affairs. I feel we should not be the qly omes to press for the redress 
of this injustice: the govermment must do it, too. Instead, it keeps 
©ilent and doesn't say anything." 


r Sa'edi referred to pressure groups, stating: "Those who suddenly 
cpear in press conferences and meetings and throw them into commotion 
and confusion are menbers of an organized group. Their slogans are well 
known and they are generally persons of the same age who are hacked by 

organizations. 
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Then Ahmad Shamlu stated: “Those who have enjoyed privileges during the 
Revolution have been supported by the least enlightened segment of the 
Iranian society. They have been supported by those for wham snakeroot 
smoking is tantamount to literacy!" 


Shamlu continued: " If the draft of the Constitution is approved, you 
will see that 70 percent of it will be rightist." 


During the press conference, Esma‘ilzadeh, a Justice Ministry attorney, 
held the goverrment responsible for attacks on progressive organizations, 
defended Hemad Sheybani, member of Fedayee Guerrillas, and asked for his 
release. 


Babak Zahra‘'i provided details on the arrest of the 16 members of the 

Socialist Workers party. Referring to statements made by Tehrani Jalad 
Savak, he declared: “All his statements have been prepared in advance. 
He is bent on crushing leftist forces." 


Concerning the political problems of the Iranian society, Zahra‘'i said: 
"If Lran's masses were to discuss this issue in a democratic fashion, 
they would decide to confiscate the properties of imperialistic countries 
and investors in Iran (including industries, farms, residences, health 
facilities) and nationalize then." 


Zahra'i continued: “One of the slogans heard in Iran is ‘neither Eastern 
nor Western'. This shows that Iran is both Eastern and Western, and what 
they are doing is to return to the Middle Ages." 
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DARYUSH FORUHAR DISCUSSES POSITION OF NATIONAL FRONT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Jun 79 p 4 


[Text] The issue of rift in the National Front was a newsmaking and 
controversial one. After Daryush Foruhar, leader of the Melat-e Iran 
party and Minister of Labor, announced the separation of the Melat-e Iran 
party from the National Front, various statements, discussions, and 
interviews popped up. 


KEYHAN held an interview with Foruhar in the secretariat of that party. 
During that interview, Foruhar discussed the reasons for quitting the 

. vtional Front, the policy of the Melat-e iran party, the government's 

t slicy, the establishment of a new Front, the draft of the Constitution, 
‘ad the procedure for approving the Constitution. 


the text of that special interview is reproduced herebelow: 


Regarding the reasons for breaking off with the National Front, Foruhar 
said: "I came to the conclusion that, in terms of political decision- 
making and organizational planning, the National Front was defective and 
th:.t its current structure could not meet the historic and urgent need 
for the creation of a large coalition. 


KEYHAN's reporter inquired: "Would you please elaborate on this matter?" 


Mr Foruhar replied: “Most unfortunately, even those who consider themselves 

as highly experienced and discerning in terms of social affairs, have been 

w able to differentiate the Front from a political party. Bverywhere in 

t-e world a front is a group of different parties and societies sharing 
mmon political views. But a political party has a distinct philosophy, 

a distinct world outlook, and a special organization. There, within the 

National Front, they do not differentiate between "party® and “national 

front." Consequently, most of the National Front's energy had been 

consumed on internal conflicts. This issue is rooted in history. During 





the 2nd period of the activities of the National Front, fram 1339 to 1342 
[21 March 1960 to 20 March 1964] the same mistaken mentality which 
wanted to give the Front a party-like structure, dissipated most of the 
energy of its supporters in internal conflicts and missed many valuable 
opportunities. This state of affairs forced us to sever from the Front 

SO as to establish another large coalition with an adequate organizational 
structure based on Dr Mosadeg's guidelines and including al) freedom-loving 
and independence-seeking forces, forces which believe in tite Iranian 
national movement and consider the Islamic Revolution of the Iranian nation 
aS a resurgence of that movement." 


As to the views of certain National Front members in the press and the 
charges they have made against him, Mr Foruhar declared: 


"The guidelines which Dr Mosadeg has laid down for the arganization of the 
National Front and its top leadership consisted of a mixture of political 
parties, societies, guilds, and freedamloving/indiependence-seeking 
elements. Under such conditions, the Council of the National Front would 
consist of representatives of these groupings. To forestall any conflict 

we have always favored an equal mumber of representatives for each of the 
forces making up the National Front. ‘fis, had we believed that the 
Melat-e Iran party had to have 2 representatives, we also believed that 

the Society of Businessmen and Tradesmen or other organizations had to 

have 2 representatives. The charge made that we wanted our party to have 
more representatives than other organizations or to fill more leadership spots 
is absolutely false. On the contrary the National Front enjoyed a monopo- 
listic position vis-a-vis political parties, which was incompatible with 

Dr Mosadegq's guidelines. Attacks made against me have been mostly 

personal in character. It is most astonishing and regrettable that grown 
men with honorable backgrounds lose their self-control to the extent of 
resorting to foul language and jeering. For my part, I regard these 
strugglers with respect and will not make eny camments no matter what policy 
they adopt." 


In describing the policy and political/ideological positions of the 
Melat-e Iran party, Mr Foruhar indicated: 


"The Melat-e Iran party is a nationalist party which has disclosed its 
principles, objectives, and policy in a platform published on 20 Dey 1337 
{10 January 1959). That party is composed of individuals who got together 
for the establishment of a government based on Iran's historic aspirations. 
That party has been striving to secure camplete political, social, economic, 
and cultural independence for Iran. It considers any exploitation as an 
enemy and supports the sovereignty of nations throughout the world. It 
considers it necessary to fully guarantee the social rights of men and 
women. Furthermore, it seeks to incorporate the wor’i's scientific 
advances into Iran's ancient culture whose major ingredient has been molded 
by the lofty Islamic teachings. 





In order to strengthen the foundation of the family, whom it considers as 
the unit of society, the Melat-e Iran party seeks equal civil rights for 
women and men. It seeks a maximum social security, the right to health 
care, and the training of teachers for all Iranian children. 


And for all Iranians our party seeks the right to employment, the placing 
of means of production in workers' hands, the placing of farmlands and 
means of farming in farmers’ hancs, and the right to private ownership 

if derived from the work and efforts of the individual concerned. However, 
our party favors the nationalization of all means of production in all 
industrial and agricultural sectors." 


As to the policy of his party, Mr Foruhar affirmed: "We believe that the 
Iranian national movement has historical roots and is characterized by the 
search for freedom and independence. The Islamic Revolution of the 

Iranian nation is a resurgence of that historical movement. That is why 

the Melat-e Iran party is focusing all its energy upon the safeguarding 

of the achievements of that great Revolution. At present we feel that 

large conspiracies instigated by imperialists threaten Iran. The reactionary 
tendency within Iran has not yet been completely eliminated and consequently 
a large coalition is an historical necessity. In my view, all parties which 
have been involved in the Iranian national movement and are now serving 

the Revolution, must join that coalition. Furthermore, they must renounce 
all monopolistic tendencies and intrigues which threaten Iran's freedan and 
independence. Our party has voted for the Iranian Islamic Republic and 
considers support of that Republic as its paramount duty." 


Mr Foruhar was asked: "In your statements, you have alluded that a 
coalition is an historical necessity. Hoever, every day, new political 
groups are mushrooming in various parts of Iran and that, itself, brings 
about the scattering of forces. What is your opinion in this matter?" 


Mr Foruhar replied: "That's only natural. A nation seeking to be liberated 
elcver long years of tyranny affiliated with foreign overlords, wishes to 
politicize its society.Those who share views get together, establish socio- 
~litical groupings, and adopt distinct platforms for the administration of 
the country. The longer the period when individual and social freedoms 
prevail, the more will there be exchances of ideas and, at the same time, 
the closer will our ideas became to one another. And we are going to witness 
larger and larger political parties in the future. Right now, when we say 
hat a large coalition is an historical necessity, we mean that political 
‘roupings sharing common views, must form a new Front to safeguard the 
chievements of the Islamic Revolution of the Iranian naticn." 


Subsequently, Mr Foruhar was asked: "You said that you would soon 
establish a new Front. Have you invited groups and political parties to 
create such a Frort?" 








Mr Foruhar answered: “Yes, for same time I have been holding discussions 
with certain political parties, societies, and even guilds sharing common 
views and which consider themselves as 'Mosadegists,' had participated 

in the Revolution, and have now accepted the leadership of Imam Khomeyni. 
I hope my talks will lead to my objective." 


KEYHAN's reporter asked: "Concerning Dr Mosadeq and the groups who call 
themselves 'Mosadegists,' what is your opinion about Mr Matin Daftari, 
the National Democratic faction, and its policy?" 


Mr Foruhar stated: "I regard the policy of the National Democratic 
faction as incompatible with that of the Melat-e Iran party, but I am glad 
that both groupings consider themselves to be the followers of Dr Mosadeq. 
What is extremely dangerous (and I hope no politicai rarty resorts to it) 
is using Dr Mosadeg's name to attack the achievements of the Iranian 
Revolution." 


About Iran's domestic and foreign policies, Mr Foruhar said: 


"I follow the policy of the Melat-e Iran party. It is totally consistent 
with government's foreign and damestic policies. That is why I have been 
permitted to stay in the government." 


Mr Foruhar was asked: "Are you concurring with these govermment policies 
because you are in the government?" 


Mr Foruhar's answer: "I concur with them in general. Of course, it is 
possible that even members of a party may have differences of style 
regarding same views. That is why I say I concur with current government 
policies GENERALLY." 


Regarding the nationalization of industries, Mr Foruhar indicated: 


"I am a member of a party which favors the nationalization of all sectors 
of industry and agriculture. Obviously we favor any plan which may bring 
us closer to that objective." 


"What was the attitude of various foreign representatives attending the 
International Labor Conference towards the Iranian Islamic Revolution?" 


In reply to this question, Mr Foruhar declared: "It was the first time 
that Iran considered itself as being one of the group of non-aligned 
countries. In general, most representatives, especially those fran 
non-aligned countries, wamnly welcomed the Iranian Islamic Republic and its 
views." 
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As to the draft of the Constitution and the "Majles-e Khabaregan” 
[Assembly of Campetent Deputies], Mr Foruhar said: 


"I must point out that the draft of the Constitution was first conceived 
and formulated by the Council of Revolutionary Projects which had been set up 
under the supervision of the Minister without portfolio. It has now been 
made available to the general public. And numerous seminars, commissions, 
and conferences are being openly held by both the Left am the Right to 
scrutinize it. There is no question that all social groups and all the 
people are taking part in that scrutiny. However, concerning the Majles, 

I feel it was a mistake to call it "Majles-e Khabaregan." Since repre- 
sentatives of that Majles will be elected through the direct vote of the 
people and since that Majles will be empowered to make amendments and scrap 
articles in the draft of the Constitution, and subsequently approve it, 
this Majles-e Khabaregan will be the same Constituents' Assembly and the 
small number of its representatives cannot change its special character. 
The placing of the draft of the Constitution, earlier approved by that 
Majles-e Khabaregan, at the scrutiny of all will allow for a final consi- 
deration and decision-making by the people and will result in a more 
democratic method of adopting the Constitution." 


KEYHAN wanted to make inquiries regarding labor and workers' problems. 


Mr Foruhar stated that he was in the premises of the secretariat of the 
Melat-e Iran party, without ready access to figures and statistics, and 
that therefore he could not answer such questions adequately. He pro- 
mised to discuss matters concerning employment and workers with KEYHAN 
reporters at another appropriate time. 
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CONFERENCE STUDIES AGRICULTURE IN AUTONOMOUS REGION 
Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 18 Jun 79 pp 5, 6 


[Article by ‘Ala’ al-Din Mahmud: "Important Recommendations in Need of 
Implementation" ] 


[Text] Last year, the first annual agricultural conference for the Autono- 
mous Region was held in the city of Irbil to discuss the implementation of 

the annual agricultural plan for 1978; to prepare the new agricultural plan 
for the coming summer and winter seasons, wh'ch aims at increasing agricul- 
tural and livestock production by a minimum of seven percent; and to adopt 

the vertical expansion policy in agriculture, particularly in the cultivated 
lands, taking into consideration that such expansion guarantees the use of 

90 percent of lands with continual rain, and considering the production per 
dunum is no less than 500 kilograms in irrigated lands and 400 kilograms in 
lands with continual rain. Barley production will be no less than 400 kilo- 
grams in irrigated lands and 350 kilograms in lands with continual rain; while 
rice production will be no less than 800 kilograms. Forest protection and devel- 
opment will be emphasized. Existing forests will be improved and preserved 
and new ones planted. In the area of fruit, concentration will be on fruit 
plant production and the development of existing orchards that are important 
in the Autonomous Region. 


The Technical Committee made important suggestions and recommendations during 
the conference. The following are the recommendations of the Agricultural 
Production Committee: planting of oil producing crops; growing, especially 
in the Autonomous Region, cotton, sunflower, and soy beans; and expanding 
the region's agricultural land according to the national industry's needs. 
The committee also recommended that suitable areas for harvesting lentils be 
provided, to insure that more of them are grown in the Autonomous Region, 
which has suitable production conditions, and to meet the country's needs of 
these two items. Since the growing of Virginia tobacco has been successful 
in the Autonomous Region as a resuit of research and experimentation by the 
concerned departments, the committee recommended that more of this type of 
tobacco be grown in the region and that the necessary requirements be pro- 
vided, especially dry storage barns, utilizing educational campaigns to that 
end and including the subject of tobacco growing in the Autonomous Region's 
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agricultural school curricula. The committee also emphasized the application 
of special rules to define tobacco-growing regions and provide each with the 
appropriate types of tobacco, specifically in the plains such as the Taq Taq/ 
Batwin/Shahrazur region. The committee also recommended the consolidation of 
the departments interested in tobacco-related agricultural, industrial and 
commercial activities and the establishment of a tobacco industry headquarters 
in the Autonomous Region. The sugarbeet agricultural and industrial problems 
remain, necessitating more studies and suitable solutions aimed at the expan- 
sion and development of sugarbeets. These solutions include supporting the 
farmers by setting suitable prices, raising the current prices, finding a 
suitable and practical formula that would guarantee the arrival of the sugar- 
beet crop to the factory on time for processing, undertaking a strong instruc- 
tional campaign and encouraging the farmer to grow more sugarbeets. The com- 
mittee recommended that prices be studied and fixed on industrial crops grown 
in the Autonomous Region, such as cotton, sunflower, sesame and beets so that 
they are in keeping with the production costs on the one hand and a guaranteed 
profit to encourage farmers to grow these crops on the other. 


A problem still exists in the region involving undergrowth and its effects 
on the types and quality of productive crops. The committee recommended the 
practice of triple crop rotation in addition to the use of special chemicals 
that help fight undergrowth and of good quality seeds. It also recommended 
that the General Organization for Soil and Land Improvements study the con- 
ditions of the Maman in the Zawitah and the Zah Li plain in Al-Sulaymaniyah 
Governorate in order to find the most suitable ways to lower the water level 
in these plains to guarantee their successful cultivation. 


The Orchards and Forests Committee recommended the establishment of new fruit- 
growing administrations in the agricultural headquarters of the Autonomous 
Region which would draw up agricultural and production plans for fruit- 

growing areas, develop the existing orchards, expand fruit-producing farms, 

and produce more nectarine transplants which would grow well in the region. 

The committee recommended that the gardening and landscaping stations should 

not produce forest plants since the Forest Administration does that in con- 
ne-tion with solving difficult problems in the various agricultural areas, 

especially those related to fruit-growing and afforestation, for the purpose 

of studying them, finding scientific solutions to their problems, defining 
grazing areas within the natural forests and developing them into scientifically 
fit grazing areas, and defining specific areas in the forests to introduce 

rew types of trees that are suitable to the region's environment. The committee 
.lso recommended quick action to implement the new forest rules to protect the 
atural and planted forests and that the forest offices provide evergreen 
_cansplants free of charge to the residents. 


‘ 
00 











IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


KURDISTAN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL--The Legislative Council for the Kurdistan 
Region held its twelfth session yesterday morning, chaired by its president, 
Mr Muhammad ‘Ali Muhammad Amin. The session was attended by Mr Khalid ‘Abd 
"Uthman, state minister of planning, representatives of the Autonomous Region 
and Mr Ahmad al-Naqshbandi, chairman of the Executive Council of the Kurdistan 
Region. The council reviewed its regular agenda, which included a discussion 
of the report of the council's finance conmittee by the chairman's office, 
which was presented by Mr Muhammad Sa’id ‘Abd-al-Rahman, director general of 
the council's office. The report was approved. Mr Khalil Khushnaw, secre- 
tary of the council, presented a report on unresolved issues. The council's 
agenda included eight requests directed to the executive council's president 
and the general secretaries of internal affairs, municipalities, summer re- 
sorts, education and transportation. The questions were related to providing 
public services for citizens of the Jimjal and Sayyid Sadiq districts and 
providing land for civil servants in Irbil. Ahmad al-Naqshbandi, Muhammad 
Amin Muhammad Ahmad, Sayrawan al-Jaff, Musa ‘Abd-al-Samad and Su'ad al-Talabani 
joined in the discussion and promised the executive council members to imple- 
ment all their requests. The next session was scheduled for 28 June 1979, 
which will be the last in this round. [Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 18 Jun 79 

p 4) 9455 


COMMUNICATION SERVICES DEVELOPMENT--The Public Facility for Telegraph and 
Telephones is currently implementing several projects at a cost of 10,630,000 
dinars to expand and develop services offered to the citizens, as announced 
by the representatives of Mr ‘Abd-al-Jabbar Hasan, general manager of the 
facility. He said that these projects include the expansion of the national 
and the local communications networks in the governorates of Karbala’, Babil, 
Al-Qadisiyah, al-Najaf, Irbil, Ninawa, Al-Ta'mim, Maysan, Wasit, Al-Basrah 

and Al-Sulaymaniyah from 4,000 to 10,000 phone lines. He added that work 

is continuing to expand crossbar exchanges in Al-Thawrah, 14 July, Al-Dawudi, 
Al-Dawrah, Al-Jadiriyah and Al-Bayya’ in Baghdad with capacities ranging from 
4,000 to 10,000 lines and 10,000 to 20,000 phone lines; in addition to expan- 
sion of the phone network and connecting equipment between Saba' Abkar, Al- 
Jadiriyah, Al-Za'faraniyah, Al-Dawrah, Al-Thawrah, 14 July, Al-Basrah, Al- 
"Ashshar and Al-Musil; as well as expansion of the international exchange to 
its maximum capacity, which is 375 channels of which only 160 channels are cur- 
rently in operation. It is estimated that work on these projects will be com- 
pleted within the next 3 years. [Text] [Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 18 Jun 79 
pp 5, 6] 9455 
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TANK EXERCISES--Baghdad, 28 Jun--[excerpted] Combat soldiers of the people's 

Army yesterday morning underwent tank exercises in conquered, populated 
regions and in one of the special areas belonging to the people's training 

school. The combatants mastered the techniques for blowing up and demol- 
ishing the tanks of the enemy which on their part tried to infiltrate the 
soldiers’ fortified positions. The participants in this exercise--using 
hand grenades and small caliber artillery--displayed competence, highest 
battlefield bravery, and great sacrifice in this operation against the 
enemy's tanks, in the counterattacking and overrunning of his positions, 
in mastery over his tanks, in preventing their escape and in subduing the 
crews inside them. [Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 28 Jun 79 p 4] 


LIME AND CALCITE PLANT--Baghdad, 30 Jun--Muhammad ‘Ayish, member of the RCC 
and minister of Industry and Minerals signed a contract yesterday evening 
with an international corporation for the creation of the "Revolution" 
project in Karbala’. It will cost 14.75 million dinars. The aim of the 
project--the first phase of which is hoped to be completed in 21 months and 
the second phase of which will take an additional five months--is the 
production of lime which will be employed as a primary ingredient in the 
manufacture of light concrete in addition to its use as a material for 
construction and in other manufactures. [Text] [Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH 

in Arabic 30 Jun 79 p 4] 
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ISRAEL 


POLITICAL FORCES IN ISRAEL ADDRESSED 
Tel-Aviv AL-HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 27 May 79 p 3 


[Article by Prof Shevah Weis: “Where Is the Focus of Israeli Political 
Power?" 


{Text] Following the peace agreements with Egypt, the political map in 
Israel is going through one of its worst crises. How much this map is 
representative is doubtful. It lacks real parties based on large, stable 
and active membership. The parties lack steady supporters who are influ- 
ential in their periphery. In the height of organizational consolidation 
(Alinement, Likud, the Sheli group) Israeli politics are, in fact, backing 
party forces which are based on a fixed group of members and supporters. 


What Exactly Are We Talking About? 


In order to answer this question we have to examine first the formal polit- 
ical blocs. We'll begin with the ruling bloc: Likud. Likud was supposedly 
made up of four different parties: the Herut movement, the Liberal Party, 
La’'am and Ahdut (Hillel Za'‘idel). 


Ahdut never went through an electoral test, and its lone member in the 
Knesset benefitted unexpectedly. It was Begin's present, when the dissi- 
dents, like abandoned eggs, were gathered into Likud. 


La‘am was a combination of periodic atoms which also had never undergone 

a real political test. In 1969 the remainder of RAFI got together and made 
the aged Ben-Gurian run separately for the elections to the seventh Knesset. 
There were a few thousands of voters who remembered Ben-Gurion's young days, 
and so helped four representatives get into the Knesset. Close to election 
time Ben-Gurion finally retired from active political life, and left his 
footsteps in the form of four Knesset members. Those experienced and clever 
people joined the Likud when it was formed on the eve of the elections to 
the eighth Knesset. In the summer before the Yom-Kippur War the head of 
Herut, who was working in the “umbrella-party" method, gathered them into 
his camp and gave them a “genealogical key" for dividing the mandates 
according to the situation in 1969. Thus Ben-Gurion's power (minor as it 
was) was transferred into the Likud. Later those who deserted Hamerkaz 
Hahofshi, who got representation in the Knesset because of Shmuel Tamir, 
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joined them. Later this group was joined by the exclusive club whose mem- 
bers had never been counted, as their number remains a great secret-—-the 
club of the labor movement for the Greater Land of Israel Movement. Thus 

a group of voters turned into a parliamentary block of eight Knesset mem- 
bers. Now this block is disintegrating into its original atoms by amoebiza- 
tion (multiplication by division), first 4:4, then (in the vote on the peace 
treaty) 3:1 acd 2:2, when one leaves the Likud, and the other only votes 
against the peace agreement. 


Condemned to a Natural Death 


The political power of the Liberal Party is also top secret. In 1959, when 
the General Zionists (Zionim Klali‘im) went to the elections to the fourth 
Knesset exposed in the turret of the voters, they won only eight mandates. 
Since then the structure of Israeli society has changed drastically. Inso- 
far as it is possible to mark the correlations between the new social 
structure and its formation of political identification, it seems that the 
General Zionists would have died a natural death (see the fate of another 
General Zionists group-the Free Liberals). In 1977 when the glamorous DMC 
appeared on the map, the General Zionist would have almost disappeared 
completely, except for some islands of local government. In such case, it 
is doubtful if Shlomo Lahat would have joined the Liberals (the heirs of 
the General Zionists) in 1973, and therefore it is doubtful whether they 
would have won the municipal elections in Tel~Aviv. But as people who know 
iow to make a deal, the General Zionists quickly joined Herut in 1965 and 
established GAHAL. Since then the liberals enjoy electoral protection from 
Begin's list, while the “genealogical key" for the division of mandates 
remains according to the situation in 1965, which was also somewhat dis- 
torted, as only by coincidence 11 Knesset members of che 17 members of the 
criginal Liberal Party (which was founded in 1961 as a coalition of the 
’rogressives and the General Zionists) declared themselves the heirs of the 
Liberals and they created that famous picture of the situation. 


fven the Shlomzion group, whose head serves as a senior minister in the 
ronment, won in 1977 only two mandates and thousands of votes less than 
the lone man for parliament": In the electoral competition in 1977 the 
lone Sharon (Samuel Plato) won more support than the heroic Sharon (Ariel). 
So it happened that Menahem Begin and Ezer Weizman swept votes and the 
hers swept Knesset members. 


Image of the Ruling Party 


nerefore, it is possible to determine that the Likud is neither a party 
rv a federation of parties, but a collection of party fossils that owe the 
ime minister for the fact that they are still here. That is the way the 
ore of the current coalition looks, and that is the image of the "ruling 
party.’ Its nature can be defined in one word: Begin. 





Between the camps are the tombstones of DMC, God Rest Its Soul. DMC's suc- 
sess in May 1977 was the main political event in those elections. Meanwhile, 
the DMC has split. Seven Knesset members carry the name Democrats, while 
seven others carry the initials Shai-Shinui-~change and Yozma-initiative. 
But change and initiative are actually two different blocks. In the middle 
is the lone man of the DMC, whose aim is to gather some more tens of sup- 
porters by meaningless advertisements in the papers which are financed by 
the Israeli tax payer because of the laws regarding party financing. In 
the Democrats’ groups the people of “oded" threaten resignation. So, there 
are in the government three ministers from seven Knesset members who by all 
indication do not enjoy any public support. All public opinion polls show 
that if we had elections right now, the remnants of the DMC would have a 
hard time getting into the Knesset. 


Begin is leading a coalition which has no real power. He himself has more 
power. 


On the left is the Alinement bloc. The Alinement is made up of two parties: 
The Labor Party and MAPAM. MAPAM is a small but organized party. The Labor 
Party is, in a sense, in a complicated situation. What does it involve? 

The Labor Party was made up of three parties: MAPAI, Ahdut Avoda and RAFI. 


Where Are the Supporters of RAFI? 


It was very difficult to find out where the RAFI supporters of 1965 stand 
now. By the social terminology and the formations of party identification, 
as marked by us in 1977, it seems that most of the original KAFI supporters 
voted for the Likud (people from Asia and Africa) and for the DMC (the mid- 
dle class, upper middle class, college educated, technocrars of the public 
and government administrations, and part of the academic community). Ina 
sense, RAFI is a success story, as its leading group is now in charge of 
many government and sub-government systems. One of its members is the 
president, two are mayors of large and important cities--Jerusalem and 
Haifa, the others lead the fragments of La‘am. Generally, it can be said 
that RAFI as a group has disappeared, and what is ieft is interlocked with- 
in the Jeadership of the Labor Party. 


MAPAI Has Disappeared 


MAPAI has almost disappeared completely: its heads have disappeared from 
the stage and most of them have died. Eshkol, Eran, Golda Meir, Sapir, 
Namir, Luz are no longer alive. Gevati and Ya‘akov Shimshon Shapira, Bar‘ am 
and others are not in the center of the stage, and Yehoshua Rabinovich is 
somewhat isolated, although at the top of his party. The next generation 

of MAPAI had shrunk tragically--one is in prison, the other committed sui- 
cide and there are hardly any others. The younger ones, as wise politi- 
cians, formed a new power group, "the combination circle," and through it 
have gone up, while blotting their original identity and creating a new 
identity. 
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The Organized Force--Ahdut Haroda 


So, it turns out that the organized force which has a clear organizational 
basis (Hakibbutz Hameuhadd) and surprising friendly and mutual relations in 
the Labor Party is Ahdut Haroda. Formally, the “past” blocks in the Labor 
Party have disappeared, but in reality there are still informal groups which 
are quite solid. These groups are not necessarily fixed, and they change 
from time to time, from one issue to another and from one man to another. 
These are more ad-hoc coalitions. But as far as Ahdut-Avoda former members 
and the cores of Hakibbutz Hameuhad are concerned, there still exists the 
comradeship and even the formal organization through the institutions of 
Hakibbutz Hameuhad. As the song goes--"Oh friendship, such friendship.” 
This is now the most powerful group in the labor camp. 


9433 
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ISRAEL 


NO PROGRESS AT AUTONOMY NEGOTIATIONS IN ALEXANDRIA 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 18 Jun 79 p 7 


{Text/ Alexandria, Egypt's mouth, opened its arms widely a few days ago to 
embrace a number of Israeli officials. Some came to participate in the so- 
called “negotiations for administrative autonomy” for the West Bank and the 
occupie: Gaza Strip. Others came in response to formal invitations to visit 
Egypt aad view its antiquities. 


The subject of negotiations for autonomy is what we will discuss here. The 
Israeli delegation, headed by Minister of Interior Yosef Burg, arrived in 
Alexandria. It included Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Moshe Dayan, 
Minister of Defense Ezer Weizman, Minister of Agriculture Ariel Sharon, 
Minister of Justice Tamir and Minister Without Protfolio Moshe Nissin. 


Egypt first suggested that the second round of negotiations be held in 
the Palestine Hotel. However, the Egyptian authorities yielded to the 
Israelis’ request to move the site of negotiations to San Stefano Hotel 
on Alexandria's coast road, because the name Palestine does not appeal to 
Zionists. 


Concern With Picture, Not Content 


Israeli news agencies concentrated on the welcome given to the Israeli 
delegation more than on the subject of negotiations. Newspapers, including 
the JERUSALEM POST, published photos showing al-Sadat,Burg, Butrus Ghali and 
Dayan in complete harmony, smiling and expressing their happiness through 
their wide grins. 


On the subject of negotiations, the POST's correspondent, who was in 
Alexandria to cover the negotiations as well as to recover from an illness, 
said that the Israeli delegation returned to Tel Aviv 2 days after the 
negotiations, making very little progress. 


Next Meeting To Be Held in Herzliya 


The meeting, in which the United States participated, failed to reach an 
agreement on the procedures or work schedules for future meetings. An 
agreement was reached, however, to have one member from each of the three 
delegations meet within a week in Herzliya, located on the road between 
Netanya and Tel Aviv, to begin work on a draft agenda for negotiations. 
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Procedural matters that caused a slow-down of the first phase of negotiations 
have not been resolved. It seems unlikely that these matters can be resolved 
before the Sadat-Begin meeting in Alexandria next month. 


It was not clear whether the three representatives, who are not ministers, 
will be given authority to finalize the articles of the agenda--a controversial 
issue between Egypt and Israel. 


Egyptian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Butrus Ghali said that if the 
subcommittee fails to reach a joint agreement, the matter will be transferred 
for discussion at the ministers’ meeting scheduled for 25 September in 
Herzliya. 


Points of Agreement 


The formation of the subcommittee was one of five secondary points of 
agreement at the Egyptian-Israeli-American conference in Alexandria. 


The remaining points of agreement were: 
Ministerial meetings attended by the three delegations will be closed. 


The host will be responsible for providing the needs and services required 
for the meeting. 


Meetings should be held once every 2 weeks, alternately in Egypt and the 
occupied territories. 


The work progress in these meetings will be reported through public notices. 


hali and Tamir, upon leaving the final session of the second phase of 
negotiations in Alexandria, informed reporters that there is still a very 
wide gap between Egypt and Israel. However, they said they think this gap 
car be narrowed. 


Dec» Disagreements on Contents 


Unlike the procedural matters, there are deep disazreements between Tel Aviv 
and Cairo on the meaning of autonomy, the situation of Arab Jerusalem and 
the matter of establishing Jewish settlements on the West Bank and the Gazé 
Strip. 


Oother factors that further complicate the negotiations are the role of 
tue United States in the negotiations and the question of who chairs the 
sessions. 


Session Chairmanship Is the Biggest Problem 


fhe Israelis say that the United States is fully entitled to participate in 

the negotiations in accordance with the treaty addendum on autonomy. But 

the Egyptians consider the American role to be more than participation. They 

say that the United States is a full partner in the negotiations on autonomy 

in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and, therefore is, entitled to chair meetings. 
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Mustafa Khalil, the senior Egyptian negotiator, had raised the question of 
the United States hairing the sessions several times. He refused to share 
chairmanship of the sessions with the Israeli delegation on the grounds that 
Israeli Minister of Interior Burg is lower in rank. 


President al-Sadat said that he intends to discuss the problems facing the 
autonomy negotiations in his next meeting with Begin in Alexandria. 


Al-Sadat also said that when the time comes, he will be able to answer any 
questions related to the current procedural matters and other con.roversial 
issues betwéen Egypt and Israel. 


Al-Sadat spoke after receiving Burg. 


Burg said that President al-Sadat described Begin as a brave man who cooperates 
in strengthening the edifice of peace. 


The POST correspondent said that al-Sadat's hint was a balancing statement 


after the attack on Begin by Musa Sabri of the Cairo paper AL-AKHBAR, in 
which he described Begin as a poisonous snake. 


9455 
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ISRAEL 


IMMUNITY LAWS FOR MKS SAID DEFICIENT 
Tel-Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 5 May 79 pp 9, 11 


[Article by James Ya'‘acov Rosenthal: "Defects in the Immunity Law, follow- 
ing the Indictment of MK Plato-Sharon"} 


[Text] The immunity laws for MKs are deficient. They include articles that 
are lacking and articles that are superfluous. The most exclusive, united 
and rigid “trade union” is that of MKs. Sometimes when public opinion is 
aroused due to some iniustice which is especially conspicious, one MK or 
another proposes a change in these laws, but it does not change the fact 
that the Knesset, as a body, refuses any change. 


Letely, some MKs have been pretending that there is a need to change the law 
soon regarding a certain situation i.e. the danger of cancelling the prison 
sentence of an MK because of his parliamentary immunity, or the danger of 
his appearance, even if he is imprisoned, in Knesset meetings or in one of 
its committees (if his party does not deny him his membership in the com 
mittee). On this issue, those who call for a change in the law are wrong. 
"The law regarding the immunity of Knesset members, their rights and their 
dvties" distinguishes between basic-absolute immunity and procedural-rela- 
tive immunity: an MK is fully exempt from the beginning from any criminal 
ar civil responsibility regarding any judicial action, not only regarding 
a vote or the expression of opinion, written or oral, in the Knesset, but 
also regarding any of his actions," and again without defining “any of his 
ictions." This law concerns not only parliamentary action but also "in 
the Knesset and outside it." And again: without defining "outside it," 
ead “it is sufficient if his action was "for" his position as an MK," mean- 
cng, “the king" (i.e. the MK) cannot do wrong or violate the law, or cause 
mage which needs repair or calls for compensation, and what would involve 
sanctions for another person is justified for the MK. So says article 6 
of the immunity law. In order to fully secure this type of immunity, the 
law syecifically torbids the Knesset "to take away from an MK the immunity 
or identity which he is entitled to by article 6" (article 13a)--meaning 
he does not bear any responsibility. And who, except the "trade union" 
with the special interest does not feel like crying out for a basic change 
of these instructions, which violate decency and democracy. Those who 
protect them use the word democracy falsely. 
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Limiting the Immunity 


The MK is immune regarding other things, as well, deeds or oversights he 
got entangled with without any connection to his pvblic work. But here 
immunity is limited: in criminal law he is exposed like any other person 
to civil criminal procedures or other procedures; but even in this case he 
is immune, as without taking away his immunity, you can't start criminal 
procedure;; against him. Only the Knesset can take away his immunity, and 
this involves long complicated procedures, and only by the initiative of 
the judiciai advisor to the government himself. In his petition to the 
Knesset the judicial advisor has to define and to detail the criminal ac- 
tion which caused the bill of indictment to be handed to the court. 


Without a Knesset decision to remove the immunity, it is allowed to detain 
an MK temporarily to assure a proper investigation, but only if a "crime" 
is involved, an offense whose maximum punishment exceeds 3 years in prison. 
These two restrictions are sufficient to make the following case very rare: 
(1) The MK is caught while committing a "crime" and (2) that his crime is 
“the use of force” (actual, not just threatening to use force) “or disturb- 
ing the peace or committing treason." Even if the MK was arrested under 
such circumstances and his detention was justified by the law, the Knesset 
Speaker has to be informed immediately, and the MK has to be released after 
10 days at the latest, unless the Knesset has decided to take away his im- 
munity during that time period, not necessarily for the investigation or 
its continuation, but “for that crime” itself. That would mean that in the 
first stages of immunity removal, the judicial advisor to the government 
has to be quick in handing a petition and attack to it a draft of the in- 
dictment, the Knesset committee has to reach a decision after hearing 

the detainee, and Knesset's plenum has to make a final decision, that too, 
after hearing the detainee's story. 


The Same Law for All 


Now, the MK's immunity was removed. He was indicted, found guilty, a ver- 
dict was given including imprisonment, all in the proper manner. Now sup- 
pose he appealed the verdict and the court of appeals rejected his appeal, 
its two aspects (conviction and punishment), would he be arrested (to serve 
his term as distinguished from detention for investigation purposes)? Or 
does the arrest involve a new petition to the Knesset and another decision 
regarding imprisonment? Or is it the right and the duty of the government 
to imprison him, but if required he would be released "to fill his duty as 
an MK,” or can the Knesset deny him the status of an MK? Or it is possible 
that under the existing laws there are no answers to these questions. There 
is an answer: 


A) By the code of law of the Knesset, the Knesset chooses its committees 


and from time to time determines personnel chanzes in them by the motions 
of the Knesset committees which act according to the propositions of the 
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parties, provided a party-based membership-key is observed. The man's party 
can petition the Knesset committee and automatically the man‘s replacement 
by somebody else from his party is assured. 


B) What about an MK who is a prisoner (not a detainee) or one who is to be 
imprisoned? “An MK whose immunity was removed due to a certain offense, 
would be judged with regards to this offense by the common law" (article 
4B) meaning: immunity was removed for indictment only, which is an action 
utside the court which precedes the trial, but in removing the immunity 
the Knesset had already “handed over" this MK to the investigating authori- 
ties, to the criminal prosecution authorities, to the Judicial authorities 
ind to any fate which the judges will decide on, including imprisonment. 
The law specifically states: for all these procedures he is to be judged 
like any other person. 


C) Even so, the man would remain an MK (unless of course, he chooses to 
resign), and according to the existing laws, the Knesset cannot take away 
his MK status. Nobody should initiate giving such authority to the Knesset 
or weigh this matter hastily following a particularly exciting case. In 
iny case, it is unseemly for a party-political body to take into its own 


1ds the maximum-extreme punishment of one of its members. The question 
be asked: If the Knesset or one of its bodies, as any disciplinary 
court, can “punish” an MK, even by removing him from several meetings, and 
1ctually suspend his membership due to disciplinary offenses, why can't 
it assume the authority of a disciplinary court and be able to “fire” him 


(maybe, even deny his seniority payment)? The question already gives the 
inswer: A disciplinary court is very close to a regular court in its com- 
position, in the definition of its authority, in its independence, in the 
nclusion of jurists, in its independence, in the inclusion of jurists, in 
.tS exposure to the public. The Knesset lacks all these favorable charac- 
ristics, and the ability to function as a jurisdictional-judicial author- 
\ there has been enough shame. 


o 
> 

| 
o 


isk, and with some justification: Can a man who had committed a dis- 


‘racetul act remain an MK? The answer is simple and complicated at the 
me tim course, it is impossible, but in some laws there appears 
ie term ",..which carries disgrace," but what is disgrace? There is no 
ition to explain it. There are judicial precedents trying to fill 
this gap. But the most serious issue is the fact that judges, according 
law, ot have the right to draw conclusions from "disgrace," for 
ple, conclusions such as denying certain civil rights, as the right to 


‘lected to the Knesset, the government or a municipal council. 


et of problems calls for the following legislation, within the pun- 
ut law aad not within the immunity law: "If the court has decided, 
ile making its decision, that the offence carries “disgrace,” the court 


} 


in make the defendant unqualified to be elected to the Knesset or to any 











municipal government for a maximum period of...years, in addition to any 
other punishment...if this is decided on while the defendant is still serv- 
ing in any of these positions, it means the end of this term, without any 
additional provision. "Disgrace" in this article would mean a base motive 
to harm the public or part of it, or using status in order to get special 
privileges or special benefits. Finally: A drastic change of the immunity 
laws--yes; "the dismissal" of an MK by the Knesset: no! 
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ISRAEL 


"SICKNESS' OF ISRAELI MEDICINE DEPLORED 
Tel-Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 May 79 p 1l 
[Article by Yif'at Nevo: "The Truth Behind the Myth"] 


[Text] The chairman of the medical federation, Dr Ram Yishai, says that 
"the cake" of the country's financial abilities is limited, but the policy 
makers in the Health Ministry refuse to admit it, because it would 
oblige them to fix priorities in the use of resources. In our country it 
is impossible to fix priorities, since there is no planning and everything 
is determined by local forces and the interests of pressure groups." 


One of the examples, says Dr Yishai, is the level of the chronic-care beds. 
In his words, “In this area we function on the level of a developing nation, 
and that in the best of cases." There is a very visible gap between the 
low-level care given to chronic patients (who number in the thousands) and 
between the variety of modern equipment in the modern institutes which serve 
1 relatively small number of patients. "And the equipment is not only the 
initial cost, but also the large maintenance expenses and the training of 
skilled personnel for the needs of only a few," says Dr Yishai. 


vrof Refael Adar, the head of the surgical division in Tel-Hashomer hosp ’tl, 
al.o came out with sharp criticism of the existing system in which the people 
in medical management positions do not take into consideration the profita- 
bility ef developing new services. In his words, these people in medical 
management don't bear uwirect responsibility either for creating deficits or 
fer failures. “As there is no over-all program which would obligate all 

the institutions which provide medical care, there is hardlv any control 

m the size and type of actions of different units within the system," says 
‘cofessor Adar. 


LOOO E>.tra Beds 


[t seems that behind the myth of the excellent Israeli medicine which was 
created due to scientific achievements in some narrow fields, there hides 
a sad reality of detachedness and of lack of awareness of the needs of the 








Israeli patients. Along with the development of prestigeous institutes, 
which cost millions, which paved the way to glory to a small number of stars 
among the doctors, there exists neglect in non-glamorous medical areas which 
could provide care for many thousands. The deficient set-up of personnel in 
the hospitals has also led to the deterioration in the level of hospitaliza- 
tion in our country. The managerial level in the health system bears the 
responsibility for this phenomenon, as the critics see it as being respon- 
sible for the lack of a planned medical policy, a fact which causes the 
waste of many resources. 


The director-general of the Health Ministry, Prof Mordehai Shani, joins in 
the criticism of the medical administration. Professor Shani, who assumed 
his position about 6 months ago, established as one of his main goals, the 
planning of the medical system, its reorganization on a rational basis and 
the introduction of management principles which would permit better medical 
care within the framework of existing resources. 


The new director-general didn't see it as an aim, but as a necessity which 
can be carried out. "In Jerusalem alone, it is possible to save 100 mil- 
lion IL a year, if a medical council would be formed in the city," claims 
Professor Shani. In his words the capital is a classical example of duplic- 
ity, a surplus of elaborate equipment and sophisticated divisions, a surplus 
of psychiatric beds (compared to a shortage in psychiatric beds in the coun- 
try as a whole), along with a considerable shortage of chronic-care beds. 


Professor Shani says that we have achieved a high level of national appro- 
priation for health--27 percent of the national product--but poor, unplanned 
distribution of the medical appropriation has not really materialized into 
better services tor the patient. 


The problems of hospitalization are one of the by-products of the poor or- 
ganization and poor management of the medical system, thinks Professor 
Shani. In his words, we have a real surplus of about 1,000 beds in the 
general hospitals, and even so, 18 percent of the patients who need elective 
hospitalization have to wait between 1 month and 5 months for hospitaliza- 
tion. At least 10 percent of the patients who get nto the processing 

rooms and whose condition justifies hospitalizati: ., are refused because 

of a shortage of beds. The hospitalization problem also causes the release 
of 20 percent of the hospitalized patients ahead of time in order to make 
room for patients whose condition is more serious. 


Professor Shani says that the surplus beds, each of which costs tcday up to 
1,800 IL a day (as of 2 August, 2,500 IL), are occupied due to the doctor's 
indifference and without any medical justification. As an example, he cites 
the procedure common to many doctors to hospitalize diabetes patients in 
order to balance the level of sugar in the blood. The interests of the 
patient demand the treatment of this phenomenon within the tramework of 
every-day life outside the hospital. Professor Shani stresses that along 














with the negiigence with which doctors treat government money, ‘hich leads 
to unnecessary or continuous hospitalization, there are cases of early re- 
leases with disregard for the patient's health. 


Let's Stop the Crazy Race 


The pressure on the hospitalization establishments which was created by 
long waiting lines and patients who were put in the halls, created a few 
years ago a rush in constructing new hospitals, while after a while it 
became clear it was impossible to finish their construction. It so hap- 
pened that the lack of a master-plan for the construction of hospitaliza- 
tion institutions was an important factor in the waste of millions. The 
Start of the construction of the Soreski Center in Tel-Aviv ‘as an addition 
to Ihilor) of the hospitalization homes in Tel-Hashomer and of Aizenberg 
hospital in Jaffa was done without checking first if the country could 
atford to finish the construction. The millions of liras which were in- 
vested, were lost. The construction of the hospital in Tel-Giborim, which 
has lasted for 18 years, has swallowed millions of liras without having 
given the patients any service for many years. 

iow, says the director-general, it has become clear that if the priorities 
1ad been fixed according to the real needs, the millions wouid have been 
spent differently. In his words, there are only two hospitals which need 


. 


-_ 


1dditional beds urgently: The hospital in Nahariyar needs 150 additional 

beds, and the one in Ashkelon, 1000 additional beds. The rest of the gen- 
eral hospitals have a surplus of beds which have to be turned into chronic- 
care beds, especially for older patients and psychiatric patients. A good 


example of this procedure is the plan for Donolo hospital in Jaffa. Accord- 
ing to this plan the hospital will become a chronic-care institution after 

(s surplus beds are turned over at the end of the year to the new building 
ci Teli-Giborin., 


Ane cher way of making the system efficient is the full utilization of the 

expensive, sophisticated equipment. The usage of the expensive dialysis 

eouipment for kidney patients in three shifts shows that we can get to full 

usage of expensive equipment. The next stage has to be the :itilization of 
eration rooms and X-ray institutes in two shifts. The eff: cient usage 

1f the existing sophisticated equipment by different hospitals will make 

it possible to stop the crazy race of buying sophisticated equipment by 

e.ery hospital separately. The experts claim that in order to reach that 

need a clear and firm policy and wise organization. 


‘reat challenge which Professor Shani fixed for himself upon assuming 
position, which involved the reorganization of the medical system within 
economic capabilities of the state, was more than 2 play with appropria- 


ions and the different usage of beds. In order to ac'iieve this challenge 
we need a man who can confront the powerful forces which have been active 
within the medical system for years, forces which have led through the years 


to the degeneration of its different parts. The clear thinking of Professor 








Shani, his intellectual honesty, his energy and operational ability made man, 
people hope that after years of neglect the medical system finally has the 
"captain" it needs. 


Three months after assuming his position, Professor Shani announced that he 
was resigning and stated family problems as the reason. Prior to his resig- 
nation the heads of the psychiatric division and of chronic illnesses and 
old age divisions also resigned, they too after less than three months from 
the time they assumed office. These two people were supposed to advance two 
of the most neglected and hurting areas in Israeli medicine. The resigna- 
tion of Professor Shani and his colleagues, which should have been received 
as a slap in the face, was accepted in certain circles of the medical system 
almost with a sigh of relief. It seems that there are those who would like 
the situation to remain as it was: Professor Shani's resignation will go 
into effect 2 weeks from now, and still there is no one to replace him, but 
it does not seem to cause any special concern in the Health Ministry. 
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ISRAEL 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES EXPRESS THEIR GRIEVANCES 
Tel-Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 25 May 79 p 3 


[Article by Yif‘at Nero, HA'ARETZ correspondent: “Home Care Saves Thousands 
of Hospitalization Days; Public Health Nurses Discrimina’;i Against; Unfilled 
Positions in Hospitals a Lie"] 


[Text] The representative of the public health nurses said yesterday in a 
press conference in Beit-Sokolov in Tel-Aviv that "the nurse who within the 
framework of the stations for family health works in the home of the chronic 
patient who cannot leave his bed, or with the patient whose leg was amputated, 


or with old people and babies, «* whose job involves the prevention of dis- 
ease and of infant mortality and emotional support to those who need it, 
within the framework of the stations for family health, saves the state 


thousands of hospitalization days, which costs millions of Israeli pounds 
i year. " 


Malia Katz, assistant head of medical care in Kupat-Holim in the Tel-Aviv 
district, noted that in Tel-Aviv alone the 360 nurses in Kupat-Holim carried 
out in March 5,600 house calls for 1,700 chronic paticnts they treat. She 
sa‘d that only 1,200 nurses of the staff work full time, the others either 
work part time or are retired. 


House Calls 


The nurses claim that the health of the patient who gets home after the end 

>t the hospital treatment depends sometimes on the clinic nurse who continues 

t» treat him at his home, as needed. These nurses have to give the Insulin 
ots to diabetes patients who can't leave their beds, and in order to do 
iat they have to start very early in the morning and only later get to the 
.inic. When they finish their work in the clinic they go to the rest of 

the house calls. 


ic cepresentatives used a tone of severe insult. In their words, for long 
months they were treated by their partners for the negotiations as doing an 
unimportant joo which the state can do without. "If you don't need us, 





fire us," said Llana Bertonor, a pusiic-health nurse. The nurses claimed 
that there is no rivalry between them and the hospital nurses, but they 
object to the gap between the salaries of the two branches, which gets, they 
say, up to 50 percent. 


In their words, the subject of the unfilled positions in hospitals, which 
need to be filled urgently, is an agreed-upon lie. They claimed that they 
tried to get jobs in hospitals in Ashkelon, in [hilov Hakiria and in Rokah 
in Tel-Aviv, and were told there that all the positions were filled. They 
claim that there is a shortage of nurses, and the hospital nurses collapse 
under the burden, but its impossible to hire new nurses due to lack of posi- 
tions. 


They said that they see the health system in the country as one unity and 
would insist on their right to get just compensation for the work they do. 
They demand pay for split hours and 85 percent of the “field equipment” 
addition, which amounts tc 3000 Israeli pounds a month (similar addition 
was given to hospital nurses under article “hospital incentive"). They 
demand additional pay for working at the patient's home, where there are 
no conditions and no equipment, for geriatric patients, and a multiplicity 
of tasks. In their words, they serve in the patients’ home as pharmacists, 
lab workers and microbiologists as well as nurses. 


Yesterday it was informed that the representatives of the community nurses 
got a Sunday meeting in Jerusalem with the representatives of the employers 
and of the Civil Service Commission. 
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ISRAEL 


MINISTERS REACT TO PLAN FOR DRASTIC BUDGET CUT 
Tel-Aviv HAZOFEH in Hebrew 29 May 79 p 2 
(Editorial: “A Balanced Division cf the Burden"] 


_Text] None of the government ministers object to the need to cut the state 
pudget drastically, and there are even those who are willing to go further 
in cutting the budget. The problem starts when you begin to make the divis- 
ion, to decide what is to be cut and what is not. That was reflected yes- 
terday in the discussion in the government before making a decision today 
concerning the plan of Finance Minister Ehrlich for cutting the budget by 
lion Israeli pounds. 


livision between those who are for and those who are against, actually, 
reilects t lifferent approaches of government members who deal with 
servic ind government members who deal with the economy. The later group 
; mcerned with the needs of the economy from their point of view, while 
t first group thinks that it doesn't have to be that public services would 
ir? most of the burden. 


e things can be explained in more explicit terms: does the government 
subsidies to capital, i.e. to people of means, or should it 

ret th »00r people and the essential public needs. If there is a need 

t it. has to be done in a balanced form, and the burden should be 

ll. It is impossible that when you cut such an essential bud- 

that of the Education and Culture Ministry, you transfer the amount 
ive ir xh away as to distrioute it for such unessential needs as 

nsurance and loan subsidies, even if you decline them as loans for 


. 
= 
. 


ce 


tion and Cultur. Minister Zevulun Hammer, who had the most intense 
t imnore the need to cut, and we are sure there are more 


in the budget of the Education and Culture Ministry which can be 
without really hurting. There is no doubt that Mr Hammer would 
Willing to do it, as he said, given the assurance that this money is 
d and is not used to subsidize loans tor industry, or to make excep- 
| wage contracts. The opposition to subsidizing capital was widespread, 


. ’ ~~? 1 ] 7 ~ le SAR ; 
Hea i inister Shostak used the same strong language. 








But the picture will not be complete if we don't deal with the approach of 
Finance Minister Ehrlich. This approach which supports capital subsidies 

is not new and not exceptional in the economic policy, cluding the policy 
of those who preceded Ehrlich in office. A new country which goes through 
development stages is not the same as a developed country. Aid for develop- 
ment purposes is one of the tools which can help the development or indus- 
try, agriculture and other things. The state cannot limit itself to serv- 
ices and neglect industrial and agricultural development which create jobs. 


) 


In order to find the golden path between the two approaches and to fulfill 
all the needs, we need a more balanced approach towards the distribution 

of resources. Lately, there is a feeling that there is ciear priority to 
development needs. There exists the feeling that there is no selective 
approach in this distribution, and the government distributes very ygenerous- 
ly means for deve lopment needs which are not always objective needs. Thus, 
i negative approach is developing towards the need to give development loans 
with preferential conditions. Health Minister Shostak expressed this view 
when he said, last night, that the industrialists can get loans from the 
banks. There is expressed, perhaps, is these words a simplistic approach, 


which ignores the real needs tor developing the creative resources. Hence, 


the demand that the government find a more balanced approach ¢t tla iftfer- 
ent mods. it has to avoid cre iting the .mpression that whiie it cancels 


subsidies tor essential products, it generously distributes grants and loans 


to people of means, such as industrialists, flower growers a Jiamong ex- 
orters. Those who are for a free market innot hold the r m both sides. 
Those who didn't include the government in cheir profits in cime of pros- 
perity, cannot demand its help in time of trouble. It does t mean that 


the government can remain indilterent to the prodiems oi i ertain branch 
>? . . * , > V« rr " " “| © ’ hy hs .*? ‘ e oa .s »? 
ol Le CUM lV » Cope eagiiy AWA ik GssWuiliai OFancn Whici BOo« ‘ Anil an 
Rat ' i ; 7 ’ ag : 
acute cCrists. but things nave to be weii-dvalancea,. burden nas to be 


Livi led equaliy. 














ISRAEL 


SUPREME COURT POSITION ON CONFISCATED ARAB LAND VIEWED CRITICALLY 
Jerusalem AL~QUDS in Arabic 16 Jun 79 p 1 
{[Editorial: “Supreme Court and Settlement") 


[Text] Seventeen of the owners of the Arab land confiscated near Nabulus 
submitted a complaint to the Supreme Court. Shlomo (Asher), the Supreme 
Court judge, refused to make a decision on the complaint on his own and 
referred the case to a court consisting of three of the Supreme Court judges, 
without setting a date for the hearing. Moreover, no decision was made on 
the Arab owners’ request that construction work in the settlement town of 
(Alon Moret) be stopped until a decision is issued by the Supreme Court. 


The Supreme Court is at a loss. If it issues a ruling to return the land 

to its Arab owners, it would embarrass the Israeli government that confiscated 
these lands and decided to build the settlement town on them. If it approved 
the confiscation of the lands, it would expose itself to the accusation of 
oeing an executive agency used to approve and implement the government 
decisions. 


The ruling that the Sypreme Court issued nearly 2 months ago in the case of 
confiscation of lands in al-Birah and Tubas is to be noted in this regard. 
The ruling considered settlement in the occupied Arab territories a security 
necessity and thus cast shadows of doubt on the presence of a separation of 
powers in israel--a separation which all the democratic countries consider 
sacred and which they safeguard to guarantee the independence of the 
legislative, execv*tve and judiciary authorities and to protect them against 
w atever may influence their will. 


is to be noted that there is no precedent in which the Sypreme Court 
has acknowledged the right of the Arabs to regain their confiscated lands, 
or in which the court abolished a decision to set up a settlere::. All the 
court has done is to issue temporary restraining instructions which become 
inoperative quickly, such as freezing settlement in (two houses). 


Though we reject settlement, whatever its justifications, we remind the 
Supreme Court of the position of Ezer Weizman, the Israeli minister of 


55 


defense, and of Moshe Dayan, the minister of foreign affairs and the former 
minister of defense, who consider that the building of Alon Moret has no 


security justification, and we demand that the court adopt the position 
of these two ministers. 


Finally, what else? What is the fate of the Arab lands now that Menahem 
Begin, Israel's prime minister, has said that Zionism means in his view 

Jewish settlement in the Arab population centers? They have confiscated 
the lands cto settle on them, not to give them back. They want an upper 

Nabulus, an upper Tulkarm, an upper Qalqilyah, and so forth. 
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ISRAEL 


INSISTENCE ON SETTLEMENT CONSTRUCTION SAID LIKELY TO DAMAGE PEACE 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 11 Jun 79 pl 
‘Editorial: "Between Alexandria and Alon Moret" ] 


[Text] The Egyptian-Israeli-U.S. negotiations on the self-rule plan will 
begin in Alexandria today at a time when Israel is resuming the construction 
of the settlement of (Alon Moret) near Nabulus. 


Israel's insistence on speeding up the construction of this settlement confirms 
its determination to continue implementation of its plans to colonize the 

Arab lands on the one hand and that, on the other hand, the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty, the concessions made by Cairo and the so-called goodwill have 

not contributed toward curtailing Israel's onrush to implement its settle- 

ment plan. Moreover, this Israeli insistence has confirmed Israel's 
determination to refuse to give self-rule to the land, because Israel 

alleges that it is the one that must exercise sovereignty over this land 

after the interim stage during which Israel will have amassed the suitable 
number of settlers in the occupied territories. 


The Egyptian negotiator who was aware of this Israeli position before starting 
his negotiations with the Israelis depends on U.S. support for his own 
povition, forgetting that the Israeli negotiator is considered the hardest 
negotiator in the world, that he is concerned with details and that he 
refuses to enter into discussions on general solutions. 


The Israeli decision to build the settlement town [of Alon Moret] and the 

s milar decisions that may follow will obstruct the self-rule negotiatons 
curing which the participants will conduct tourist and negotiations rounds 

. ich may stop for a time at a later stage to be resumed after the U.S. 
cescuer intervenes. It is also possible that these rounds will last the l- 
year period set for them in searching for the means to overcome the settlement 
obstacle. 


Israel is declaring to the entire world, including the Arabs, that settlement 


will continue inthe Bank and the Strip. Ezer Zeizman, the Israeli minister 
of defense, asserts that there will be no backing down on the decision to 
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build the new settlement town. Is the peace that Israel wants a peace that 
forces the Arab side to accept and capitulate to its settlement plans after 
its separate solution with Egypt? If this is what Israel is seeking, then 
the picture of the artificial peace between Egypt and Israel will be dark 

and the consequences will be extremely dangerous to the Middle East situation. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ENLARGEMENT OF QIRYAT ARBA'--The military government has located an area 

of 300 dunams on Giv'at Haharsina for the purpose of enlarging Qiryat Arba’. 
Our correspondent was told that the territory is barren land and not under 
private ownership. The tract is still fenced and no decision has as yet 
been made to begin construction. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 1500 GMT 24 Jul 79 TA] 


HADASSAH BUILDING GETS ELECTRICITY--The military government has connected 
the Hadassah building in Hebron to the town's sewage, water and electricity 
networks. Up to now these services have been improvised. Our corres- 
pondent reports that Minister Ari'el Sharon has promised the Hadassah women 
that in the near future he will raise in the cabinet the question of the 
renewal of the Jewish colony in Hebron. However, they were told by the 
prime minister's office that there will be no such debate until they 
evacuate the building. The defense minister told the mayor of Hebron that 
obeying the law will be at the head of his considerations when dealing with 
the issue. The Hadassah women have prepared a list of about 30 families 
who want to settle in the Jewish quarter of Hebron, but for the moment 
there are apartments available for only a few of them. [Text] [Jerusalem 
Lomestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 24 Jul 79 TA] 





NRP DISSATISFIED--The NRP is not satisfied with the political situation. 
Therefore, it will hold debates with experts tomorrow. This was stated 
by Dr Yosef Burg, reacting to reports to the effect that the NRP would 
consolidate a new socioeconomic plan. Our political correspondent brings 
Dr Burg's reply to the question on whether the NRP intends to consolidate 
a new economic plan. [begin recording] [Burg] We are interested in every 
issue: religious, economic and political issues. Tomorrow we will hold 
a meeting with several experts. I hope we will be able to come up with 
something, to prepare and suggest something. [Question by unidentified 
correspondent] Is the NRP thus expressing its dissatisfaction with the 
government's economic policy? [Answer] I suggest that we shorten the 
sentence: Thus we are expressing our dissatisfaction, period. [end 
recording] [Text] [Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 22 Jul 79 TA} 
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PLO CONTRIBUTIONS--Several mayors of large municipalities in the territories 
have lately tried to bring into the territories considerable sums as 
"contributions" by Arab countries and municipalities while, in fact, the 
funds in question are raised on PLO instructions following the resolution 
of the Baghdad conference last November, One of the chief mayors of large 
municipalities in the territories has a 7,S, checkbook and has an "open 
account" of millions of dollars, Other mayors also leave for Arab 
countries frequently, Upon their return they declare “contributions” 

of millions of dollars raised for municipal development projects. The 
military authorities have recently announced that, as in the past they wiil 
approve bringing these funds into the territories only after the plans for 
the establishment of projects are submitted. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARTIV 

in Hebrew 20 Jul 79 p 1 TA] 


JORDAN VALLEY SETTLEMENTS--Yesterday, Agriculture Minister Ari'‘el Sharon 
told the Knesset's Finance Committee that the government had decided to 

set up eight settlements in the Jordan Valley each year. He added that 

the decision has not been carried out so far because of budgetary 
difficulties. Sharon went on to say that there were delays in completing 
the first stage of the irrigation system, which costs 275 million Israeli 
pounds. The system will pump water from Lake Tiberias and its total cost 
will be 1.2 billion Israeli pounds. The meeting was held following a motion 
by "Amos Hadar on the flushing-out of the Jordan Valley settlements and the 
establishment of new settlements, Speaking at the meeting, the director 
general of the Construction and Housing Ministry denied that there was a 
shortage of empty apartments in the Jordan Valley settlements. Next week 
the committee will probably submit its interim conclusions on the issue to 
the Knesset. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 25 Jul 79 p 1 TA] 


ARABS WANT MUSLIM LEADER--Local council chairmen from most of Israel's 
predominantly Muslim villages plan to petition Religious Affairs Minister 
Aharon Abuhatzeira this week to appoint a Muslim to head the ministry's 
vacant Muslim Affairs Department. For the past 31 years the post has 

been held by Arabic-speaking Jews, though it entails maintaining and 
overseeing all of the country's mosques, Muslim holy places and cemeteries. 
A tender for the post is expected to be issued within the next 10 days. 

The letter from the Muslim leaders sharply criticizes the political 
establishment for not fulfilling "repeated" promises to integrate educated 
young Arabs into the government. Copies were sent to Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin, his current adviser on Arab affairs, and all Muslim kadis, 
The JERUSALEM POST has learned that other such letters have already been 
received by the ministry, marking the first time in three decades that the 
Muslim community has taken a stand on this issue. There are several quali- 
fied candidates for the position. A leading contender is believed to be 
Ahmad Natour, a Hebrew University graduate from Kalansula, who has served 
as deputy to the department head for several years. [Text] [Jerusalem 
JERUSALEM POST in English 22 Jul 79 p 2 TA] 
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ISRAELI SETTLEMENT POLICY--Because it has lost all its cards and has become 


a genuine part of the U.S. plans in the area, the al-Sadat regime can do 
nothing but issue "bullish" statements declaring its rejection of settlement 
and appealing to Washington to persuade Israel to stop “embarrassing Egypt." 
But the response of the U.S. godfather to what Israel is doing and what 
Egypt is demanding does not go beyond being a number of the usual soft lines 
on the U.S. administration's criticism of the settlements and on its non- 
recognition of their legitimacy. Buoth the Egyptian and the U.S. stances 
evoke ridicule because the officials at ‘Abidin Palace and at the White 
House believe that these statements and words are enough to conceal the 
collusion of the two sides in giving Israel the opportunity to intensify 

its settlement construction. The Camp David accord, which the Egyptians 
claim calls for putting an end to the settlement, has been proven not to 
contain this provision by evidence of the escalating Israeli settlement 
activity and the soft Egyptian and U.S. positions. [Text] [Jerusalem 
AL-SHA'B in Arabic 12 Jun 79 p 1] 8494 
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JORDAN 


STEPS TAKEN TO EASE WATER SHORTAGE IN AMMAN 
Amman AL-RA‘'Y in Arabic 15 Jun 79 p 3 
[Article: "A Review of the Water Shortage in the Capital"] 


[Text] Engineer Tahsin al-Sabbagh, director general of the Water and Sewer 
Authority, stated that the Authority plans a comprehensive change in the 
capital's water network, including the branch networks for homes in an 
attempt to solve the water shortage in the capital. 


He added, during a press conference which he held yesterday, that as a 
result of this plan, the Authority is surveying the areas to which water is 
pumped in order to resolve the crisis and to formulate basic solutions for it. 


He emphasized that the Authority plans to increase the number of water 
trucks in order to meet citizens’ needs in all areas, especially since the 
month of Ramadan is near, which will increase water consumption. 


He pointed out that by the end of August, the water shortage will become 
more acute as water wells reach their low point by the end of the summer. 


He stated that studies conducted by international firms revealed that we 
annually have 22 million cubic meters of water that could be stored in the 
Amman-al-Zarqa' basin, of which 18 million cubic meters could be extracted. 
It was also revealed that in most years and particularly during dry years, 
this quantity of water is insufficient. Consequently, it is necessary to 
provide water from outside the Amman basin region, a fact that prompted the 
Authority to divide up its future plans into phases until the year 2005 in 
order to bring water from the King Talal Dam, al-Azraq and the al-Hidan-al- 
Mujab region, in addition to utilizing smaller projects such as utilizing 
the artisian waters in the al-Qastal region to bring water to south Amman, 
the al-Buq'a region to bring water to west Amman, and the al-Mujib region to 
also bring water to south Amman. This, in addition to the large project 
which includes the construction of the al-Maqarin dam and the laying of 
large pipes from the al~Yarmuk River area to the Jordan basin; that is, to 
the al-Mujib basin. 




















The Talal Dam 


Engineer al-Sabbagh added that as far as drawing water from the Talal Dam 

is concerned, an attempt was made on the basis of a feasibility study whereby 
the designs and studies were created and their necessary financing was 
insured until the idea emerged of drawing water from the east al-Ghur canal 
project in Dayr ‘Ala, due to the fact that the Talal Dam was originally 
constructed for agricultural purposes, in addition to the possibility of its 
being polluted. 


Also, the waters of the eastern al-Ghur canal project will meet the needs 
of Amman. A contract with two consulting firms has been signed to study 
this project for two months to determine its economic feasibility and to 
prepare its necessary designs, in order to provide 57 million cubic meters 
annually. It is expected that work on this project will begin a year from 
now. Additionally, the Water and Sewer Authority and the Jordan Valley 
Authority have given this project their full concern. As for the present 
water condition in the capital, the Authority has, since 1975, drilled 

42 wells, in addition to existing wells, at a cost of 25,000 dinars per 
well, including the dry wells. 


The Dropping of the Water Level 


He indicated that currently the Authority is pumping 1,000 cubic meters per 
hour because of the present dry conditions and the scarcity of rain during 
the past 5 years which has caused a dropping of the water level. 


As for the increase of the water shortage crisis during the summer, Engineer 
al-Sabbagh stated that the cause is due to the increase in individual normal 
consumption during the summer as compared to winter, and the arrival of a 
1arge number of visitors and immigrants, in addition to the increased popula- 
tion of the capital and the above-normal heat. All of these factors result 

in ~ noticeable increase in water consumption, which has caused this shortage. 


As ‘or the water not reaching certain elevated areas of the capital, Engineer 
Sabbagh said that the Water and Sewer Authority 6 months ago began changing 
in phases the existing network of water line pipes, including main and branch 
lines, and it is expected that the networks will be changed in 16 months. 

We hope that following this change, the problem of water reaching all areas 
of the capital regardless of elevation will be solved, 


if > Pumping Program 


He added that as a reasonable solution to this problem, the Authority has 
devised a pumping program, on a rotation basis, to all areas of the capital 
in order to insure water availability to most areas. As for the areas not 
receiving water, they will be given priority in giving them water by water 
trucks. 
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As for the increase in demand for water truck services, the Authority has 
increased the number of water distribution centers so that there are now 
five of them, and the number of water trucks was also increased in order to 
meet citizens’ demand at this time. 


He added that during the next 3 months the Authority will in phases and 
according to increased consumption link with the mair water line for new 
producing wells. Yesterday, the Authority linked the first of these wells. 


He went on to say that the Authority, in cooperation with the Drinking Water 

Institute, is hard to work to speed up the construction of the al-Qatal water 
project which will supply the southern Amman region with approximately 

400 cubic meters per hour. Completion of this important project is expected 

during this summer. 


Understanding the Water Situation 


Engineer al-Sabbagh praised the Jordanian citizen and his understanding of 
our water situation. He added that the citizen has always proved his 
loyalty and proper dealings with officials. These are traits he should be 
thanked for; however, we wish to appeal to some brothers to conserve in the 
use of water in every way by reducing their daily consumption and also in 
agriculture. I also wish to state that the Authority has increased the price 
of water to the consumer by more than the originally approved rate, while 
encouraging those who consume very little to increase their consumption to 
the allowable level of 70 liters per person per day. In addition, the 
Authority has increased the water rate to those who consume more than 

100 cubic meters in 3 months, whereby each cubic meter will cost 350 fils. 


Engineer al-Sabbagh concluded by saying that the water shortage during the 
summer months can be overcome by the cooperation of all citizens with the 
Authority and by conserving water as much as possible, as water is expensive 
and precious. We all must conserve it in order that all can use it 
throughout the summer months without feeling the crisis. 


He added: "I am fully confident that every citizen in this country can 
economize in the use of water so that others can receive their share." 


8907 
CSO: 4802 


97 














LEBANON 





BANQUE DU LIBAN RELEASES BIMONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 22 Jun 79 p 9 


[Text] Yesterday the Banque du Liban released its bimonthly financial state- 
ment which was drawn up as of 15 June 1979 and which in comparison with the 
end of May statement calls for the following observations: 


l. Paper currency in circulation experienced an increase of 1.4 percent rising 
from 3,474,584,237.35 LL [Lebanese pounds] to 3,524,625,206.83 LL from one 
2-week period to the other. 

2. On the other hand, sight deposits of the Lebanese banking system of the 
Banque du Liban decreased 4.1 percent to 2,176,001,604.94 LL compared to 
2,269,562,410.91 as of 31 May. 


this fact is principally explained by the tension prevailing in the country 
prior to 13 June, the first anniversary of the Ehden incident. During this 
period, there was a precautionary interest in liquidity. 


3. Hoidings in gold and foreign exchange of the Banque du Liban experienced 
au inerease of 0.8 percent from 2,797,588,889.68 LL to 2,821,192,102.00 LL as 
of '5S June. However, this increase which does nor correspond to a rise in 
paper currency ciruclation (1.4 percent) does not seem to have had any effect 
on the strength of the pound which was greatly benefited by the decrease in 
the monetary mass (sight deposits and money in circulation) which dropped 
from 5,744,164,648.26 LL to 5,700,626,811.77 LL (-0.8 percent). 


4. The other deposits also decreased by 2.1 percent to 1,568,923,467.08 LL 
cc apared to 1,602,378,766.68 LL. 


»» Advances in the public sector have continued, with an increase of 50 
million LL from one 2-week period to the other, contrary to those experienced 
in the private sector which remain very desultory. 
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Financial Statement of the Banque du Liban as of 15 June 


Assets 


l. 


’ 
~-* 


Gold and foreign exchange 


Advances in the public 
sector 


}. Advances in the private 
sector 

4. Advances by virtue of 
law 28/67 

9 Other holdings and 
accounts receivable 

Total 


Liabilities 


Sight liabilities 

a. Paper currency in 
circulation 

b. Sight deposits 

Other deposits 


General reserve 


Other accounts payable 


Total 


8143 
CSO; 


4800 








LL as of 15 June 1979 


1979: 


LL as of 31 May 1979 








2,821,192,102.00 


1,006,144,111.08 


60,699, 757.01 


14,013,733.21 


4,166,167, 542.61 





8,068, 217,245.91 


3,524,625, 206.83 
2,176,001,604.94 


1, 568,923,467.08 
15,000,000.00 
197, 773,190.25 


585,893,776.81 





8,068,217, 245.91 
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2,797, 588, 889.68 
956,144,111.04 
56, 592,194.13 
12,342, 530.61 


4 ,285,770,898.04 
8,108,438, 623.54 





3,474, 584,237.35 
2,269, 562,410.91 


1,602,378,766.68 
15,000, 000.00 
190,773,190.25 


549,140,018, 35 
8, 108,438,623. 54 




















LEBANON 


FIJLAN OFFICER DEFECTS FROM UNIFIL TO LEBANESE MILITIA 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 20 Jun 79 p 4 
/Report by Binit Jubail/ 


/Text/ Sergeant Wagha Fakaloloma, who defected from the Fijian contingent 
in the central sector a few days ago, is not the first UN soldier who fles 
his unit to join one of the warring parties in southern Lebanon. He was 
preceded 8 months ago by four Iranians who joined the "joint forces" in 
the Nabatiyeh area; but he is the first to join the rightist militia in 
the border strip. 


AL-NAHAR met Fakaloloma in a military center for the militia and heard his 
story, which he did not intend to make public until he had avenged his 
brother and a buddy of his who were both killed in the performance of their 
duties in the south. But since the UN command learned of his whereabouts 
and one of its officers spoke with him, it became necessary to divulge the 
circumstances of his joining the militias, especially, as he stated, that 
his meeting with the UN officer and the arrival of his father from Fiji 
upset his plan completely. 


Here is his story: Sergeant Fakaloloma is a 2l-year-old bachelor who speaks 
English fluently. 


He said: "I command a unit of 10 men from a contingent stationed in al-Qulaila 
near Tyre. I arrived in the south 5 months ago and did not know anything 
more about Israel and Palestine than what was «.itten in the Bible. I had 
not seen any person from the Israeli or Palestinian people before I arrived 

ii the area, and a Fijian unit was engaged by armed Palestinian and communist 
elements, resulting in the killing of my soldier brother Litopadi Samo (18 
‘ears old) and my best friend Sergeant Sakara (22 years old). Since that 
incident I have been unable to sleep, and in obeying my commanding officers' 
orders I was always reminded not to return fire unless it was in self-defense. 
I was almost convinced to comply with these orders when another incident 
resulted in the wounding of five Fijians during a skirmish which occurred 
with the commandos in a lemon orchard in al-Qulailah 2 weeks ago. When I 
visited my wounded comrades in the field hospital at al-Naqurah, I was very 
upset to see the scares that the bullets left in their bodies, especially 
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those left on their chests. I remembered my brother and my friend Sakara. 
The memories reacted in my mind and I was convinced that nobody could stop 
the Palestinian coamandos other than the men of Major Sa'ad Haddad. I there- 
fore sought them out and joined them to avenge all those who disturb peace. 


However, I began to fee! that my decision was doomed to failure since I met 

a UN officer by chance ¢).sing an outing with a militia patrol. He was allowed 
to talk to me and he iniormed me that my father had arrived from Fiji and 

had begun to contact Major Haddad to obtain my return to Fiji. The officer 
promised to settle the matter with the UN command." 


He added: “Major Haddad will not agree to anything I do not decide myself. 
Of course he will meet with me and will approve whatever decision I make. 
I will decide when I discuss the matter with hin." 


2760 
CSO: 4802 











LEBANON 


ERRATUM 


MILITARY COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS REPORTED 


In JPRS 73856, 18 July 1979, No 1996 of this series, p 128 please change 
the top photo caption to read: 


Right to left: Staff Col Nabil Quraytim, Lt Col Yusuf Wahbah and Staff 
Col Zayn Makki. 


Change bottom photo caption to read: 


Right to left: Staff Col Amin Nasr-al-Din, Col Haykal Ma‘karun, and 
Staltt Col George Qazzi. 
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LIBYA 


AGRICULTURAL PROJECT WILL ENHANCE FOOD SECURITY 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 2 Jun 79 p 42 
[Unsigned article: "First Treaty of Its Kind: Wheat in Hand" ] 


[Text] "Wheat in hand" is the title of the new agreement reached by a French 
organization (Procurement Assistance and Cooperation) with the concerned 
authorities in the Libyan Arab Jumahiriyah. According to the agreement, the 
French company will implement on behalf of Libya an agricultural project 
which will supply Libya with additional quantities of wheat through which 

the latter's food security will be strengthened. 


The title of the project, as is clear, is borrowed from the expression 

"keys in hand" which is used whenever a given organization agrees with a 
second party to construct a factory to be delivered ready for operation and 
production. However, if the expression "keys in hand" has become customary 

in the realm of industrial contracts for a great number of factories and 
industrial installations, the expression "wheat in hand" is a new expression, 
since this is the first time an agreement has been reached between two 

parties in which an agricultural project will be implemented at the production 
stage. 


It has been customary in various types of agricultural contracts to task the 
technical authority with preparing studies, supervising the implementation 
of the project, constructing the installations and equiping the facilities, 
but to leave the agricultural operation and production to the project owners. 
However, this contract requires the French company to turn over the field, 
which is to be developed, after 3 years in such a condition that 36 kantaras 
of wheat and 19 kantaras of alfalfa per hectare are being produced. 


The field is located in the heart of the Al-Sarir desert about 600 km from 
Benghazi. It is 8,500 hectares in area. The field will be irrigated by 
water from an area in the desert where 21 wells were drilled by a Bulgarian 
organization. The French company wiil equip the field with giant, wheel- 
mounted watering platforms which measure over 500 meters each. The project 
will also be equiped with all necessary ..saterials for fertilizing, seeding 
and harvesting. 
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Although the French company that was awarded the contract won out over the 
American firm, known as (Bull), which had also bid on it, French official 
circles are not greatly pleased. Desp'’te the fact that the operation will 
be financed through a loan from Libya--the total value of the contract is 
390 million French francs (about $90 million)--the fact that the French 
won the contract does not mean that other foreign companies have been excluded 
from participating in the deal, since the obligated company has found that 
it will be compelled to seek help from foreign companies to provide the 
equipment valued at 50 million French francs ($12 million). This includes 
the American (Falmount) Company, which will provide the watering platforms, 
and the German firm (KSB), which will provide the pumps. The French must 
seek help from foreigners either because of French firms’ inability to 
provide the required equipment within the specified time, because the price 
of the equipment has risen, or because of the unavailability of suitable 
equipment. 


Nevertheless, the French will retain 340 million French francs from the project 
to be distributed among approximately 20 medium and small industrial firms. 
Prominent among these is the engineering firm which won the contract, and 

has put together a conglomerate of companies which will participate in its 
implementation. It has already started work by sending 60 engineers who will 
live--as the French say--this adventure in the heart of the desert for 3 

whole years. 


The most prominent aspect of the project is not that it will provide Libya 

with a new agricultural area which increase the production of wheat and alfalfa, 
but rather that it will give 250 Libyans and Tunisians the opportunity to 

be trained by the French in the field and in France during the next 3 years, 

so that later they will be able to farm that particular field and to teach 
others to farm other fields. 


7905 
CSO: 4802 
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BOUCETTA: 


MOROCCO 


NO HOLDS BARRED ON JERUSALEM STRUGGLE 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 9-15 Jul 79 pp 18-22 


[Article by Claude Khoury] 


{Text } 


The Moroccan minister of state for for- 
eign affairs, M’hammed Boucetta, has said 
that if all else fails, the Arabs will resort 
to force to drive the Israelis out of East 
Jerusalem, 

Speaking to Monday Morning in a pri- 
vate interview in Rabat on Thursday, July 
5, Boucetta said: “We will use all the 
means available. | do not exclude any 
method. When one has a right, he has to 
defend it. | hope we will be able to de- 
fend our right (to East Jerusalem) without 
resortina to force, but if force proves 
necessary, it wvill be used.” 

The Moroccan official also said he was 
“pessimistic” about recent developments 
in South Lebanon. 

“| fear,’ he said, “that what is going 
on now and the violence of the past few 
weeks will shatter the area. I’m rather pes- 
simistic. 

“It is difficult, very difficult to fore- 
cast what is going to happen in Lebanon, 
but we fear that whatever is approaching 
can lead to catastrophe for the Lebanese 
themselves and for their neighbors.” 

In the event of another Arab-Israeli 
war, Boucetta added, Morocco would be 
willing to send troops to the front. 

“Morocco has commitments within the 
Arab world,’’ he said. ‘When it dispatched 
forces to the Sinai and the Golan Heights 


(in the 1973 war), it did so because of its 
commitments, to demonstrate its solidari- 
ty, not only in words but also in action. 

“And | think if it proves necessary to 
give another ccuncrete demonstration of 
this solidarity by sending troops and arms 
to the front, Morocco will not hold 
back.” 

He added: !f the dispatch of troops 
proves necesaary “and if it is decided 
within an Arab context, there is no reason 
why Morocco should not do it.” 

Boucetta received me in his Rabat of- 
fice after a meeting of the “‘Al-Oods” 
(Jerusalem) Committee in Fez and before 
a meeting of the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) meant to pave the way for 
an OAU summit later this month. 

Morocco figures prominently in the Al- 
Qods Committee, since the Islamic team is 
headed by the Moroccan monarch, King 
Hassan II. 

About the committee, Boucetta said: 

“It was created long before the Islamic 
Conference, in consideration of the fact 
that Jerusalem is a spiritual center that 
concerns not only Islam but also other 
religions, like Christianity. 

“The eagerness with which the Israelis. 
tried to erase the Moslem and Christian 
aspects of the city did not allow us to 
stand idly by and watch. That is why the 
AlOQods Committee was created — to 











draw the attention of international public 
opinion to the situation and also to seek 
ways and means to prevent the destruc- 
tion of the spiritual aspects of Jerusalem... 

“During the 10th Islamic Conference 
which took place in Fez last May, the for- 
eign ministers, acting on their govern- 
ments’ instructions, decided to give the 
committee more importance and more 
authority to implement the decisions that 
had to be taken. 

“It was for this reason that His Majesty 
King Hassan |! was asked to chair the 
committee, and that the latest meeting of 
the committee was held in Fez last week. 
During that meeting, the committee’s past 
resolutions were pulled out and a concrete 
work schedule was set. . 

“For example, on the _ international 
level, it was decided to take the matter to 
the Security Council, in search of 
measures and resolutions to prevent the 
kind of destruction | have referred to. We 
contacted the European Economic 
Community, the Nonaligned Movement 
and the OAU. We also got in touch with 
the Pope, to draw his attention to the 
seriousness of the situation. 

“We are addressing ourselves to inter- 
national public opinion, Moslem and non- 
Mosiem, to make sure that the dangers 
involved are clear to everyone... 

“We will use all the means available (to 
regain East Jerusalern). | don’t exclude 
any method. When one has a right, he 
must defend it. | hope that we will be 
able to defend our right without resorting 
to force, but if force proves necessary, it 
will be used.” 


On reports that King Hassan |! is plan- 
ning an Arab tour in connection with the 
East Jerusalem issue, Boucetta said: ‘““‘No 
date has been set yet, but | know that His 
Majesty wishes to undertake a series of 
contacts in the Middle East to discuss the 


cause of Jerusalem, the Middle East crisis 
in general and international issues affect- 
ing the Arab worid. But | don’t think the 
tour will come before the next meeting of 
the Al-Qods Committee, which is sched- 
uled for mid-September, and | don’t know 
which countries he will be visiting.” 

The Moroccan minister of state for 
foreign affairs explained his government's 
positions on major Middle Eastern issues 
and its relations with the major Middle 
Eastern, African and international powers 
as follows: 


THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS: “Cer- 
tain interpretations have been given to the 
Moroccan attitude (toward Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat’s unilateral peace initia- 
tive) that did not conform to reality. 


“The fact is that we were as surprised, 
perhaps as shocked, as anybody else by 
Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem. On the emo- 
tional level, we were taken aback, but 
after Sadat’s speech at the Knesset, we 
tried to allow reason to rule emotion. We 
tried to look for substantive meanings in 
his initiative. In fact, his speech included 
elements which could lead one to believe 
that Sadat’s perception of realities and the 
commitments of the 1974 Rabat summit 
were, if not identical, at least close. 

“But the process developed, and by the 
time the Baghdad summit was held, we 
had realized that the Sadat line and the 
Rabat commitments did not move in the 
same direction. Because we wanted to re- 
spect Our commitments and because we 
wanted maximum Arab solidarity, we 
were totally at ease during tne Baghdad 
summit... 


“We realized that what Sadat was 
achieving was not a global settlement but 
a separate treaty, and that there were 
many elements (in the Sadat line) which 


did not even resemble the commitments 
of the Rabat summit... 








“It is true that Sadat stopped in 
Morocco on his way back to Egypt after 
the Camp David meetings, but that was 
only because when you're returning from 
the U.S. you must stop in Spain or 
Morocco or some other country nearby. 

“But in fact, despite the various inter- 
pretations that were made of the Moroc- 
can attitude, our position has never vari- 
ed, because it is based on two funda- 
mental principles: that the Palestinian 
problem is the key problem of the Middle 
East, and that the commitments of the 
Rabat summit of 1974 are binding. 

“The Moroccan position can be sum- 
marized in three points: 

“First: We consider that the Palestinian 
question is the key question of the Middle 
East, that the Palestinians must return to 
their land and establish a Palestinian state, 
and that the PLO is the representative of 
the Palestinian people. 

“Second: Israei must evacuate all the 
Arab territories it occupied in 1967, in- 
cluding Jerusalem. 

“Third: Only a global solution in the 
Middie East would be a durable solution.” 

Boucetta categorically denied reports 
that Morocco helped pave the way for 
Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem. 

Asked to explain the meeting King 
Hassan reportedly held with the former 
president of the World Jewish Or- 
ganization, Nahum Goldmann, before 
Sadat’s Jerusalem trip, Boucetta said’ 
“What | can teil you is that ali these 
rumors — and / have heard them on sever- 
al occasions — were intended as an attack 
or Morocco... We had something com- 
pletely different in mind, but others were 
out for sensationalism and opportunism. | 
must stress that these rumors are inac- 
curate,” 

Asxed again whether Morocco had 
played any role in paving the way for 
Sadat’s trip to Jerusalem, Boucetta said: 
“We are ready to play any role to im- 
prove the situation within the Arab com- 


munity, but all those rumors of the past 
are unfounded. / want that to be perfect- 
ly clear.“ 


THE 1978 BAGHDAD SUMMIT: 
“Morocco fully approves of and is totally 
committed to the resolutions of the Bagh- 
dad summit (which, among other things, 
called for severance of political relations 
with Egypt and an economic boycott of 
the Sadat regime). As soon as | returned 
from Baghdad and informed His Majesty 
of the resolutions, we started applying 
them point by point within the time 
limits set at the summit — because Moroc- 
co does not make commitments which it 
does not respect.” 

Asked why King Hassan // failed to at- 
tend the summit, Boucetta said he was 
prevented from doing so by the situation 
ist the area — the Sahara conflict. 

“He wanted very much to attend, and 
it was only one day before the summit 
that / myself found out that His Majesty 
would not be able to go because of the 
serious situation in the area,” Boucetta 
said. 

THE LEBANESE PROBLEM AND 
THE POSSIBILITY OF WAR: “The Leba- 
nese problem is very worrying. What wor- 
ries us about it is that we don’t know to 
what issue it could lead, and how. The 
problem is complicated mainly by the Is- 
raeli attacks, but also by internal Leba- 
nese problems which are created by inter- 
Lebanese enmities. 

“For Morocco, one point is funda- 
mental: that the unity, independence and 
integrity of Lebanon must be safeguarded. 
Morocco is ready to do everything in its 
power to that end... 

“It is difficult, very difficult to fore- 
cast what is going to happen in Lebanon, 
but we tear that whatever is approaching 
can lead to catastrophe for the Lebanese 
themselves and for their neighbors... 

“We hope that the developments in 
South Lebanon will not lead to an Arab- 











Israeli war. We hope this can be avoided. 
But | fear that what is going on now and 
the violence of the past few weeks will 
shatter the area. I’m rather pessimistic...” 


Should an Arab-Israeli war develop as a 
result of the Lebanese situation, Boucetta 
said, Morocco would not hesitate to send 
troops to the front as it did in the 
October 1973 war, but it would do so 
only if “it proves necessary” and if a deci- 
sion to that effect is taken “within an 
Arab context.” 


Addressing a message to the people of 


Lebanon, Boucetta said: “Morocco has al- 
ways considered the Lebanese people a 
model of generosity, hospitality and inter- 
communal accord. The spectacle of this 


jewel of the Arab world destroying itself 


daily has not only saddened us; it has 
forn us apart. 

“We earnestly hope that our brothers 
the Lebanese people will rediscover their 
serenity and stability, and will once more 
give of their best not only for Lebanon 
but for ali the Arab people.as well.” 


THE PALESTINE LIBERATION OR- 
GANIZATION: “We consider the PLO the 
representative of the Palestinian people. 
The Palestinian people, who have been de- 
miived of their land, have one orientation, 
and that orientation is represented by the 
PLO. If a solution is to be found in the 
area, | don’t say it would be impossible 
without the PLO, but | do say that it 
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would be in everybody’s interests for the 
PLO to be recognized as the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people. 

“‘Morocco’s relations with the PLO are 
excellent.” 

! asked Boucetta if he approved of the 
present concentration of Palestinian armed 
presence in Lebanon or would prefer to 
see other Arab countries, like Syria and 
Jordan, open their doors to Palestinian 
commando action. 

He said: “It is difficult for us to evalu- 
ate the situation from here. What ! can 
tell you is that we wish there could be an 
agreement to at least allow the Palestinian 
people to defend their rights. To that end, 
there must be a consensus on a single in- 
terpretation, a single conception of reali- 
ties.“ 


MOROCCAN-IRANIAN RELATIONS: 
“The Shah’s stop-over in Morocco (after 
his departure from Iran) was strictly a pri- 
vate and personal matter. It had nothing 
to do with relations between the Moroc- 
can and Iranian peoples. The two peoples 
have ties which go back a long time in 
history, and both understood that for the 
sake of certain values, relations between 
them must be guided back to the right 
track. This is what has happened. Our 
new ambassador to Iran has presented his 
credentials and taken up his normal activi- 
ties. So we do have good relations with 
Iran.” 


MOROCCAN-AMERICAN’ RELA- 














TIONS: “It is not true that there has 
been a cooling of relations between 
Morocco and the United States because of 
Morocco’s position on the Camp David 
accords. 

“The United States knows that we, the 
Moroccans, are part of the Arab com- 
munity, with commitments which we wish 
to respect; and that this should not alter 
our bilateral relations with the U'S... 

“ After the visit of His Majesty to Wash- 
ington, the joint communique that was 
issued dealt with this subject in such a 
way as to allow Morocco to keep its com- 
mitments — considering the Palestinian 
question a fundamental one that shouid 
be taken into consideration, along with 
the Arab lands occupied in 1967, if there 
is to be a durable, comprehensive settile- 
ment. 

| believe that the U.S. understands 
Our position, which cannot change, be- 
cause, regardiess of the difficulties that 
arise, we cannot deny our commitments... 

“There has been no cooling of relations 
between us. There have sometimes been 
differences of view — especially after the 
liberation of the Sahara, when there were 
certain reservations about the sale of 


American arms to Morocco... But the ex 
planations that we gave to the U.S. and 
the understanding of the U.S. did away 
with all the doubts. Today, there are no 
difficulties involved in purchasing Ameri- 
can arms, sO (in answer to your question) 
there is no need to turn to Moscow for 
arms in the near future... 

“| can tell you that our relations with 
the U.S. are normal relations.” 

/ drew Boucetta’s attention to reports 
that the fall of the Shah had shaken the 
confidence of some of Washington’s 


friends in its ability or willingness to pro- 
vide them with support when support is 
needed, and | asked whether this feeling 
was shared by Morocco. 


He said: “No, it is not. We rely on our- 
selves.’ 

MOROCCAN-SOVIET RELATIONS: 
“They are normal relations. We start from 
the principle of nonalignment; rejection of 
total integration in any bioc at the ex- 
pense of any other... For this reason, we 
have major economic and commercial 
agreements with the Soviet Union — on 
phosphates, fishing, agricultural trade... 
We have good relations with the Soviet 
Union.” 

THE SAHARA CONFLICT: (in which 
Algerian-backed Polisario Front guerillas 
are fighting for an independent Western 
Sahara — the phosphate-rich territory 
which Spain ceded to Morocco and Mauri- 
tania in 1976):“The issue of the Sahara 
will certainiy be discussed at the OAU 
summit (in Monrovia, Liberia, July 
17-20). But as you Know, past OAU re 
solutions have entrusted the issue to a 
‘Committee of Sages’ (formed at the 1977 
Khartoum OAU summit, grouping Sudan, 
Mali, Tanzania, Nigeria, ivory Coast and, 
until it withdrew recently, Guinea). This 
committee has prepared a report, but we 
have not been officially informed of its 
contents. The idea, however, is to call an 
extraordinary summit of the OAU to dis- 
cuss this report, listen to the views of the 
two sides if necessary, and then take a de- 
cision on the matter. It is possible that 
the ordinary summit in Monrovia will deal 
with this matter and become an extra- 
ordinary summit. 


“You probably know Morocco’s posi- 
tion. For us, the return of the Sahara pro- 
vinces means the completion of our terri- 
torial integrity... 

“We do not reject any mediation which 
could end tnis tension, which serves the 
interests of NO One in the area and does 
not promote the neighborly relations 
which should exist. Where we are concern. 











‘SO: 
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ed, what matters is our territorial integri- 
ty, and the fact that we are not willing to 
suffer attacks without reacting... 

“The Sahara issue was formally submit- 
ted to the Arab community at the Arab 
League. During the 1974 Arab summit in 
Rabat, the question was discussed in 
depth, in the presence of ali Arab leaders 
— all of whom, without exception, 
acknowledged the problem and took cer- 
tain decisions. Those decisions were in 
total conformity with the Moroccan posi- 
tions. 

“Among the countries which took a 
clear stand was Algeria, in the person of 
the late Houari Boumedienne, who said 
that Algeria had no territorial claims, sup- 
ported the decolonization of the Sahara 
and only wished that agreement could be 
reached between Morocco and Mauritania 
on the parts of the territory each would 
take. He also asked for another agreement 
with Spain which would end the armed 
Struggle and bring security back to 
Algeria’s borders. If those conditions were 
met, the matter would be closed, as he 
put it... 

“Later on, when Algeria changed its 
position, a number of Arab countries — 
including iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
others — offered their mediation at 
various times, and Morocco always accep! 
ed the offers. The obstacle, | believe, 
always carne from the other side. Morocco 
now, as in the past, would accept any 
mediation, be it from the Arabs or the 
OAU.” 











SAUDI ARABIA 


HEALTH MINISTER ANNOUCES HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 24 Jun 79 p 2 


[Report on interview with Dr Husayn Jaza‘iri, Saudi minister of health, 
by correspondent ‘Adnan Sadiq: "5,000 Beds Utilized During the Second Plan 
Period, an Increase of 220 Clinics and More Than 1,000 Doctors During the 


Same Period"/ 


/Text/ His Excellency Dr Husayn Jaza'iri, the minister of health, said in 

a statement to AL-RIYAD that under the ministry's program, which is part of 

the Saudi Kingdom's second development plan period, already eight new hospitals 
have been built in the cities of Jiddah, Medina, al-Hufuf, al-Khubar, Jizan, 
Tabuk, Ha'il, and Najran. His excellency added that these hospitals will 

add about 3,000 beds to those already presently available, and that the 
hospitals will be opened, one by one, in the very near future. 


His Excellency Dr Jaza‘iri said that the Riyadh Central Hospital has already 
been completed, that many hospitals and clinics have been renovated and 
expanded, and that this has added approximately 2,100 additional beds. 


About the medical analysis laboratories his excellency said: "A laboratory 
for medicine analysis has been constructed in Riyadh, as well as a central 
laboratory in Jiddah, and another one in al-Dammam. This is in addition 

to the setting up of 24 storage centers for safeguarding medicines, and 
medical services in the various areas of the kingdom.” 


His excellency pointed out that the number of clinics increased, by the end 
of the second plan period, from 631 to 850. 


Also the number of doctors increased, by the end of the plan period, from 
2,275 to 3,312. 


Concerning the ministry's trainees, His Excellency Dr Husayn al-Jaza'iri 
indicated that the number of trainees selected by the ministery up till now 
has totalled 1,083 employees--of whom 85 are doctors and 469 are technicians, 
in addition to 529 administrative personnel--who are recieving training in 
their various fields according to the latest methods. 


Lil 








At the end of his statement to AL-RIYAD his excellency the minister of health 
pointed out that the budget of the Ministry of Health has risen from 3,197,000 
riyals in the year 1395 A.H. /1975 A.D. ./ to 4,040,000 in the year 1398 A.H. 
/1978 A.D. 7, an increase of about 30 percent, so that the ministry will be 
able to carry out, in the proper manner, its task of raising the level of 
public health in the kingdom. At the conclusion of his statement, his_ 
excellency praised the budget of items for 1399-1400 A.H. /1979-80 A.D./, 
which is considered to be a new thrust toward raising the level of service, 
since the operational budget of items totais 2,351,000 after being 1,109,000 
in the years 1395-97 A.H. /1975-77 A.D. J, an increase of 112 percent, which 
indicates the rise in the level of public health services in the kingdom. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


EXPORTS TO SOUTH KOREA--The value of the Saudi Kingdom's exports to 

South Korea in 1976 totalled 2,558,500,000 Saudi riyals, as compared with 
2,218,700,000 riyals in 1975, and 3,236,800,000 riyals in 1974, and 
859,800,000 riyals in 1973, and 399,400,000 riyals in 1972. The value 

of the Kingdom's imports from South Korea totalled 217,900,000 riyals in 
1976, as compared with 81,000,000 riyals in 1975, and 32,600,000 riyals 

in 1974, and 22,500,000 riyals in 1973, and 7,600,000 riyals in 1972. 

Mr Khojah, director of the Foreign Trade Administration in the (tiinistry 

of Trade, announced that the balance of trade remained in favor of Saudi 
Arabia throughout the 5-year period from 1972 through 1976, in view of 

the fact that South Korea's economy was in urgent need of Saudi crude oil. 
He said that the Korean authorities involved are working toward increasing 
their exports to the Saudi Kingdom in order to lessen this trade deficit, 
and that Saudi Arabia, at the same time, is showing its concern about this. 
Mr Khojah added that the authorities in both countries agree about the 
necessity of consolidating contacts between the two countries, both on 

the governmental and private levels. And in this regard he pointed out 
the recent exchange, between the two countries, of official trade missions 
and delegations representing the private sector, for the purpose of 
becoming acquainted with possible opportunities for trade, disseminating 
commercial information, and offering aid to Saudi and Korean businessmen. 
/Text/ /Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 16 Jun 79 p 2/ 9468 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


SUPPLIES FOR REFUGEES--Juba, June 10, (SUNA)--Reliable sources announced 
that supply materials to sustain refugees at Nimule area have almost run 
out. Wheat in particular was completely exhausted and efforts to obtain 
any additional quantities failed, The sources claim that an urgent aid 
of supply materials is now absolutely vital. The number of refugees is 
nearing 50,000 of whom 20,000 are registered. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
BULLETIN in English 10 Jun 79 p 4] 





DIAMOND MINING PLAN--Khartoum, June 25, (SUNA)--The prospecting for diamond 
ore in the South-western area of Darfur is expected to begin late this 
year. The project is financed bv the U.N. Revolving Fund at a cost of 

1 1/2 million dollars. A delegation from the U.N. made contacts on this 
matter, last week, with officials in the Geological Mineral Resources 
Department. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 25 Jun 79 p 4] 


All) FROM THE NETHERLANDS--Khartoum, June 15, (SUNA)--The Dutch Government 
has decided to grant Sudan an additional aid of 50 million guilders 

($25 million). On receiving the Netherlands Charge d'Affaires here yester- 
day, Vice-President and Foreign Minister El Rasheed El Tahir Bakr expressed 
Sudan's gratitude for the Dutch government assistance and praised the 
mounting relations of the two countries. Holland extends a fixed annua! 
aid of 42 million guilder ($21 million) to Sudan in line with its policy 

of assisting developing countries and helping them redress their balances 
of payment. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA BULT°TIN in English 15 Jun 79 p 2] 


PROTEIN PRODUCTION PROJECT--Khartoum, June 15, (SUNA)--SSU Assistant 
Secretary General and Commissioner of Khartoum, Mahdi Mustafa El Hadi 
received at his office yesterday the delegation from the French Company 
"Kovral" which is preparing a project for the extraction of protein 

from clover. The extracted protein will be used as food for poultry. 

Dr. Mustafa Sedawi, in a statement, said that the project will be benefi- 
cial to animal production industry particularly in relation to poultry. 
[Text] [Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 15 Jun 79 p 5] 
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URANIUM MINING PROSPECTS--Khartoum, June 16, (SUNA)--Uranium mining pros- 
pects, conducted by the American company "Minx" are encouraging and are 
proceeding according to plan, SUNA learnt. The company has applied for 
extra licenses to expand its operations in other areas. [Text] [Khartoum 
SUNA BULLETIN in English 16 Jun 79 p 1] 


GOLD MINING STUDY--Khartoum, June 22, (SUNA)--The American Minex will begin 
a feasibility study for exploitation of gold deposits in the northern 

and Red Sea provinces late next October. The study which is estimated 

to take two years will be carried out in collaboration with the Geology 
Department and will b« followed by mining operations if results are 
encouraging. The study is in implementation of an agreement signed here 
Tuesday according to which the Sudan's share will be 51% of the total 
product and without any financial commitments on the part of the country. 
The company's share will be 49% of the product. The company will have 

to pay all the study's expenses as well as the development fund. It will 
recover these sums from the product with the exception of the first 

$1 million which was spent on prospection. The same company is prospecting 
for uranium in the Nuba Hills area. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN 

in English 22 Jun 79 p 2] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MAH})}1 AL-TAJIR DENIES UAE CRISIS, DENOUNCES UNITED STATES 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 25 Jun-1 Jul 79 p 9 


{Interview with Mahdi al-Tajir by ‘Ali Hakim: "Expel the Americans From 
the Gulf, and Let Khomeyni Prohibit Transactions in Dollars...There Was No 
Crisis, There Were Only Disagreements in Defining the Use of Pcwer"; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] "The crisis in the Unired Arab Emirates has ended forever; the 
Americans must now leave the Gulf, and Moslems must not use dollars in 
transactions." 


These words belong to Mr Mahdi al-Tajir, ambassador of the UAE in Western 
Europe, and advisor to its vice president, the president of the Council of 
Ministers, the ruler of Dubai, Shaykh Rashid ibn Sa'id al-Maktum, 


"There never was a crisis in the UAE at all." 


That is how Ambassador al-Tajir began his talk, explaining that what happened 
was no more than a difference of opinion between the rulers of the Emirates 
on the manner of rule, the spending of the joint budget, and the amount of 
sharing in it, and the problems of the Constitution and the assumption of 
power. 


[Question] Why the problem of the Sultanate? 


[Answer] The Constitution was not clear, and though the power was known, 
its features were not clear. The state is a union of seven emirates: 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, ‘Ajman, Umm al-Qaywayn, Ra‘s al-Khaymah and 
Fujayrah. 


Each emirate has a ruler, a crown prince, and an executive or municipal 
council, Each emirate has its own particular laws, whether they be organ- 
ized on 2 tribal basis, or traditions, or descendence, The union means the 
melting of all that into one state, which neither the people nor any of the 
rulers rejected...the union was not threatened with dissolution; but it will 
continue as it has, 
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[Question] What was the disagreement about? 


[Answer] In the state, according to the Constitution, there is a High 
Union Council which includes the rulers of the seven emirates. The state 
has a president, Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nuhayan, ruler of Abu Dhabi. 
Its vice president is Shaykh Rashid ibn Sa‘id al-Maktum, ruler of Dubai. 
According to the Constitution, there is a Union Ministry in addition to the 
particular executive councils of the emirates, among which are those called 
municipal councils, etc. 


In time, there arose differences of opinion on a number of subjects, in- 
cluding: How final decisions are issued; who should be consulted; what 
is the function of the Council of Ministers; who is responsible for the 
expenses of the union budget, and how should it be spent; and who decides 
foreign policy; who pays contributions, and who decides how much they 
should be. 


Years passed in the UAE, which overcame all obstacles, and was the best 
union experience in the Arab world. But, as everyone acknowledged, the 
union faced numerous points of weakness, and it was inevitable that the 
would be dealt with and treated. So the president of the state, Shaykh 
Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nuhayan, sacrificed much so that the union could stand 
and continue, and so did Vice President Shaykh Rashid ibn Sa'id al-Maktum 
Wahdawi, but he had many sources, among them the Council of Ministers, which 
was in fact an organization without powers, which led the president of this 
organization, Shaykh Maktum, to nullify the exercise of non-existent powers. 


One word must be said: Emotions are one thing, and reality and action are 
another. 


[Question] On what basis was the dispute settled? 
‘.mswer] Shaykh Zayid, president and symbol of the state, came to an under- 
standing with Shaykh Rashid on the following: You head the ministry and 

' rule, and I and all the rulers are with you. 


[Question] But Shaykh Rashid wants to share the actual rule and gather its 
fruits without sharing in its obligations? 


Answer] No; Shaykh Rashid insisted, as ruler of the Emirate of Dubai, 
that he take a share of half the union budget. Abu Dhabi pays 50 percent, 
und Dubai pays 50 percent. 


(Question}] Is it true that Dubai gave numerous regions, including the port 
of Jabal ‘Ali, as bases to the Americans? 


[Answer] Many have written in the past about Dubai and its role in destroy- 
ing the top Iranian officials in the time of the shah. Then, suddenly, 
one of the ayatollahs came to the Gulf in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 











and Dubai was the first emirate to visit it, and the UAE was the first 
state to gc to it. That means that what was written previously has been 
disproved. As for the U.S, bases in Dubai, the following must be under- 
stood: The Jabal ‘Ali port, or any other port, does not overlook the 
Soviet border, to make it possible for it to be taken up as a base or 
point of espionage. 


Whoever desires or resorts to the Americans must either be afraid for hin- 
self and his position, or be in need of dollars. The ruler of Dubai his 
no need of the Americans for his protection, because he has no need of pro- 
tection, and his office is open to all citizens, without any bell. Indeed 
on the contrary, the Americans are harmed by him and do not benefit from 
him, Likewise, he has no need for money, because Dubai, both its ruler 
and its people, is wealthier than the president of the United States and 
its people, in pruportion to income and the number of its citizens. When 
any reader knows that, the other writings also lose their validity: 


[Question] Does that mean that relations with Washington are not good? 


[Answer] They are not good, and they are not strained. We cooperate with 
the United States as we cooperate with other states. I, for my part, seek 
the expulsion of the United States from the Gulf, because when its influence 
increases, it brings a lack of independence, insecurity and problems to the 
Gulf and its peoples. 


[Question] But you are accused of relations with the Americans? 


[Answer] Accused, perhaps. But that I am a friend of the Americans--no, 
and have no wish to be! 





[Question] Why this extremism? 


[Answer] It is not extremism, it is conviction. Furthermore, the whole 
world hears of the demonstrations in Iran against Washington, and what its 
correspondents do in the Islamic Republic of Iran. I look to Imam Ayatollah 
Mawsawi al-Khomeyni in the hope that he will make an effort to forbid the 
Moslems in the world to conduct transactions in American dollars. Let's 
see what is the value of this dollar after that! 


[Question] What is the purpose of that? 


[Answer] The purpose is that, though we are unable to fight the United 
States militarily, we nevertheless, as a great human force, possess tremen- 
dous economic potential which enables us to be free from the octopus which 
tries to humiliate us by showing us that it is a great power playing with 
the fate of the peoples. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


RADIO STATION DIRECTOR EXPLAINS DIFFICULTIES IN EXPANDING BROADCAST ING 
Dubai AKHBAR DUBAYY in Arabic 16 Jun 79 pp 42-44 


[Interview with ‘Abd al-Ghaffur al-Sayyid, director of radio station of 
Dubai by Taj al-Sirr Abu Siwar] 


[Excerpt] ‘Abd al-Ghaffur al-Sayyid says: 


"The power of dissemination will be raised to 1500 kilowatts to cover the 
world! 


"We suffer from the lack of response of local cadres. 
"Listen soon to 'Miss' Umm Kalthum...and the songs of her 50-year life! 


"We urgently strive to make our broadcast heard in all parts of the earth, 
and in reaching for that desired development, dissemination from new waves 
will be followed by an almost radical change, so that the broadcast can 
cover the world, and especially the Middle East region, in its entirety. 


"Shortwave, for example, will cover Europe, North and South America, and 
australia, and we are thinking of broadcasting in English and Spanish on 
that wave, in addition to Arabic, in consideration of the fact that most 
of the inhabitants of South America speak Spanish..." 


That was how Mr ‘Abd al-Ghaffur al-Sayyid, deputy general director of the 
Radio and Color Television Corporation of Dubai, and director of the radio 
station, began his conversation. He continued: 


"The power of shortwave will reach 900 kilowatts, and that is over the 
“ibab region. The power of medium wave will reach 1500 kilowatts, and 
that is on the seacoast at the Ra's Hisyan region. 


"Much planning and many thoughts occupy the minds of the workers in the 
radio station, to encourage it to acquire a contemporary spirit. 


"For example, the English station (AM-FM) used to broadcast over a 1l-kilowatt 
apparatus, and has now procured a 10-kilowatt apparatus, to increase its 








strength, in addition to a development which will affect it, in that it will 
offer a high-level program service and that it may be heard for the widest 
possible range. 


"There is thought of creating a second program, which would be a folk 
program. There is also thought of broadcasting the ‘Ardo' program, but 
no agreement was reached after a time of study and discussion. 


"The ‘Guided Pillars’ programs will witness a radical change, since the 
areas to which the program is broadcast are influential, in that they are 
a specialized area...more specifically, specialists from the Ministry of 
Agriculture must take part in the preparation of the agriculture program, 
so that it will yield the desired result. Here I encourage responsible 
individuals in all fields to cooperate with us in many ways." 


The director of the radio station, who is burdened by the concerns of his 
work, says: 


"The hardest thing which weighs down on ambition are the insurmountable 
obstacles which stand in the way of implementation. In our minds there are 
many ideas for implementation, but we run against the bitter fallen rock. 


"How can we move...when we suffer from an indifference on the part of the 
technical cadres on whom the work depends and implementation is entrusted? 
Especially in the local cadres of broadcasters and producers, 


"Even those who cooperate outside the radio station are frightened by 
experimentation. Therefore we suffer from a lack of script writers and 
program preparers, 


"The girls in our society are evidently still prisoners of tradition. To 
stand behind the microphone is indecency. To whisper through it is a shame. 


"We have been able, in a period of time, to collect a number of girls who 
desire to realize their ambitions...but the problem is that some of them 
are students, and it is impossible for us to hinder their ambitions and 
desires to complete their university education, 


"We began a plan and a way to train local cadres in 1973, when we sent large 
numbers of a number of countries; they returned, and are now the most 
knowledgeable...and by engaging in work, they have gained expertise. The 
training wheel is still turning." 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


BRIEFS 


"APS' REPORTS CASUALTIES--SDAR (liberated territories), 24/7/79, (APS)-- 
"The Saharan Popular Liberation Army launched July 22 an attack against 
Goulimine Province, in southern Morocco. A monarchist unit fell in an 
ambush, during which 120 monarchist soldiers were killed, 63 others 
injured, 10 lorries and 10 land rovers burnt, 2 canons of 120 mm, one 
of 106mm and 2 others of 8lmm destroyed. "20 soldiers, among whom 
sergeants and corporals, were captured and an important quantity of 
various arms were recuperated from the enemy," a Polisario's communique 
declared. "This attack comes within the ‘Houari Boumediene' offensive 
led by Sipilia, which is determined to extend war inside the enemy's 
territory, as far [as received] as Hassan II's forces continue their 
occupation of the Saharan Republic," the communique added. [Text] 
[Algiers APS in English 1034 GMT 24 Jul /9 LD] 
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